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P % ABADDON'S 

STEAM ENGINE, CALUMNY, 

* 

DELINEATED: 

BXIITG IK ATTSMFT TO STOP ITS SUUETEBIOUS BSSULTS 

ON SOCIETY, THE CHURCH. AND STATE, 

Called Bitterness^ ^fk. iv. 31. Compared by Adam Clarke, L.L.D. to 

HIERA PlCRA, or The Holy BiUer. 

A Medicine of the last century, compounded of a variety of Drastic, 

Acrid Drugs, and Ardent Spirits : admimstered in a great 

variety Qf cases, which produced immense evil. 

TO -WHICH IS SUBJOINSII, 

» 

THE INFERNAL TRIUiM VIE ATE : 

OPPRESSION, DEPRESSION, AND EXTORTION. 

* ^ " Troy soon shall wake, with one aven^ng blow 

" Crush the dire author of its country's woe." 

O thou man of God, there is death in the pot 2J KingSy iv. 40. 

• He that uttereth slander is a fooL Prov. x. 18. It is the glory 
of God to conceal a thing. Pr&v. xxv. 2. Thou shalt not go up and 
down as a tale-bearer. I^ev. xix. 16. {pvPedUr^ in the Sebretvi that is 
to say. The J^evil'a Pedler. 



BY A LOTEB OF MERCY REJOICING OVER JUDGMENT. 



PHILADELPHIA: 

TOBUSHKB rOB THE BENEFIT OF THE PUHCHASKB. 

J. H, Cunningham, Printer. 
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TO THE READER. 

THE merciless breakers of bruised reedsf xvho 
^utknave the Priest and the JLevite^ in the Gospel, 
by not only passing the unfortunates, but also by 
giving them a louring glance, a bad name, or a 
kick, are humbly requested to apply at his Satanic 
Majesty's Council Chamber for a license to^inform 
against Swindlers, Drunk^jS, and other criminals, 
contrary to Law and Gospel, as we are determined 
to stretch the string of charity, rather than act upon 
presumptive, circumstaqcial evidence, or expartc 
testimony. ^* The voice of the country has deci- 
ded, irrevocably, ia the condemnation of CAU- 
CUSES — ^that scheme of concealed intrigue and 
Corruption has been unfolded, and called forth the 
execration of all men who feel a reverence for the 
.^ principles of the revolution." We contend against 
jj^ the Hydra-headed monster. Slander, in this book, 
1^ by law and testimony, reason and revelation, be- 
Q^ seeching the people and the elders, to enact simple 
>jp^ and distinct statutes, defined and limited, under the 
^ purview of which, the court and jury may find the 
^ slandering felon guilty. 

To restrain .slander, and prevent our civil and 
religious rights from being prejudiced, and taken 
away by tyranny, ** Experience had taught the 
founders of our government, that freedom had 
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Lumky's case, Hill, 14. Eli^ 3. co^ 15, M*Hrily 
upon Evidence, p. 17. Aithough, we repeat, the 
above is the laiiguage of justice, yet despots, not 
having Godl)efore their eyes, act by virtue of de- 
cisions and comti^ions issued fix)m* Appc^lyon's 
four courts^ of calumnv ; this also shall be eonsi- 
dered. 

We read in Peake upon Evidence, p. 15, " The 
law never gives credit ^ any one, however high 
his rank, or piire his nsorals, but always requires 
the sanction of an oath.'^ Yet millions believe, 
judge, and sentence millions to tortures, imprison- 
ments, confiscatitms, banishments, and death it- 
self. Yea, alas ! tell it not in Gath^ we have done 
something like it, even at the horns of the altar ! 
These things shall be noticed. 

" A pardoned man is not guilty; his crime is 
purged,; but merely for the reproach qf it, it shall 
not be put upon him to answer a question wliereon 
he will-lifr be forced to disgrace himself." Lord 
C. Justice Treby,. Peake. 141. Yet, nevertheless^ 
we, whose mercy is called upon to glory over jus- 
tice, work old Satto'« cunning, qijestion-asking^ 
purpp, as though the spiritiial ark was sinking for 
want of it« This, also, should be touched upon* 

^^ It frequently happens that persons are made 
defendants with others, for the m&r^ purpose of 
excluding their,tc5timony.'^ Peakie^ 159. It also 
has beft;n often practised in Abia, Africa, Europe, 
arid America, in the churches and courts where 
such cunning usurpations -slKHild uot be sufiered. 

^^ In an information against the wiife for adulte- 
ry, the husband cannot be a witness." State vs* 
Gardner, 1. Root, 485. 

" The rule of law does 'not m<a«ly pievatt ^ 
husband or wife from giving evideaee, for the 



pul|x>se of eliminating each other ; it goes much 
fiirther^ aral preGludes any evidence which has the 
least tendency to it." Lord Justice Bardwich 
said, "The reason why the law wili not suffer the 
wife to be a witness for or against her husband is, 
to preserve the peace of tfie families, and, there- 
fore, I shall never encourage such a consent/' 
Peake, p. 179, 180. How contrary to this pru- 
dent, scriptural, and legal doctrine, has been the 
current <:oin of thousands, even in the bosom of 
the ^nctuary, we leave to the judgment of the tru- 
ly prudent aiid experienced. O ! what villainies 
go down under the garb of power ! * 

Partial or interested i^riffs^re not competent to 
cmpamiel a jury : y^ thousands of the clergy, in 
ancient and modern times, have produced, and 
stiU re-produce multifarious oppression, by such 
illegal, psotial conduct, to the great scandal of re- 
ligion. Witnesses are not allowed to be compe- 
tent . who are /ro/>f^ ife/frf^^, that is, guilty of 
certain crimes; still, howcvw*, any ruffian, will 
serve the tprn of an'^open-niouthed, hard-hearted, 
humped-up railier, with a beam in his eye I Jurors 
must not be propter defectum^ defective in under- 
standing ; yet weak heads and narrow hearts often 
serve the turn of ambitious judges better than loiig 
heads or strong heads. Jurors are not allowed to 
h^ propter affectum^ that is, given to bias or /wr- 
ria/ify; nevertheless, those are always the choice 
of the judges who-form the devil's council cham- 
ber of injustice, conclave, and expiate defamation. 
Jurors must be omtn exceptione majeures ; that is 
to say, nbave or beyond uU exception. 

This i$ what we ought to aim at, name|y, to lay 
aside partiality and ityrartny.^ If a juror mentions 
any ^ng against the accused,vwiiich was not said 



in c^n courts it vkiates anddcsftc^s the verdict ; 
yet thoi^sands of sacerdotal coticlave^iii caucuses^ 
throughout the four quarters of the globe^ have al- 
lowed the introduction oi such private villainies^ 
\jirithout even admitting the person accused to l^ve 
any hand in the oppressive ecdesiastical-laws, uii- 
der the purview of which they were to have ^heir 
pivil and religious rights adminisli^ed» prejudiced, 
and taken away, or even to appear, as did thelied- 
tben Romans^ by impartial impleadings face to 
face. This is lording it over God's heritage with 
a witness, with no better satisfaction, cheeky or re- 
muneration, than the inflj^nmatory haughty imswer, 
that " ive are sent ^ God to rule averffou,^^ Upon 
this point the church has been much han^ssed ; 
we do not pretend, in the present work, to eater 
upon what is top heavy for us, we m^an church 
government ; but just to give some hints to those 
whom Paul calls novices, that is, ** young plants," 
•*puflFed up" like bladda:^, ^^ puff balls." 

Although not learned, we may. receive lielp t^ 
the meaning of the word Slander, in two or three 
languages ; shewing in association, some law au- 
thorities* With diffidence we c^^ct to the pre- 
sent mode of punishing slandeisers, and would re* 
commend statute law well defined by the legisla* 
ture; that when the slanderer of malice and felony 
committed evils as. great as other murderers and 
thieves ; he should, . when it was legally jnxived 
upon him, su&r equal punishment ; still leaving 
it with the jury under Jhe direction of the court to 
find guilty, according to the intentioa of the legis- 
lature. We therefore have drawn up ^number of 
indictments, asHhough sucMaw^/ were actually in 
force ; the objections to such scutes, from the dif* 
fici^lty erf th^ mode ©f proof^ and tihe number of 
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guilty {>erBons, should be no objection to such acts ; 
for, in the first place, the law in Virginia of ISIOJ; 
to punish whoever had a slandering hand in a duel, 
had a happy and immediate efiect, to break up the 
fire and brimstone consequences of those vallainies; 
and secondly, the longer the legislature put oflfpun- 
ishing tht slandering thief and murderer, the more 
will Sie iniquity increase in the community, until, 
as in the reign of Antonius Pius and Commodus, 
the maliciws state informer or prosecutor is severe^ 
ly^punished, even with death, one of <^hom had his 
legs broken by Perennius, in the reign of Commo- 
dus, foi; informing against that great philosophical 
christian^ Apolk)nius. 

You ask why we harp so much upon one irtring ? 

We answer, because all men are set as spies up« 
on ^ch other ; because the. preachers have harped 
upon the other strings till they have made theslan* 
deriiig string too s^oltg for the rest ; because pop- 
ulation languishes under diander ; because the states 
and the churches are poisoned therewith ; the whids 
putrescent thereby ; fatherless, widows, slaves, or- 
phans, and strangers, with mechanics, m^chants, 
sailors, farmers, and preaeh^s, are ruined by it : 
officers up6n jsea and land are broke and kept back 
from promotion by its fangs ; and men in .powet 
beHed fa^ die envious, ambitious, and avaricious ; 
because St. James wrote almost all his epistle 
against it ; Moses and the prophets, Jesus Christ 
and the apostles called it stealing, foolishness, hy- 
pocrisy, lies, murder, and a world of iniquity ! 

Why does a citizen run with a bucket? A 
house, a city is on fire ; and shall we stand all the 
day idle^ and see this Canaan turned into an acel- 
dema, a field of blood, of fire, the fire of hell, and 
not run with our buckets of law and Gospel t 
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Let us fonn the line, and pass the water of Chris- 
tian faith, love, meekness, gentleness, and unwea- 
ried diligence, until the fire engine of charity, fed 
from die water of life, shall have extinguished the 
electric daemon, slander, and thrown his infernal ri- 
der, the complicated steam boat of political, mecha* 
nical^ mercantile, incontinent, sensual^ and all reli- 
gious illicit smuggling^ trading, and pedling, into 
the shoreless, bottomless sea of the love of God 
and man ; so shall there be a great calm. 
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Commonwealth of Israel, to wit : ' 

The law and the testimony, Moses and tlie 
prophets, Messiah and the apostles, dd present fot 
Jehovah, the King, tUe Lord of Hosts, that, where- 
as, bard- hearted itialignanf, envious hividious, co- 
vetous lovemoney, ambitious tcrrorum, vain dou- 
ble-tongue, hypocritical beam eye, young inflated 
novice, worrying Lord over God's heritage ; with 
a troop of church gossippers and state lickplates^ 
of the church of the nialigoants, all being devil's 
pedlers and postriders in the circulation of slander, 
not Having the fear of God before their eyes, but 
being moved and seduced by the instigation of the 
devil, at every favorable opportunity, in the reign 
of the King,^ whose name is the Lord of Hosts, 
King, defender of the faith that works by love, and 
plays no slandering slight of hand ; in this reign, 
we repeat, in^ Jthe parish of political shuffling, and 
religious scuffling, and in all the wards and ward- 
robes of whispering, backbiting, and hating of God, 
as aforesaid, and with force of arms, of railing and 
controversial preaching, in the places aforesaid, fe- 
loniously, and of their aforethought malice^ in and 
upon smcere lover, one flesh, husband and wife, 
disappointed, broken heart, sinking Peter, rising 
Corinthian, weeping and returning prodigal, for- 
given David, sobbing and grateful Magdalene, 
then and there, in the peace of God, and of the 
said Lord of Hosts, the only lawful King then be- 
ing, ntade an assault, and slandering church af- 
fray, and the aforesaid novices, lords, whiflers, 
groaners, controversial priests, hard-hearted Le- 
vites, bruisers of broken reeds, whisperers, state 
and church receivers, tea, wine, grog, snuffing and 
smojking stenderers, double-tongued, h^h-eyed> 
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toseing-nosed railers, a certain heS-fire machine, 
called the Leviathan calumny, with two hundred 
millions of propelling steam boats, puffiing and 
bursting with double rectified secrets, which load 
the weeping, groaning, bleeding zephyrs, and pu- 
trescent winds, producing vipers, firebrands, ar- 
rows, and death, which they held in their. right 
hands then, there, and every where, m and upon 
the aforesaid strangers, fatherless, widows, slaves, 
free colored people, preachers, men on trial, then 
and there feloniously, voluntarily, and of their ma- 
lice aforethought, did shoot off* and discharge ; and 
the aforesaid slanderers, with the destructive hell- 
fire defamations aforesaid, from the whispering 
railing guns, aforesaid, then and there shot, off and 
discharged the aforesaid peepers, watchers, novices, 
pu&rs, raisers, receivers, and publishers, in and 
upon the left part of the breast and soul of them, 
the said orphans, widows, fatherless, preaclK^rs, 
strangers, broken and broken hearted lovers, mer- 
chants, and returning prodigals, then and there fe^ 
loniously struck, giving to the said returnees, bro- 
ken hearted^ strangers, bound boys and girls, 
preachers, slaves, unfortunate boys and girls, bro- 
ken hearted husbands and wives, then and there 
with the leaden bullets of whispering aforesaid, 
out of the reviling guns aforesaid, then and there 
shot off and discharged in and upon the left part of 
the breast of thejn, the said Mary, doubting Tho- 
mas, restored David, Peter, and the Corinthian, 
ten thousand mortal wounds of the breadth of pro- 
perty, character, happiness, and appetite, and the 
length of life and eternal damnation, of which mor- 
tal wounds inflicted by the aforesaid novices, can- 
ters, puff balls, drunken railers, religious gossip- 
pers, church receivers, revengeful backbiters, and 
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seven-times Peta*s ; the aforesaid good, bad, and 
indifferent sufferers slowly, instantly, and eternally 
died. And that Poll Plot, Bill Blot, Sail Saucy- 
face, Prating Partnership, Psalmsinging Longface, 
Parson Pumpall, prying peeper, white-eyed watch- 
er, leader lackey boy, widow wildjaw, riggling 
runner, tea talkative, bear-mouthed burlesque, 
lickplate liar, and trumpeter telltale, feloniously and 
of their malice aforethought, then and there were 
{Mreseiit, aiding, assisthig, abetting, comforting, and 
maintaining the aforesaid punuers, praters, winkersi 
raisers, libellers, novices^ slowjawed slanderers, 
Diotrephes-s, Hon faced lord's over God's heritage, 
altar-scraping asses, light tongued lasses, and far- 
rago fulminators, to the felony and murderers afore- 
said, in form afbresaid, to be done mid committed ; 
and so the aforesaid iterating and reiterating slan- 
derers, the aforesaid slighted stranger, weeping 
widow, blackened backslider, returning and zea« 
lous Peter, poor prodigal, and weeping Mar)' afore- 
said, in the parish of cup evidence, and wards of 
church conclave causes, bar browbeat, coquette in- 
grate, pulpit inflate, and slowjawed long hate afore- 
said, in manner and form aforesaid, feloniously, vo* 
luntarily, and of their forethought malice, slighted, 
slandered, received slanders against, robbed, mur- 
dered, and brought to damnation, the name, fame, 
appetite, happiness, peace, jn-operty, reason, imagi- 
nation, memory, judgment, life and soul of the 
aforesaid innocents, penitents,^ Mary's, Peter's, 
strangers, &c. against the peace of these United 
States, the commonwealth of Israel, the peace of 
the Lord God, gracious and merciful, th^ alpha 
and omegaj his crown and dignity. And that one 
cholera morbus bhclcvomit, bruise-reed butcher, 
browbeating bigot, twittering fidget, jabbering 
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jackall, despotic dryjaw« ever dropping long edr, 
judge watch mote, idle informer, search warrant 
blood hound, rough and smooth receive all ; wi^ 
a covey of political roarets, goarers, tearers, swear- 
ers and kidnappers, accompanied by a cloud of 
punners, runners, peepers, railers and retailers, late 
of the parish of church gossipping, bar, statehouse, 
political calunmiating coxcombs, naval and mili- 
tary supplanting, in the county of licensed bespat- 
tering of infamous memory, not having God be- 
forie their eyes, but being seduced by the histiga* 
tion of the devil before the felonies and murders, 
aforesaid, by the aforesaid envious, malicious, 
talkative, twitterers, long ears, sharp eyes, tossing 
nosed, tea, grog, coffee, and wine bibbers, dogge- 
rel canters, whifflers, brawlers, blating goats, and 
braying asses^ in manner and form aforesaid, done 
and committed, that is to say, on every interesting 
Opportunity, in the reign of the Lord our righte- 
ousness, the only King acknowledged by these 
United States, King, defender of the injured, the 
helpless, stranger, slave, fatherless, widow, orphan, 
bound boy and girl, &c. The aforesaid backbit- 
ers, receivers, publishers, unjust condemners, and 
quivering cacklers, at the aforesaid parish of cup 
evidence, bar browbeat, and pulpit slander, in a 
world of iniquity, as aforesaid, and in the county of 
laughing, twisting, grinning, whispering, and ask- 
ing Foxite questions, in conclaves, by outknaves, 
whip slaves, jobl^rs, winkers, tipplers, gluttons, 
sycophants, church and state bloodhounds as afore- 
said, to the felonies and murders aforesaid, in man* 
ner and in form aforesaid, to be done and commit- 
ted maliciously^ feloniously, voluntarily, and of 
their forethought malice, did incite, move, abet, 
counsel, and procure against the peace of &milies, 
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fitrangers^ and helpless in state and church, and of 
the Lord God, gracious and tnerciful, who was, is^ 
and is to come, his^ crown and dignity. And that 
/political mitigate fine, Diotrephes Divine, Part- 
nership l^ompous. Bishop Bigthought, Deacon 
Dreadnaught, Elder Redhot, conclave inquisition, 
civilian cayal, flinthearted steel tongue, and bell 
clatter ding dong, including a long grining, grunt- 
ing, hemming, canting, covetous train of insidious 
vulpine flatterers, late of the parish of Political 
supplanting, and in the county of Gospel gossip- 
ping,, all being hypocritical slanderers and devil's 
pedlers, well knowing, the said offenders to have 
done and committed the said felonies, in manner 
and form af(»r€said, afterwards, to wit, on every 
advantageous opportunity towards the four winds 
of heaven, and in all j^ees, in the reign of the 
Lord of Sabbaoth, the King eternal, immortal, and 
invisible, at the parish and county of Gospel gos- 
sipping. as aforesaid, with slandering force and 
backbiting arms, did assist in oppressing them, the 
said weeping and returning prodigals, restored 
backsliders, oppressed slaves, doubting Thomas's, 
rising Peters, poor hired girls and boys, bound 
orphans,^ true lovers, abashed Ephraims, swallow- 
ed up oC over much sorrow^ suffering strangers, 
broken hearted widows, insane lovers, sinking 
merchants and mechanics, them the aforesaid 
rough sly receivers, condemners, church and state 
officers, gossippers, swindlers, oppressors, &c, 
did then and there in Asia, Africa, Europe, and 
America, feloniously, and of th^ir malice afore- 
thought, receive, aid, and comfort the said slan- 
derers, against the peace of the said Lord our 
righteousness, who was, is, and is to come, his 
crown and dignity. 
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SLA.NDBB. 

The following is from A. Clarke» L. L. D. upon Dsemons. 

' " It appears there is but one DEVIL, who 
seems to be supreme^ or head over all the rest. 
(The Doctor then gives his name in Greek, and 
observes that it) signifies an accuser^ or slanderer. 
1 Tim. 3. 11. 2 Tim. 3. 3. Tit. 2. 3. Per- 
haps Satan was called so^ 1st. because he accused or 
slandered God in paradise, as averse from the in- 
crease of man's knowledge and happiness. Gen. 
3. John 8. 44. And 2dly, because he is the ac- 
cuser of men^ Rev. xii. 9. 10. See also Job i. 2. 
The word comes from (Greek) through^ and (the 
Greek) to cast or shoot^ because of the influence 
of his evil suggestions; compared, Eph. vi. 16. 
to fiery darts; and thus it is nearly of the same 
meaning with (the Greek) he who pierces through^ 

Adam Clarke, L. L. D. Just so, his children 
pierce through. 

The Low Dutch word taster^ s. slander^ is ca- 
lumny, lampoon^ 

Lastermond^ dt foul-mouthed. 

Lasteretiy v. to slander, reproach, defame, blas- 
pheme. 

Lasterly^ adj. and ^dv. reproachful, slanderous. 

Agterklappingj slandering, backbiting. 



Agterklappen^ v* to backbite, to slander. 

Aghterkhppery backbiter, talebearer. 

The Teutonic^ or ancient Oilman word Fer^^ 
leumdung^ s. pronounced Ferlimedung^ is calum« 
ny, slander, slandering, backbiting, detracting, 
detraction, false imputation, malicious aspersion, 
defamation, defaming, decrying, blemishing, tra- 
duction, traducing, obtrectation, medisance, French 
for slanden 

Schaenden^ schmaehen^ or schmaenj v. to abuse, 
blame, injure, detract, cavil, defame, vilify, revile, 
disgrace, slander^ vituperate^ that is a blaming or 
finding fault,^ rebuke, outrage one, put an a£front, 
abuse, blame, injury or aspersion upon him, blast 
or blot-his credit, honor, or reputation. 

He that uttereih slander is a fool. Proverbs 
X. 18. * 

Ferleumder^ or Ferlimeder, a calumniator, slan- 
derer, backbiter, false aiccyser, sycophant, pick- 
thank, decryer, defamer or detracter, lasterniaul. 

Ferleumderischy or Ferlimederish^ calumnious^ 
slanderous, backbiting, traducing, blaming, slan- 
dering, Ferleumdet or Ferlimedetj slandered. 

Ferleumden^ v. or Ferlimeden^ to backbite, slan- 
der, defame, calumniate^ asperse, detract, or tra- 
duce one, decry, wound, blemish, asperse, or blot 
his reputation, speak evil of him, cast an aspersion 
or bletfiish upon his honor. 

Who, in his reason, does not at first sight dis^ 
cover how much more original and copious the 
Teutonic or ancient German is than the English ? 
And who also dare deny that froA the above expla- 
nation from the Teutonic, there are slanderous 
truths as well as slanderous falsehoods ? 

We shall, in another jUace in this work, bring in 
the French word ifx slaadcr, with scmie indisputa- 
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ble latv^qutAoritieSf^s wc arc not only jgreatly in-. 
debtcd to the bench, but also to the lawyers in 
general, for the little legal information which we 
possess upon slander. ^ 

Those who takt; sacefdotal liberties to speak and 
write with religious and private severity of others, 
from the example of prophets, Jesus, and the apos« 
ties, should never forget, 1st. That our duty is to 
love our neighbour as ourselves, . always asking, 
before we expose a brother, how would I like such 
obloquy s? 2dly. Can ; we take the same liberties 
as Jesus, who kjnew the beart§ of all men, ^nd 
knew, asC did' also the apostolic di^cemers of spi- 
rits, how, when, where, what, and to whom to 
speak. 3dly. That before St. Paul and the churches 
gave up certain persons to Satan, or wrote warn- 
ing epistles to the incorrigible, or rebuked them 
publicly, as some of our modern would-bc-thougUt 
apostles ; they exercised the utmost extent of mer- 
ciful reclaiming, spoken of in, Matt, xviii. Luke 
xvii. Gall. vi. and 1 Con xiii. And 4thly. That 
Jesus sent word to backsliding Peter of his resur- 
rection, in three or four days after his public apos- 
t^cy, and restored him to his ministry in. a few days 
after, instead of blasting his fame, as some of our 
clerical lords dp and liave done ; and that St. Paul 
wrote to restore the very wicked Corinthian to the 
church, lest he should be swallowed up of over- 
much sorrow^as are and have been millions By ec- 
clesiastical harshness, slander, and oppression, 
which often terminates in the civil, spiritual, and 
eternal destructi^ of the poqr bruised reeds. 

Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself^ that is 
to say, ••Every man, as plainly appears, 1st. By 
comparing this place with versp 34, where this law 
is applied to strangers. 2d. Because the word 
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heighbout is explaaned by another man*^^ Lev. xx, 
10. Bom. xiii. 8, And 3dly» because in^Jer« 
xxxiv. 17» even a slave is called a: brother and 
neighbour. 

Although the Gospel ig called The perfect law 
of liberty y Janves i. 25, and that we only seem to 
be religious if we bridle not the tongue j ver. 26, yet 
millions ^^ having quite lost the way of nobleness, 
and climbed up to the height Of terriblencss.'* 
Substitute wonryism^ lionl»n; and damnationism, 
uoder the equivocal pretext titsA religious liberty 
is not altogether republicanism. Love covereth a 
multitude ofsins^ 1 Pet. iv. 8. " Yea, love covcr- 
eth all things. He that loves another,, covers his 
faults, how many soever they be ; he turns away 
his eyes from them, ami, as far as is possible, hides 
them from others." 

Neither as lording aver the heritage^ 1. Pet. v. 
3. " Behaving in a haughty, domineering manner, 
as though you had dominion over their conscience. 
The word translated heritage, is literally the pw- 
tions, ver. 5. elder or younger, subject to each 
other* Lebevery one be ready upon all occasions 
to give up his own will*'* J. W. Yet in the very 
charge of ♦the Holy Ghost, lording, hearsay, and 
exparte judging has flown in upon us as Uie sea 
upon Babylon ; principles in slander, with their 
aiders, abettors, and counsellors have been, and 
are encouraged in many circles, even in several 
of the churched, as also by politicians, civilians; 
and courts, where malicious prosecutors are often 
admitted, to the shame of whom We shall product 
two edicts of the emperors Adrian and Antoninus^ 
on behalf of the Christians : 

*♦ Unto Minutus Fundanus, prodoAsul of Asia, 
Adrian sendeth greeting—^ ^^ 
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I received an epistle from Sereniua Oranianus, 
timt right wordiy man, and thj predecessor, the 
docasion idiereof I cannot with silence leave it un- 
touched, lest that thereby men be troubled, and a 
gap left open to the malice of sycophants. In plain 
words, if any, upon spite or malice, commence or 
cavil against them, see you chastise him for his 
malice, and punish him with revengement." — Eu^ 
sebius PamphihtSj book iv« p. 61. 

If all men in church and state would imitate 
Adrian herein, Luciferian pedlers, ppstriders, and 
commercial smu^lers, should not be permitted to 
trade in such stolen goods, devil's love letters, or 
freights of slander, upon the highroads and seas of 
defamation. 

Extract of an episde from Antoninus Pius, unto 
the commons of Asia, in the behalf of the Chris- 
tians not to be persecuted : 

" The emperor Caesar, Marcus Aurclius, Anto- 
ninus, Armenicus, Pontifex, Maximus, fifteen, 
times ti*ibune, thrice consul, unto the community of 
Asia greeting— 

If any be found busied in other men's affairs, 
we command that the accused be absolute and 
free, though he be found stfch a one, I mean faulty, 
and that the accuser be grievously punished," — 
£usebiu^^ lib. iv, p. 63. 

** This edict was proclaimed at Ephesus, in the 
hearing of the great assembly of Asia, witness 
hereof is Meliton^ bishop of Sardis, who flourished 
at that time in hb profitable apology to the empe- 
ror Verus/' 

Mark the emperor's words — " If any be found 
busy in other men's affairs, we connnand that the 
accused be absolute and free, though faulty, and 
*bat the accuser be grievously punished." 



23 

This would be punishing the real malicious ain- 
ncF, who b the implacable felon, and letting the 
supposed one go free until ]Hx>secuted without ma« 
lice ; tha;t is to say, scripturally and legally : all of 
which requires time, patience, f(»:bearance and for«* 
giveness. 

" Apollonius, a person renowned for learning 
and philosophy, at tliat time in Rome, was a sin- 
cere Christian. He was accused by a slandering 
informer before Perennius, the judge, a person of 
considerable influence in the reign of Commodus, 
the emperor. According to the law of Antoninus 
Pius, which had been revived by Commodus, re- 
quiring that the accusers of Christians should be 
put to death, Perennius sentenced the aqcuser and 
his legs were broken. In this he obeyed the dic- 
tates of the. law; in what follows he obeyed the 
dictates of his own malice, or rather that of the 
senate* The prisoner was required to give an ac- 
count of his faith before the senate and the court. 
He complied, and delivered an apology for Christi- 
anity ; and by a decree of the senate was beheaded. 
This is perhaps the only trial we read of in which 
both accuser and accused suffered judicially." 

If all niaticious informers were to have their legs 
broken, as were those of the aforesaid devil's i>ed- 
ler, they would run very few four mile heats ofob-, 
loquy for his Satanic majesty .- ; 

Adam Clarke^ in remarking upon Evtn sq must 
their wives not be slanderers^ 1 Tim. iii. 11. pb- 
serveS) not slander erSi^ (Greek) ^S literally, not cfc- 
vils. This may. be properly enough translated 
slander ePSy backbiters^ talebearers, &c. for all these 
are of their father tlie devil, and his lusts t;hey will 
do. Let ^U such, with the vast tribe of ealumnia" 
tors and dealers in scandal^ remember that the apos-^ 
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tie ranks diem all wi^ maUcimis faUenspkits ; a 
consideration which, one would suj^iose, might be 
sufficient to deter them from their injurious and 
abominable conduct." 

What can all your backt^tingreligious roarers, 
goarers, devil's p'edlers, and cacklers, answer in 
reply to this learned Doctor's dissection c^ them, 
which- {^hews their alliance with, and origin from, 
Apcdiyon the destroyer ? ; 

The same great divine, when commenting upon 
Eph. iv« 31, 32, thus unfolds the true sense, verse 
31. Let all bitterness* " It is astonishing that any 
who profess tiie Christian name, should indulge 
bitterness of spirit* Those who are censoriom^ 
who are unmercijui to ih^ failings of others ; who 
have fixed a certain standard by which they naea- 
sure ail persons, in all circumstances, and unchrjs* 
tian every one tliat does not come up to this stand- 
ard ; these have the bitterness against which the 
apostle speaks* , In the last century there M(as a 
compound medicine made up^ from a variety of 
drastic, acrid drugs, and ardent spirits, which was 
called Hiera PtcrUj (Greek) the Ao/y bitter. This 
medicine was administered in a multitude of cases, 
where it did immense evil h it has ever appeared to 
me to furnish^ proper epithet for the disposition 
mentioned above, tti^ holy bitter^ for the religious 
censorious act, under the pretence of superior sanc^ 
:titif. 1 have known such persons to do much evil 
in Christian society^ but never kqew an instance of 
them^doing any good," 

And clamor — loudl mid obstrepermis speakii^p 
brawling^ railing, ifoisterousXjsik^ often die offspring 
of wrath / all of which are highly unbecoming the 
me^^ latvltf^ (juiet, sedate mind of Christ and his 
followers. 
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. And evU speaking -^(Gr^k) Blasphemy : that is 
injurious speakings wonds which tend to hurt those 
of whom, oc against whom^ they are spoken. 

With all malice y or aU malignity : as anger ipto- 
duces wrath, and wrath clamor, so all together 
produce malice, settled, sullen, fdl wrath, which is 
always looking out for opportunities to revenge it- 
self by the destruction of the object of its indigna- 
tion; No state of society can be even tolerable 
where these prevail ; and if eternity were out of 
the question, it is of the utmost consequence to 
have these banished from time. Verse 32, Be ye 
kind one to another : be kind and obliging to each 
other ; study good breeding and gentleness of man- 
ners. A Christian cannot be a savage, and he need 
not be a boor. Never put any person to needless 
pain; . - 

Tender hearted, compassionate, having the bow- 
els easily moved, (as the word implies) to commis- 
serate the state of the wretched and distressed. 

A-roughness of manners is to some unavoidable ; 
it is partly owing to the peculiar texture of their 
mindy and partly to their education. But there are 
others who glory in, and endeavor to cultivate this 
ungentle disposition : under this is often concealed 
a great degree of spiritual pride, and perhaps some 
malignity, for they think that this roughness gives 
them a ri^ht to say grating, harsh, and severe 
things. 1 hey should be taught another lesson — 
and if the)' will not demean themselves as they 
ought, they should be left to themselves, and no 
man should associate with them. They are not 
Christians ; and they act beneath the character of 
' men. 

Union among the followers of Christ is strongly 
recommended. How can spiritual brethren fall 

C 
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#ut by the way ! ^ Have they not all one Jhther, 
all one head ? Do they not form one body^ and are 
they not all members oi each other ? Would it not 
Ibe monstrom to see the nails pulling out the eyes; 
the hanjds tearing oSthcJlesh from die body ; the 
teeth biting put the tongue^ &c» &c, ? And is it 
less so to see the membt^rs of Christian society bite 
and devour each other ? Every member of the 
mystical body of Christ, should labor for the qom- 
fort and edification of the whole; and the honor of 
the head. He that, would live a quiet life, and keep 
the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace, must 
be as backward to take offence a^ to give it. 
Would all act on this plan, and surely it is as ra-f 
tionUl as it is Christian^ we should soon have "glo- 
ry to God in the highest, and on earth peace and 
good will among men." — A. Ctarke. 
f\. Do all things without murmurings. PhiL ii. xiy. 
*' Without grumblings and altercations^ Be pa-- 
tient in, and contented with your work, and see 
tliat ytjall not out by the wr/y." 

Let your moderation be known."-^^^ The word 
(saith A. G.) is qf very extensive signification; it 
means the same as mildnesis, patience, yielding- 
ness, gentleness, clemency, moderation, unwilling- 
ness to litigate or cpntend ; but moderation is ex- 
pressive enough as a general term." 
. "Moderation,^* says Dr M'Knight, "means 
meekness under provocation, readiness to forgive 
injuries, equity in the management of business, 
candour - in judging of the character and ac* 
tion^ of others, sweetness of disposition, and the 
entire governnient of the passions," Let rough 
jaws chew these remarks. 

Lifting up holy hands without wrath. 1 Tinu ii. 
8. " Havuig no vindictive feeling against any per* 
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son ; hart)Ouring no unforgiving spirit, while they 
are imploring pardon fot their own offences*"— 
Clarke. 

Millions burn the tissafoetida of slander upon 
the altar of the church, rather than be witliout 
i^mcike — ^and set ten thxHisand characters on fire, 
as Nero did Rome, who, in actor^s habit, rejoiced 
at the beauty of the flames from the tower of Ma- 
cenas, where he played upon the harp, and sung 
the tragedy of the, destruction of Troy ; just as if 
we were under obligations to serve the devil by 
exparte caucuses and hearsay evidence, and bound 
by Jehovah to aidear damnation to ourselves, by 
doing the unjust work of slandering supererogation, 
terminating in our own eternal damnation,^ under 
the malicious color of punishing sin, saving souls, 
and keeping up order. " Ap Egyptian^ who ac- 
knowledged fire for his God, one day doing his 
devotions, kissed his God after the manner of wor- 
shippers, and burnt his lips, (as slanderers do by 
kissing that fiery serpent.) It w^s not in the power 
of that false and imaginary deity t© cure the real 
hurt he had done to his devoutest worshipper." 
No more can the Diana of felander cure her vota* 
ries, who communicate the fire of hell from her 
volcanic hydrophobia, cholera morbus lips, there- 
by rendering their toqeh and sound infectious. 

** We read a story of a virtuous lady that desir* 
cd of St. Athananus lo procure for her, out of 
the number, of the widows fed from the ecclesias- 
tical corban, an old woman, morose, peevish, and 
impatient, that she might, by the society of so un- 
grateful a person, have often occasion to exercise 
her patience, forgiveness, and charity.'' 

If she were to make application to some gf our 
clerical bishops, they could furnish a hecatomb of 
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ok) maids, and slow jawed stale Bachelors, bom 
upon the mountains of division, baptized in the 
steam engines of bitter herbs and the oil of vi«- 
triol ; bitter, hot and sour ; some of whom can 
I^CH-d and libel even at the horns of the altar ; al- 
though it is said that the servant of the Lord must 
not strive, but be patient, gentle, and meek to all 
men. Yea, though James iy. 11. saith, speak not 
evil one of another. *^ This grand hindrance of 
peace — ^and he that speaketh evtl of another^ does 
in effect speak evil of the law^ which so strongly 
prohibits it ; and thou art not a doer of the laxv^ but 
a Judge of it ; thou settest thyself above, and, as it 
were, condemnest it.'* Vet, after all these nega- 
tive commands, the humped up, pinched faced, 
tossing nosed, high eyed, grunting, and psalm- 
singing reviler, goes on, like a bloodhound upon 
full sight or scent, pumping, prowling, and tearing 
in pieces ! Ifani/ one be ever so religious^ *^ ex- 
act in the outward form of religion, and bridleth 
not his tongue from backbiting, tale!>earing, evil 
speaking, he only deceivethhis own hearty if he 
fancies he has any true religion at all.'* — John 
Wesletf. Let every Methodist hear this. from their 
father* You may preach, pray, and sing, as Paut, 
Peter, Apollos, and David ; shout, and give all you 
have to the poor, still boasting of inward religion, 
disproving and fleeing all other vice, yet we only 
seem to be religiousyWe altogether deceive ourselves^ 
all our religion is vain, frothy, and ineffectual, uiv 
less we bridle (or muzzle our mouthi. Psalms 
:^xxix. 1. margin) and restrain our re vilingtongucs^ 
" A seventh article in the character (saith A. C. 
of a bishop) is, he must not be given to ttnne. 
The word not only signifies one who is inordinate^ 
It/ attached to wine, a wine bibber j or tipler^ but 
^so one who is imperious, abusive, insolent, wlie- 
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ther thrdiigh wine or otherwise. Kype contends • 
for the latter acceptation here. See his proofs and 
exampies. 

^^ Eighthly, --^Ylt must be no striker ; not quar^ 
relsome ; not ready to strike a person^ who may 
displease him; (he must not thump, kick, and 
cowskin Toney and Fanny,) no j&4?r^tfcwfor of those 
who may di£fer from him ;" npt prone, as one wit- 
tily said, 

" To prove his doctrine orthodox. 
By apostolic blows and knocks;" 

■ 

Behold them trample on their flocks, 

Supported by each vulpine fox, 

L^e tyger, hawk, or goaring ox. 

With flouts and scouts, and outing knocks, 
, Then off* they soar in air balloons, 

As boreas or hot monsoons ; 

So fare you well, and fare you well, 
So fare you well, they are soaring home. 

Some roar as Balaam's warning ass. 
And switch a Cushite lad and lass ; 
And.gold and influence amass, 
Yet still they'll preach, we're nauglit butgrass, 
Adoring all the holy rich, . 
They throw the feeble in the ditch. 
So fare you well, &c. 

He judges by a sly hearsay ; 
His Vengeance sweeps you in a day ; 
Or, ^Ike^a slow jaw'd beast of prey. 
He kills by smile and stab delat/ ; 
And by a cunning Gospel trick, 
He props a tot'ring bishoprick. 
So fare you well, &c. 

c2 
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Fourteenthly — " It is required fsaith C.) that he 
be not a novice, not a young plunt^ not recently in» 
grafted; that is, one not newly conuerted to the 
faith. It is impossible that one, wBo is not long 
and deeply ex|)erienced in the ways of Gody can 
guide others in the way of life. But the apostle 
gives another reason, kst being lifted up with pride 
he fall into the condemnation of the devil. It is 
natural for man to think himself of more impor- 
tance than his fellows, when they are entrusted to 
his government. The apostle's term^ puffed up^ 
inflated^ is a metaphor takep from a bladder when 
filled with air or wind. It is a substanccy has a 
certain size^ is lights can be the sport of the windj 
but has nothing in it but air. Such is the classi- 
cal coxcomb : a mex^ puff bally a disgrace to his 
function, and despised by every intelligent man. 
Should we not say to those whom it niay concern, 

* From such apostles, O ye mitred heads^ 
Preserve the church ! and lay not careless hands 
On skulls that cannot teach and will not learn.^ 

^^ ♦ 

From these words of the apostle, w^e are led to in- 
fer, that pride or self-conceit was the cause of the 
devil's downfall. '^ . 

A young excrescent, loud Walloon, 
Who fights windmills, and bays the moon^ 
A sacerdotal, proud buffoon, 
A high ey'd, lordly, fell dragoon, 
In liaughty dev'lish union. 

Such froggish, doggish, hoggish mopes. 
Frame whips and scorpions, snares and ropes, 
• Like Nero's, Herod% Hamaa's popes, . 
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Blighting our church aiKJ- civil hopes, 
. By huffing, puffing union* 

See slandering puff balls, light as air, 
Japan'd all o'er with bishop hair, 
Behold them stamp, and roar, and stare, 
As Solomon's not very rare, 
In bladder, adder union. 

Such men often have for their staff of honor, 
such persons as the following : — Tim. v. 13.jind 
withal they learn to he idle. ** They do not work, 
and they will not work. . Wandering about from 
house to Ao2/^^.— Gadding, gossipping ; never con- 
tented with home, always visiting, ^nd not only 
idle — If it went no ferther, this would be tolera* 
ble ; but they are tattlers^ talebearers, whisperers, 
light, trifling persons ; all noise and no work. J9t/« 
St/ bodies — Persons who meddle with the concerns 
of others, who mind every one's business but their 
own. Speaking things which they ought not^^ 
Lies^ slanders, calumnies, backbiting their neigh- 
bours, and every where sowing the seeds of dissen- 
tion.'' — Clarke. 

A slandering truth is the devil's truth : is a practi- 
cal lie against God, or, which amounts to the same 
thing, tf ye have bittef zeal and strife in- your 
hearts^ (saith lames iiL 14.) do not glory^ and lie 
against the truth, 

" True Christian zeal is only the flame of love. 
Do not lie against the truth'-^sis if such zeal coujd 
, consist with heavenly wisdom."—^. 

Buy the truths and sellitnot.—VrQ\. xxiii. 2S« 
What truth ? A puff ball truth, a whipping truth, 
a sly matchbreaking truth, a roaring bull frog 
truth, that he got drmik, or she raised the wind l^ 
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brawling m the kitchen ? No, no ; but the whole 
revealed truth, the bloody cross truth, a saving 
truth, the spirit of truth in your hearts, the Jove of 
all flesh, the knowledge and practice of your Avhole 
duty and interest. 

A LIE, 

ACCOHDING TO CrUDEK, IS, 

1st. A falsity or untruth. Judges^ xvi. ip. 

2d. False doctrine. \ John \u 21^ 22. 

Sd. An image, or idolatrous representation. Rom. 
i, 25. 

First meaning — Judges xvi. 10 : 

And Delilah said unto Samson,* behold thou 
hast mocked me, and told me lies ; now tell me, I 
pray thee, wherewith thou mightest be bound. 

The second meaning is, false doctrine— ^1 John 
ii. 21, 22. 

No lie is of the truth. Who is a liar, but he 
that denieth that Jesus is the Christ ? He that be- 
Ueveth not God, hath made him a liar. 1 John v. 
10. He that saith, I know him, and keepefh not 
his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him. 1 John n. 4. 

The third meaning of a lie — 

Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and 
worshipped, and served the creature more than the 
creator. Rom, i. 25.^ 

ye shall know the truths of peace with God and 
man, including power over sin, and the truth shall 
make you free. John vlii. 32, from the guilt, pow-* 
er, and inbeingof all sin, from whispers, and all 
such low, cowardly swindlings, which are current 
coin with thousands of political and very religious 
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grunters.and roarers, under the lying excnse that 
they relate notb^ing but the truth, which, when nar- 
rated against the truth of God*s word, by slander- 
ing a brother;^ is a lie, though what is said be a fact ; 
it being manifest, that all are liars who set up a sys« 
tem of defamation against Gospel reforitiation, of 
unjust, exparte caucus, in opposition to two or 
three witnesses, and our Lord's seventy times se- 
yen, Matt, xviii. 22, and of blasting tl^fame and 
uncovering shame, 4n competition with that charity 
which covereth a multitude of sins. 1 Peto: iv. 8# 
and covereth ail sins. Prov. x. 12. 

Every one that is of the truth (as it is in Jesus) 
heareth my voice. John xviii. 37 ; which truth 
and voice is thus iterated: Lave your enemies. 
Matt. V. 44, Luke vi. 27, 23. Whosoever shall 
say Raca (that is, empty fellow) to his brother, 
shall be liable to the council, ver. 22. Forgive 
us our debts^ as we forgive our debtors, cfiap. vi. 
12.* But if ye forgive riot men their trespasses^ 
neither will your Father forgive you your tres- 
passes, r^r. 15, And reiterated ^s follows: All 
things whatsoever ye would that men should do 
to you, do ye even so to them ; for this is the 
law and the prophets. Matt. vii. 12. Enter ye in 
at the straight gate of love, fcM'giveness, and for- 
bearance, and not through the wide valves of the 
devil's steam engine, slander, propelled by the 
fire of hell into a world of iniouity. 

Mr. Wesley's words upon Every one that is of 
the truths shall hear myvoice^ are—** An universal 
maxim. Every sincere lover of truth will hear him 
so as to understand and practice what he saith. In 
truth and lave, or faith and love, as St. Paul speaks. 
Faith QiViA truth are^nonymous terms. "^ — /, W. 
upon 2 John verse 3. I found of thy children, v. 4, 
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walking in truth. " In faith and loVe/* The elder 
whom 7 love in the tritthj ver. 1. ^^ with unfeigned 
and holy love.*' Ver. 2. For the trutVs sa/ce^ 
whieh abideth in t/^— -as a livhig principle of faith 
and holiness.*' 

What has any admirer of Wesley to isay in an- 
swcr to this, who has dented thiit Uwe is the trutJi ? 
Every practice and assertion which professing 
Christians set up opposite to GodV trtith, is a lie 
against faith and love, allowing even what we say 
to be a fact ; as, for instance, to tell a church or 
preacher, or for the preacher or church to receive 
and act upon a slander against a member, contrary 
to Jesus and the apostles, is a lie, even if what was 
said of the mati was true, a lie against the Gospel, 
which points out the more excellent way of love. 

Yea, let God be true and evert/ man a liar, Rom* 
iii. 4. Every man who opposes slandering church 
government, and seci^et exparte testimony, to God's 
impartiality. Yes, let them gb on, be icondeinned 
and believe the lie, who believe not the truth, (of 
covering sins) but had pleasure (like fiends) in un- 
righteousness; in expelling, by lordly, partial, he^- 
say, in a day, againstyo/^A and love. 

Brethren, if any err from the trtith, ** practically 
by sin," James v. 19. he (who reforms him) shall 
save a soul — from deatli, running into malicious 
and inconsiderate slanders, and haughty puff ball 
airs ; he shall save a soul from death, and thou- 
sands of others who would be -ruined by \\\m\^and 
hide a multitude of sins, which he and they would 
scratch up as dog's do rottenness and dead men'^s 
bones. He that saith I know him, and Jceepeth not 
his commandments, {"to love enemies ; to bear each 
pther^s burdens; to restore in the spirit of meekness; 
to tell his brother between him and him ; to hide a 
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multitude qfsim ; tc^kwe his neighbour as himself) 
is a &ary even allowing ivhat he blubbers out of his 
> neighbour's to be true ; and the truths of truth and 
lover oi faith and silence j oi forbearance^ and GoS'^ 
pel order, IS not in him. 1 John ii. A. Nay, but 
the cynning of the hissingy ttfhispering^ Jtery ser-- 
penty whose very name signifies slanderer^ accuser^ 
©r destroyer. _ 

Again — a disavowal of the Gospel doctrine is a 
/?>, because it is against God's record, which slan« 
der also is ; as, for instance> no lie is of the truth* 
1 John ii. 21. 

*^ All the doctrines of these antichrists are irre- 
concilable to it,'' as are those of oppression and 
hearsay evidence, instead of free and impartial in« 
quiry, and the loving feitb of the Gospel. IFho is 
a liar, but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christy? 
ver. 22. " Who, (saith \Vesley) is guilty of that 
lying, but be, who denies that truths which is the. 
sum of all Christianity." Here, truth signifies the 
word of God; and a disavowal thereof a he a^inst 
that word of truth ; of wWch the defamer is virtu- 
ally guilty^ wheti he publishes what he should con- 
ceak ^ - » 

The truth that is in thee. 3 Jphn 2, 3, 4. " The 
true faith and love." I have no, greater joy than 
this, ver. 4- **Such is the spirit of every truQ 
Christian pastor." — IF. To hear that my children 
walk in the truth. What truth, Mr. Telltale, aivd 
Miss AltarScraper ? Not, certainly, a slanderir^ 
truths which is a /z> against the faith and love of the 
Gospel $ but a loving perseverance in the wliolc 
circle oiFthe Christian duty. Fellow helpers to the 
truths ver. 8. preached by. the brethren and stran* 
gers, ver* 5. To recetve^^ymih all kindness, the 
truth which they preach." 
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FcT the truth? 9 mke^ which abideth m us. 2 Jpha 
i. 2. ^^ as a livfaig principle of faith and holiness ;" 
not a telUtale principle. Sanctify them through * 
the truth : The Holy Ghost, which is called the 
" spirit oftruth^'^ who is diametrically opposite to 
that'unli^ly ghost, tlie^spirit of slandering, ntati- 
cious lies and truths. Thy word is truth, John 
xvii. .17» " Consecrate them by the anointing of 
thy spirit to their office, and peifect thent in holi- 
ness, by means of thy word," saith Wesley. 

Pray Mr., Miss, and Misses Lueifefian Tram- 
peters, how long, think ye, woiild it take slander- 
ing truths to sanctify us ; that is to say, prohibited, 
unscriptural, whispering truths, to make up God's 
loving, forbearing, sin-covering, forgiving, and re- 
claiming truth ? And 2d. How many millions of 
those fine, religious, devilish, stranger-running, 
merchant breaking, negro whipping, match break- 
ing, meclianic starving, nymph killing, preacher 
spoiling, soul damning, and church dividing truths, 
will amount to the unerring spirit of truth, which 
is to sanctify us ? Until you can answer these que- 
ries i^ the affirmative, we shall beg the favor of 
stigmatwing your diabolical lickplate, altarscrap- 
ing, bespattering truth, by the opprobrious epithet 
of /te^ against the. Holy Gospel of God. 

^^ Truth is also taken, for testimony^ because it is 
.a witness between God and man^ of God's will, 
and of man's duty.'* 

Jtind up the testimony, seal the law among my 
disciples. Isaiah viii. 16. >J By the testimony and 
the law, or doctrine, he imderstands the word of 
God. ver. .20. Law and testimony, the main scope 
whereof is the doctrines of the Gospel." — fT. Not 
the devil's gospel c^ slanderous truths, to disgrace 
our brethren^ andprejudice their civil and religious 



37 

rights by secret, sly hearsays. Had the prophet 
have said, bind up thetestimony of gadders, ad- 
ders, backbiters, railers, receivers, and whisperers, 
and sea! the lawless obloquys of supplanting, gos- 
sipping, devil's pedlers, and tyrants, we should long 
e'er now have fulfilledbdth law and testimony. 

Therefore be not thou ashamed — " When fear is 
banishedrcvil ihame also flees away— ^M^ testu 
mony of our Lord — the Gospel, and of testifying 
the tradiof itto allmen."-i-/ir<?^fey, upon 2 Tim. 

Upon the whole^ we might, with the same plau- 
sible pretensions to truth, say of a puncheon of poi- 
son, mixed with a gill of fum, that it was the best 
West-India rum, t^cause it had * best West-Indui^ 
upon the head of it, as to attempt to pass slander 
f^ Christian chanty, under the/malicious excuse 
that what wi$ narrated, had some facts mixed up 
with the poison of asps, which excites us to con- 
clude this, point by observing, that as Gbd and 
mammon, Christ and Beliel, are not the same ; no 
more are the devil's slandering, smuggling truths, 
God's trutl>; nor the poisonous^ regurgitating, bit- 
tw waters of Satan's slandering steam engine, any 
thing else but the. overflowings of his highest recti- 
fied, implacable gall-bladder, productive of the cho- 
lefa morbus of hell, which terminates in the most 
direfol results in time and eternity. How much 
better' would it sound to ask, with Pilate, the cour- 
tier, ^' What is truth ? What is it wolth ? What 
signifies truth ? Is it worth dy ing for ? Is it a thing, 
or nothing ? Right or wrong, or mixed up of right 
arid wTong?^' than to pass slandering truth for 
Gospel^ law, and testimony. 

If an attempt in Ae Grecians to chedk, dismay, 
and vanquish Philip, king of Maccdon, 'vvas called 

D 
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by Demostfienes^ acing nobly, tboiigh their valmir 
was stigmatized as unsuccessfiil by their maiig- 
ners, shall we be accused of presumption, for at- 
tempting to neutralize the acidity of malignant 
tempers and humors, which are forming concre- 
tions in the stomach, bowds, lung^, and heart of 
society, productive of, and resulting in^ the most 
direful ulcers, noisome and grievous sores ? We 
hope not, but that the commupity will join in with 
tis^ in christening slanderers as men ^stealers apd 
murderers, as Lucifer's smugglers, under whose 
linoenses, chstf'ts, and commissions they sail; car- 
rying on aa illicit commerce, in Uasting good, bady 
and indifferent, name and fame, their abcmiinable 
holds being stowed away with makfic stoics, im- 
ported from tlie bottomless pit, and trimmed by 
the devil's double geared jackscrew.of ddEamationy 
with tlie colours of reli^on fly ing,^ such as moral vir- 
tue, dignity, decent pride, a religious nod, adivine 
wink, a holy groan, as if they travailed ibx poor sin- 
n€;rs, a prophetic dicug, portentous of future evil^ 
"^an inflated white ey'd sigh, or marvellous law ! con- 
cluding with a long, quivering, sorrowful {ffayer- 
smile and stab-signal, L-b-r-d p-i-t-y t-h«^e-m, 
they are. the worst foes to themselves, as they break 
bruised reeds ; shewing thereby, like^niount i£tna 
shaking, that they are loaded with internal i|re from 
hell, or an overcast, aog^'y heaven, the seat of phe- 
nomena, that a vial o{ wrath is coming, (h*, as a 
troubled, bjack, inflated, turgid ocean, portentous 
that they are about to be guilty ol shipwreck. 

Our object, then» is to prove them liars, parry- 
ing on a war in disguise against religion, under the 
colors of aflfected sanctity ; against me peace of so- 
ciety, colored by justice a^ mercy ; against truth 
and candor, under the pretence of truth wd caa« 
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do^ ; against honesty, colouFed under the necessi- 
ty of putting men upon tlieir guard ; smd, in fine, 
that they * carry tales to shed Wood,' stimulated by 
cupidity, whim, and vanity, and, therefore, ought 
to be punished as such villains deserve, by statute 
law, in prc^rtion to their crimmal intentions and 
actions. Many blind guides strain out gnats from 
tile church and states, and swallow the camels <^ 
injuBtice, partiality^ impatience, hearsay evidence, 
and. slander ; and with a h^tt double hooped with 
flint, a brow of adamant, a forked, barbed tongue 
of steel, dipped in poison, the poison of cunning, 
sly, private de&mation, pierce and poison thou* 
aands. Yea, the camelof unmerciful judging, of 
talebearing, is retained^ instead of the following ; 
JSut we were gentle among yoUf even as a nurse 
ekertsheth her^ children^ 1 Thcss. ii. 7. Not as 
some of our modern^ raspish, cattish, lion-like roar** 
ers, who a&ight tbeU* children, who disinherit them 
by 9aoerdo«al fiietfiihxeSs in the nurse keepers, and 
doctors of the church, who give violent suderiBcs, 
emetics, and drastic medicines ; instead of the sin* 
cere niUk of suffering long, of a 1-6-n-g, patient 
inind ; instead of hc^>ing the best of a brother, wheQ 
faith ki him fails ; instead of teJling a brother pri- 
vately, untfl * seventy times seven,' if he -repent.-— 
Mat$:x\m. 15, 32, to the end of the chap. Luke 
xvii. 1 to S. TUus iii. 2- Eph. iv. 31, 32, Col. iii. 
8 to \A..^ James w. lit Vreter ii. 1. We want 
patient nurses, that will Hot break the bones of 
the children by throwing tliem down upon the 
pavement, fcx" every trifle ; the church nurse, may 
be a slanderer, and often is a receiver of stolen re- 
putations* Psalms XV* L 3* The servant of the 
Lord must be gende unto all men, patient, or (for- 
bearing, margin) % Txm^ ii. 24. Neither as being 
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lords (or' overuling the majority.) oyer God's he- 
ritage. Such lordsj in severity, are backbiting 
usurpers. " When ye received the^ word pf God, 
ye received it not as the M'ord of mpn, but (as it is 
in truth) the word of God." 1 Thess. ii. 13. What 
is this word of truth ? To put him out, if you have 
hearsay, suspicion, and lordly power enough to car- 
ry the unjust point ? ,No, no, but in the mouth (^ 
two or three witnesses ; not one talebearing cup* 
cackler. If they will tiot hear the church. Matt, 
xviii. Not to put her out^ put him out, but restore 
him in the spirit of meekness. Gal. vi. 1. ^** It is 
written, that the testimony of two men is true." 
John viii. 17* JOeut. ^\\u 6. ^ Yet we arc come to 
this, that the whispering of one half- grown girl will 
do with some of your very suspic^ious great men. 
Put on bowels of mercy ^ saith Paul, CoL iii, 12. If 
any have a quarrel, (or complaint, margin) yar^fi;^. 
ver. 13. No, no, put him out, say your ilKbred 
lords; Tojhe law andjtiic testimony, which is the 
Ifuth^ aMTnot to unmerciful tyrants over God^s 
heritage, against mercy and truth. 

Church governors ought, in all things relating to 
character, to approve themselves as the ministers of 
of Gody in much fnoi little slandering J patience^ 
by pureness^ (not by impure hearsays) by know- 
ledge ^ (not juvenile, partial ignorance) by long 
sufferings (not to mew, and jump, like ^n impa- 
tient cat) by kindness^ \tiOt haughtiness ^6 seve- 
rity) by the Holy Ghost, (not by the unlioly ghost 
of backbiting) by love unftigned^ (not by brother 
and talebearing united; by the word of truthy {not 
by the devil's word of slanderous trt^th^ which is a 
lie against God's truth. 2 Cor. 6, 4, 6, 7. ) not 
handling the word of God deceitfully, (not whis- 
pering wherever we go,) not wqlking in craftiness^ 
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(going up atid down as the deviPs pcdiers, craftily 
finding out every viUainy, and telling of it to our 
sly friends;) but have renounced the hidden (pri- 
vate slandering ) things o/^i whispering and cunning 
judging) darkness, oy manifestation of the truths 
(not of hearsay truth and lies) commending our^ 
sehes to every man^s conscience in the sight of 
Gorf. 2 Con iv, 1 to 3. 

O ! how little do double rectified church oppre^- 
sors resemble our merciful and feithful high priest, 
who sent word to backsliding Peter of his trium- 
pharit resurrection, who gave thathurigry sailor his 
dinner, and then restored him to liis apostolic of- 
fice. One of your keen-tongued great men^ sharp 
nosed small men, chissel lip'd cat men, would have 
pufied at hini like a porpoise, shut their, snap turtle 
eyes arid lips upon him, like a vice upon a broken 
reed. Yes, when his mouth was under, they would 
put down his nose also, and rejoice in the last bub- 
ble which afbse upon the surface, because it fulfil- 
led their evil thinking prophesy of the heart bf(Aea 
Peten Shall mankind always submit their civil 
and religious liberties of justice, truth, and mercy, 
to such ^pen-mouthed prowlers ? No, no— To 
the law and the testimony, JjpawA viii. l&, 20. the 
testimony of Jesus, Rev. i. 2 ; to the law of truth, 
Mat. ii. 6 ; not whispering lies against truth ; to 
grape and truth, John i. 17 ; not to graceless, snuf- 
iy, smoky, church, or state, slandering trutlis, law- 
less nods, winks, and devil's love letters : to the 
doers, then, of the law of love, Rom.iU 13 ; of the 
perfect Icnv of liberty, James i. 25 ; tlie fulftllcrs of 
the royal law, James ii. 8. lliese are our truths, 
law, and testimony : upon these principles we con- 
struct the following pages for tlie universal good, 
not for £Jse or lawless bigotry for a party. 

d2 
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Suppose the justices who compose a general 
court, were, with jurors and witnesses, to hold an 
cxparte council on Various occasions, upon hear* 
say evidence, of crimes committed b^' certain citi- 
zens, and prejudge them ; thus prejudicing their 
civil rights, would not the legal evidence of such 
injustice form a ground for their impeachment, by 
an action that would lie against them, and also viti- 
ate and destroy the verdict of the jury, while it 
would weaken the testimony of the witnesses ? And 
shall not we, who are called upon to judge nothing 
before the time, to know no man after the fiesh, be 
upon our guard ? W e, who have the ahai^ of 
congregations, who may, by a single step of severity, 
upon suspicion, hearsay, or partial testimony, enve- 
lope and destroy our brethren in time and eternity ! 
We, whose justice is always to be tempered with 
meekness, patience, gentleness, and mercy. One 
Word, upon an unhsippy occasion, has often produ- 
ced the most direful results, especially against the 
poor, the weak, the wavering, and the vexed heart 
of the stranger f Let us take particular care how 
we bark and -spur upon our own ground. Why, 
O why, do we put on that stiff, puff bail look ? 
Why riggle our japan^d backs, sacerdotal hair, 
slow, selfish bow, and all important self, into supe- 
rior favoritism, at the expense of humanity, good 
breeding, honesty, manliness, justice, the loyal 
law, and our brother^s overthrow ? ' Sh^^ll we go 
to hell for Diotrephes^s monopoly? Our law 
judges no man before it hear him, and know what 
be doeth. Is whispering the hearing spoken of? 
Is hearing one side, by having both sides of our 
partial cake buttered, scriptural hearing? Is judg. 
Uig in the absence of the accused, without being 
confronted by the opposite side, by cr4>s$ examina- 
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Hon, knowing what the poor, oppressed, and slan- 
dered innocent doeth? Is jumping upon the ap. 
palled brother like a cat, and worrying bim as a 
mastiff, without giving time for repeated hearings, 
justice? Is being judged by a prejudiced tribu* 
nal, justice ? Is it justiof^ where there is not al- 
ways a dieck upon check ? Is it an impartial 
code or^dministration, where, I say before the trial, 
that " I shall say so ;'l and " will you do so ;'* and 
" we shall decide so^ in t:aucus fashion ;" and that 
too, when our all is at stake y and the previous ques- 
^ion proposed and token, instead of free inquiry ; 
instead oinwrcy glarying aver justice? 

We have been long tossed up and downin the 
tempestuous ocean of political and religious ambi- 
tion. Exclusive privileges have been sought for, 
and obtained, by the cunning, over the candid; the 
avaricious, over the benevolent ; the pompous, over 
the humble. Many, having quite forsaken and lost 
the good old* way of true, humble greatness ; are 
climbing up to the dangerous acme of sacerdotal 
liCtleness. 

Tlie cogitations and agitations of envious souls, 
(as bodies surcharged with bile) are overflowing by 
malignant regurgitations, through the ducts of so- 
ciety, resulting in the black vomit of defamation ; 
which^ poisoning the atmosphere of ail companies^ 
ia inhaled into the bovvels, brains, blood, and whole 
systen^ of civil and religious economy* The plague 
having thus 'obtained fixedness^ discolors the co* 
ral lip by the deadly, hellish tinge of pale blue en- 
vy ; the vivid glow of the cheek with sallow saffron; 
the brow of heaven is perverted into Leviathan fe- 
rocity; that eye of sympathy, to the fiery glance 
of dire portentous wratli ; whilst the smiling mouth 
gnaws the under lip> as indicative of some deadly 
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passion ! The hearts of almost all society, joinings 
in the murderous perturbations and undulations^ 
of which those are the signs ; run for, and grasp at, 
wider fields of power, oppression, riches, and re- 
venge, until the horrific fangs and spoliatiohs hav- 
ing long accrued to socin^, by tyrannical, imbecile 
servants, having rode upon political and religious 
horses, trampling broken reeds in the dust ; res- 
training popular revenge, is thereby heated, as Ne- 
buchadnezzar's furnace, and burns up th^ir direful 
malignant oppressors ; or, like mount ^tna, roars^ 
shakes its fiery top, pours down its indignant lava, 
and bums up the briars and thorns in one day ! To 
avoid which, let us restrain personal slander ; limits ^ 
check, and define, privilege and power. To obtaia 
these ends, we shall . consider those words of the 
prophet £2ekiel :- — 

In thee are men that carry tales to shed blood. 
In thee have they taken gifts to shed blood. Ezek. 
xxii. 9, 12. 

Fine work for Christians to be about. " To car- 
ry tales to shed blood," to shed blood by -whispers^ 
for gifts too ; •* In thee, (saith the prophet) have 
they taken gifts to shed blood." If you look at 
the margh)al explanation of tales in the text,^ it will 
be found to read, '* men of slanders ;^^ as much as 
if the prophet had said, lightij as you may think of 
tales in English, they mean slanders in the original 
Hebrew^ and although you leave it entirely to a 
jury and court to punish slanderers, as the jury and 
court may adjudge proper, without a special sta- 
tute, yet herein you are guilty of particUity in the 
codes of your jurisprudence ; for in thee are a set 
of men and women, who, under the color of the 
Glory of God, the safety of the republic, the pun- 
ishnient of the guilty, Uie saving of the innocent, 
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justiQ^ all their slanders : thus cotorii^ the mali- 
cious marders of the tongue and pen, under the 
hypocritical mask ' of pretended necessity, and, 
therefc»pe, should be restrained by special, defined, 
limited statute. 

St. Paul saith, " Speak evil of no man." Tttus^ 
iiL 2. The 9landerer singles out an extraordinary 
black case of evil, without full proof, only by hear- 
say and malicious susqpicion, and under that pre- 
tence justifies all hisfelonious defamations. ^* Thou 
shalt Jove thy neighbour as thyself," saith God; 
we plead necessary slanderous informations, in bar 
of the fulfilment of the equitable precept — '* What- 
soever ye would that men should do unto you, do 
' ye evcn^o to them, for this is the law and the pro- 
phets," saith Jesus* Matt* vii. 12. For which law 
and prophets they substitute Lucifer's lawless ob- 
loquys, still ciying out necessity ! 

Solomon saith, *' It is the glory of God to con- 
ceal a thing." Frav. xxv. 2. But, contrary to 
God^s glory, the slanderer, as the devil's constable, 
acts by virtue of his hellish search warrant, and re- 
veals every thing he hears or suspects, to the pre- 
sent and eternal injury of his brother. " Love 
coveretli all sins ; but (whispering) hatred stirreth 
up implacable strifes." Ffov, x. 12. An honest, 
$till-tongued man, will faithfully take the beam out 
of his own eye ; but a whispering hypocrite, will 
steadfastly and suspiciously behold the *• mote in 
his. brother's eye." Matt. vii. An .altar-scraping 
tell-tale, a church lickplate, . like Peter, can bear 
with his brother only until seven times ; while a 
saint mercifully endures until seventy times seven. 
Matt, xviii. 21, 22. If a well-bred Christian be 
offended by, or at his brother, he goes and tells 
him of his fault between him and him alone, like 
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anum; but an open-mouthed maligner runs like 
Jehu's chariot with Satan^s license, and disbuideris 
bis heart burning backbitings, to some receiver oi 
murdered and stolen reputation^ in the church. A 
faithful soldier of the crods forgives seven times in 
a day, if his brother repent. Luke xvii. 4 ; while a 

guffed up, impatient reviler bawls out, ^^ what ! if 
e got Srtmk ptddicly \ fine work, indeed, always 
sunning, and always repenting ;" and. this he pn>« 
Bounces with as great a puff as an offended dog, 
when he sneezes out a load of foul matter from his 
nostrils^ falsely and foolishfy imagining that he has 
a license, to alter God's rule herein^ because the 
quitter transpire publicly ! Thus, and thus go 
on the implacable breakers of bruised reeds, as the 
devil's pedlers. 

When a poor, frail brodier is overtaken in a 
fault, those who are spiritual restore such anone.in 
the spirit of meekness, ccHisidering themselves lest 
they also be overcome, herein bearmg each other's 
burdens, and so fulfilling th^ law of Christ. Gal* 
vi* ; whilst an un£[»^iving, fretful railer, who lords 
it over God's heritage, thinking himself to be 
something, because he has the charge df a churcli» 
when he is nothing but a doubtle rectified novice, 
sticks histoi^ue and pen intothepo(»r backslider's 
heart, and pierces him through witfi many sorrmvs ! 
A meek and holy saint, above all things, has fer- 
vent charity, and covereth a multitude of sins, 1 
JPetfir iv. 8. ; whilst a pediing talebearer sitteth 
and speaketh against his tn-other : thou slanderest 
thine own mother's son. Psalm 1. 20. 

Having thus contrasted the patient saint and 
high eyed, malefic slanderety we proceed to the di* 
vision and consideration of the text. < 
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** In thee are men thai carry tales to shedibod^ 
In thee have they taken g\fis to shed bldodJ^ 

And, in the first place, let us explain what is 
meant by taleSf -m the text ; called slanders in the 
mai^n* 

2dty. The signst hesy and theji of these tale ear^ 
riers. 

Sdly* That they are murderersy for the Hol^ 
Ghost saith, *^ diey carry tales to shed blood P^ thev 
object is murder. 

4thly. That the love of g<mi prompts them* 
" They have taken gi/is to shed blpod.^* 

Inquire we, then, what is meant by tales ? 

You will not forget that tales in the text, is cadk 
ed slanders in the old niargif^l Hebrew ; so that, 
according to the Hebrew, sl talebearer ^ (not barely 
a liar J is a slanderer; that is to say, any kind of 
tales, productive of mischief, or loss, are slanders, 
wl^ther those tales be false or true — For it matters 
not to the sister or brother, whom we pierce by our 
tales, whetiber inconsiderate truth, or deliberate ma- 
lice was the cause of their rub, for '' what signifies 
the innocency of the motive or intention, wl^nthe 
action is a crime*"-— ilia^jrc^/oir* 

And this meaning, of the word slander, is con- 
firntted by the German, or Teutonic word Ferlime- 
dungy s. slander, backbiting, railing, vilifying, de« 
traction, evil speaking, whispering, obloquy, tra- 
ducing. Bailey derives the, verb to slander, fi-om 
schaendeny literally to scandalize, from the ancient 
German, or Teutonic, answering to the words evil 
speaking and backbiting ; either by lies, malicious 
truth, or inconsideration ; even a cavilery a quirky 
or a nmlicious mterprettr is a slanderer ^ according 
to Young's Latin Diction^. 
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* Boyer'fi Freiich dictionaiy «xpkins'thc verb neu- 
ter medire^ to mean, to slander, rail, speak ill, or 
revile, to backbite, or traduce. And the word me- 
disance, sub^ slander^ or slandering, obloquy, de- 
traction, evil speaking, raifing, reviling, or vilify- 
ing, backbiting, traducing. 

From which overuling authorities we may safe- 
ly affirm, that there are slanderous truths, as well 
as slanderous falsehoods, contained in ApoByon's 
steam frigate defamation. 

The gentlemen of the bar smile at the want of 
information of the law in those who constantly af- 
firm, in the most dogmatical manner, that truth is 
not slander ; and, to their everlasting discdmfiture, 
produce the following overwhelming law audiori- 
ties:-— 

" It is no excuse inforoconsciencia^ (at flie bar 
of conscience( that the slanderous words spoken 
are true. For malicious slander is tlie relating of 
either truth or falsehood, for the purpose of creat- 
ing misery : for truth may be made instrumental 
to the success of malicious designs, as well as 
falsehood'"— •j8flfr{>n, vok vi. p. 201. 

Slander^ (saidi the great law author Espinasse, 
barrister at law,} is the defaming a man in his re- 
putation, by speaking or writing words, from 
whence any injury in character or property arises, 
or may arise, to him of whom the words are used.*' 
r-^Espinasse^s Digest^ p. 196, chap. x. 

And the great Paley, in, his Moral Philosophy^ 
quarto edition, p- 191, says, ** that there is such a 
kind of slander.as may be dendminated inconsider^ 
ate.'' 

** Inconsiderate slander, (saith he) consists in the 
want of that regard to the consequences of our con* 
duct^ which a just afiection for human happiness. 
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and a. concern for our doty, would not have iaikd 
to have produced in us. And it is no answer to 
this crimination to say/ tliat we entertained no 
evil design." 

Some signs of the disease called tales^ or slart' 
derSf are as follow : — 

First suspicion* ^ 

*VBut he was foul> ill favoured, and grim. 
Under his eye brows Jooking still askance ; 
And ever as dissemblance laugh'd on him, 
/He lower'd on her witli dangerous eye glance : 
Shewing his nature in his countenance. 
His reeling eyes did never rest in place, 
But walk'd each way, for fear of hid mischance ; 
Holding a lattice still before his face, 
Through which he still did peep, as forward he 
did pass." Spencer. 

Behold a room, arrray'd in pride, 

.As each sits up a target shield ; 
Where aisled eyes the weak deride. 

And chase them through the coquette fields 
' The vain embattled fops engage, 

In nods, and laughs, and peeps, and puns*; 
With slowjaw^d spleen, and envious rage. 

As l^ingrage, rockets, grape, and guns. 

Never did a kicking horse or mule shew a 
greater propensity for a side kick, by turning back 
the tale of the eye, than docs a talebearer, when he 
give^ the same sign of' a crooked heart, by a back 
glance from his adgled eye* 

2d. Winking is another " hell spof^ of a tale^ 
bearer. 

^' A naughty person^ (saith Solomon) a wicked 

E 
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man wiukctbjwrtth hb eyes,, speaketb.witb his feet, 
he teacheth with his fingers ; frowarcjness is in his 
heart, he deviseth mischief continually,; he sowetfei 
discord*" Prcfv. vi. 

Take care of all those finger teachers^ , and feet 
speakers, for they are sowing discord. 

Whispering is another death spot tinged upon 
the lips of a talebearer. . 

Whisperejs are called haters of God. jRamans i. 
29, 30. _ 

They divide chief ftiends., saith the wise man-. 

Sd* Asking questions with an inquisitorial as- 
pect, the answering of which opens a wide field of 
infamy, upon which the slanderer would feast his 
eyes, and teedhis malicious heart, proves us to be 
calumniators of a very deep die. Some twisting, 
eackling, skipping, sipping, shuffling young twit- 
terers, have a sarcastic way of squeaking their 
throats to each other, with a scream of contempt 
and ridicule, indicative of obloquy against some 
person or persons present, terminating their turgid- 
ity by a guinea hen cackle. 

Another " hell spot," or full proof of a slanderer 
is, his sheepish, hidden smile at the narration of 
calamities having happened to his competitors, and ' 
upon the prostration of a man who_ transcended 
him in virtue, talents, succe$$, and public opinion, 
to rejoice like those who divide the spoiL 

Again, when we call up the name of an absent, 
or shew honor to a person who is present, or ex- 
pose one who Js obnoxious to a third person, and 
that third person wrinkles the nose, tosses the upper 
lip, kindles and winks. the eye, lowers the eye 
brows, lolls out the tongue, ojr twists the mouth to 
the one side, like the handle of a high seasoned 
teapot. O I map of God, there Is death in the pot ! 
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A very evident sign of a slanderer is, the inward 
gall which boils out by a stamping foot, a bear 
gruirt, screwed lip eye, frowning eye brow, biting 
lip, shrugging shoulders, shaking head, haughty 
and menacing mien, when a backbiter is turned in 
side out by an ingenious and ingenuous delinea- 
tion. 

Another mark of a talebearer is, when they op- 
pose those who stand up like men for universal 
charity, watching every word of their mouths, 
blackenuig their motives^ joining their enemies^ 
envying tfieir success, slighting their persons, and 
weakening their arguments; thus fulfilling our 
Lord's words, he that is not with us is against us, 
and he tliat gathereth not with us. scattereth abroad. 

Ignorance of what evil speaking is, is a certain 
evidence of our being upon the slandering side of 
the question. For if we do God's will, by search-, 
ing the Scriptures, we shall know of the doctrine 
of love, which is of God, and hatred, which is of 
the devil. Why, and whence is it that so few know, 
as that great scholar and divine, John Wesley saith, 
what evil speaking is ? ** What is evil speaking?" 
(saith he). All a man says may be as true as the 
iSible, and yet the saying it is evil speaking. Sup- 
pose I have seen a man drunk, or heard him curse 
or swear, I tell this when he iS absent : it is evil 
speaking. In our language, this is also, by an ex- 
tremely proper name, termed backbiting. If a tale 
be delivered in a scrft and quiet manner, then we 
call it wliispering. Still it is evil speaking ; still 
this command, ** speak evil of no many^ is trampled 
underfoot, if we relate to another the fault of a 
third person, when he is hot present to answer for 
Itimself. We speak thus out of sl noble, generous; 
(it is well it we do not say) holy indignation ^gdinst 
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these vik creatures ! \ft eommit sin from more 
hatred ofsiri ! Wc serve the devil out of pure zeal 
Jbr God. It is merely to punish the wickedj that 
we run into this wickedness* ^So do the pas- 
sions justify themselves, and palm sin upon us un- 
der the veil oJ^holinessJ^^ 

Where is one amongst a hundred of Mr. Wes- 
ley's admirers, who does not err from theclosene^ 
of his Catholic arguments^ and come under the de* 
nomination of those who, when they see a man 
drunk, or hear him curse or swear, serve the devil 
out of pure zeal for God, by blabbing it out ? And 
out of mere hatred to sin, thus Commit sin? 
Where, we ask again, is one in five hundred of all 
tiie religious world, who domes up to this great, 
and for two hundred years inimitable, reformer's 
injunctions?. ** Resolutely (saith he) refuse to 
hear, though the whisperer complain of being bur- 
dened till he speak. Burdened! diou fool, dost 
* 'tiiou travail' wifli thy cursed secret, as a woman tra- 
yaileth with child ? Go then and be delivered <tf 
thy burden, in the way the Lord hath ordained." 
Matt, xviii. 

And we may add that those who, as Mr. Wes- 
ley enjoins, do not resolutely oppose slanderers, 
are also, with the backbiter, out of the holy hill, 
according to the Hebrew margin of P^lm xv. 3. 
wherein it is said, or recdoethy or endureth; that 
is, he that receiveth or endureth the backbiter 
Without reproof, or the taker tip of the reproach 
which the backbiter drops, is in the devil's right, 
is out of the tabernacle and the holy hill. 

Having, we hope, proved to the c<Miviction of 
the impartial inquirer, that talesy in the cwiginal Ac- 
brewy mean slander Sy and also that slander means 
any kind of evil speaking, or detracting from the 
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f^pdtatton of another, either by lies or truth, by 
tnaliciotis truths, or malicious falsehoods ; as also 
having given a few of the " hell spots'*'* of slande« 
RTS : We proceed next to prove, that backbiting 
me^ms to speak against a person^ and not lies^ as 
some imagine, not malice al(»)e, not misrepresent- 
ation alone. 

2dly* Tlmt backbiters are, as such, incorrigibly 
incapable of telhng the truth, their minds being bi- 
assed by the devil. 

3cHy. That, when in a backbiting tnanner, they 
^\\ 2L skmderous truthy it is a moral lie against 
revealed trtttk. . ^ 

And first, backbite — This wwd, according to 
the great Tk. Adam Clarke, is derived from two 
Grreek w<H'ds, one of which is against, the other, / 
speakj literally to speak against a person ; so that 
the word don't mean, as Wesley saith, to speak be- 
hind the back barely, but any kind of railing, revil- 
ing, CM" ev8 speaking ojl or against a person, either 
to the face, or behind the back. What then will 
the-new*s carrier do to keep tip his or her trade of 
telling upon all those wicked sinners, whom they 
have been in the habit of insulting before com- 
pany, and to preachers, and all others behind their 
backs ? We know what diey ought to have had 
kmg ago for backbiting, namely —the penitentiary, 

2dly. We were to prove, that a backbiter is, 
while continturig in that spirit, incapable, as such^ 
of telling the truth, his mind being bent upon 
high coloring. To accomplish "which, we ask, with 
Pilate^ — fFhat is truth ? Jesus saith, *"' I am the 
truth.*^ John xiv. 6. What example did He, who 
is the truth, set before us ? Why mercy, pity, 
forgiveness, and covering the sin^ of Mar}% at the 
table of whispering Simon, the Pharisee. Luke vii. 

e2 
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And when a group of women haters, or old siai'ider- 
iug bachelors, brought a poor woman taken in 
adultery, for Jesus to accuse her before him, be 
took tlie poor girl's part, instead of joining, her duU, 
dry, joyless maligners^ making it the only con4i- 
tipn of their throwing a single pebble at her, that 
they should be what it is impossible (or any un« 
merciful backbiter to be, that is to say, without 
sin. John viii. 7. And we may further. add that 
he said nothing severe to her, nor any word against 
her, until the sland^erers turned their backs upon 
" mercy and truth met together ^'^ in the person of 
the Messiah. Psalm Ixxxv. 10; as they would 
do, were we to follow herein, his example. For 
be it enacted, that wherever mercy and truth are 
seperated, neither mercy or truth can exist ; .char- 
ity or mercy being the truth, and therefore rejoices 
in the trutli, when it promotes tlie interest or hap- 
piness of even an enemy. 1 Cor. xiii. 6. 

" The Church is called the pillar of truth. 1 
Tim. iii. 1.5.> It hoids forth the mind of Christ, as 
a pillar does an edict or proclamation, that all ntay 
take notice of it ; so that the truths of God are 
published, (not the nods, winks, sarcasms^ and lies 
of backbiters) suppc»ted, and kept from siuk^ing by 
it ; in. which sense, teachers, prophets, and apos- 
tles are likewise called pillarsv" Pravi ix. 1. Jer~» 
i. 18. Qak ii* 9. — A. Cruden. - 

" Truth is put for the true doctrine of the Gos* 
peV Gal. iii. 1. O ! foolish GuUatians, who hath 
bewitched you, that ye should wctf obey the truth ? 
And we may add, O ! foolish backbiters and tale- 
bearers, after what we have produced to prove that 
, slanderers are incable to tell the truth, be no Icmger 
bewitched by the malignant, who seduce you from 
the truth of mercy and truth met together, but im- 
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itate him who is Aie truth, in cov^ing and forgiv- 
ing sins ; , imitate the Church as the pillar of the 
truth, holding forth the mind of Christ, as pillars 
do edicts and proclamations, that all may s^e, read» 
mid obey, so that the truths of God may be pub- 
lished, not Lucifer's obloquy Sm 

Wtot, then, are. tlujse charitable truths of God> 
the holding forth of which, is the duty of Chi:istians, 
aad of the promulgation whereof backbiters are 
incap£^ble, while ihey continue U*aducers ? 

And first — " O lordy (saith David) thtf command- 
ments antht truth. Psalm cxix^ 151. 

.They are negative^ as follows : — 

Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer 
amongst thy people. Levit. xix. 16. If you ask 
the talebearer where the emphatic word in this 
sentence is, he or she will reply, {Aa//, as if God 
emnmani^d hiin imperjously to be a talebearer ; 
whereas it^ is a negative command, and therefore 
has the imperative prohibitory injunction upon the 
word: no/ — " 7%ott shalt not go up and dovyn as a 
tsfebearer," plainly proviiig tliat the backbiter is the 
devil's petUer^ ov trader ^{^ the Hebrew word tah- 
bearer means, as saith A. Clarke,) when he says, 
naming a man or woman, , he got drunk, or she 
brawled, railed, or fought in the kitchen 5 instead, 
then> of being pillars of the truth, holding forth the 
mind of Christ as pillars do proclamations, they are 
{Hilars of lies and malicious colourings, turn- 
ing motes into rbeams^ giving publicity to the edict3 
and proclamations ot the fatlier of lies, who was a 
murdei^r from the beginning, and abode not in the 
truths " Lord (saith David) who shall abide in 
thy tabernacle ? Who shall dwell in thy holy hill ? 
He that baekbiteth not with his tongue, nortaketh 
up a reproach ^anst' hisneighbour.?* Fsalm x v. 3* 
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Take notice, he don't say he that backbite^ — tWi 
is not the emphatic wdrd» but he that backbiteth 
not. Neither doth he ask, Who shall get, or who 
has gotten into the Church? But who shall abide 
there ? And immediately makes it a test of iheir 
abidance therein, that they backbite naf , take tfet 
up the backbiter's reproach, not receive or endure 
it, as saith the margin : shewing, by these notSy the 
incapacities of backbiters to tell the truth, and 
their aptitude to lies- 
Having shewn who U'uth is,. and tliat his exam- 
ples are as opposite to backbiting as heaven is to 
hell, or truth to fal^hood v as also, that the Church 
is compared to a pillar holding forth tlie word of 
truths as pillars, in some countries, do edicts and 
proclamations, that all may see, read,, and obey the 
laws ; aaalso, that God's commands are called the 
truth; that upon the subject in hand in the Chris- 
tian merchant's account brought forward, they are 
negative and positivty in which St. Paul joins when 
he saith, ^^ speak evil oj' no manJ^^ Titus iiK 2. 
And St. James, speak not evil one of another, bre- 
thren : he that speaketh evil of his brother, speaJc- 
cth.evil of the law. James iv. 11.. , They accuse 
that very law which prohibits their slanders, for 
saying, ^^ speak evil of no many^ and they set up 
an uncharital>le system, of backbiting against itw 
Having, we repeat, brought forward the slanderers 
truths and proved it to be a lie by the negutwe 
command thou shalt not^ we, in the next place, 
pledge ourselves, to prove it to be a double reetijied 
ke in the affirmativb, by the positive com- 
mand. Thou shalt love thy ne^hboiu^ as thyself. 
Thus saith the Lord — '* Thou shalt not avenge, 
nor bear any grudge against the children of thy 
people ; but thou 4halt lov£ thy neighbour as thy^ 
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self. Lcvit- xix. Until, then, the devil's pedlers, 
and love letter writers in obloquy, can prove that 
the command enjoins* it upon iis to avenge, and 
would thus read, " Thou shalt,'' instead of '' thou 
shah not'' avetige. Thou shait not loVe thy neigh- 
ho\At as thyself, (because misers, shavers, slave- 
holders, and slanderers find this equitable precept 
too honest, just, and merciful, and the lazy, the 
robber, and the flinthearted say the way is too nar- 
row ;) we say, until these points are proved, we 
consequently set down religious backbiters as liars, 
though they speak what they call nothing but the 
truth ; it being evident that every thing is a lie, 
which is opposite to the written word of truth. 

'• 1 rejoiced greatly, (saith John) that I found thy 
children walking in the truth." What truth, John ? 
Why, that ye have backbit, and carried tales be- 
cause they were true, because ye have told upon 
every one who got drunk, like hoarse or squeaking 
marsh frogs, and upon every couple who disagreed 
i« their families, upon swearers by name, upon 
liars ; but more especially because ye^ have slan- 
dered the pobr^ the slave, the fatherless, the widow, 
the stranger, and those who >yere in your debt, like 
cowards ajid assassins. No, rto, saith John, but 
the ^*' truths as we have received commandment 
fppm the father. And now I beseech thee, lady, 
(you see how he writes to the ladies) not as though 
I wrote a new comman,dment unto thee, but that 
which we had from the beginning, ihaXvreliyveone 
another. And this is hve, that we walk after his 
commandments. Thi^ is the cdrtimandment, that 
as ye have heard, from the beginning, ye should 
walk in it/' 2epis. John. iv. 5, 6. As certam, 
then, as love is truth, and the commandment /(W^j 
yea, the old commandment from the beginningy so 
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certain it is, that when we depart from love, to tell 
what we call truth, that is tOw say, a slanderous 
truth, not speaking the truth in lave^ we are liars ; 
we are shamed^ blamed^ and shall be damned jii we 
continue to think, teach, and practice those slan- 
dermis^ malidous truths^ which being opposite to 
God, produced by the devil, evidenced by back- 
bitings, and declared, by the eternal Logos, 
his word or spirit, to have been lies from the be- 
ginning i for **hc that lovetli not^ knowcth not 
God, as God is Ime.^* I John iv. 8. ^* Love work- 
etli no ill to his neighbour,'^ ther^fwe true ; hatred 
and telling backbiting truths, is continually work- 
ing all kifids of ill to our neighbour ; thtt^fore, a 
6e. M Therefore love b the fulfilling of the law.", 
Therefore, backbitiiig, which signifies to speak 
gainst a person, either by truth or lies, is the vio- 
lation of the law of God, of the land, of decency, 
honesty, truth, and love ; of course it is hellish an- 
archy ; ^tis Siilan's fore courts of injustice and mis- 
representation-;* 'tis indefinite injustice, irrep^raWe 
ruin ! Before it is Eden, behind it a desolate wil- 
derness ! " All, therefore, whatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto you, do ye even so to 
them ; for this, (not telling upon your brother,) is 
the law Mid the prophets." Matt, vn^ 12; cer- 
tainly, then, as ye would not wish for mankind to 
" make themselves nierry with your faults," nor to 
tell them at all to your injury, by turning your wife, 
husband, son, daughter, benefactor^ brother, sis- 
ter, neighbour, debtor, creditor, lawyer, preacher, 
leader, master, mistress, sweetlieart, or enemy of 
your^ults; or if you were a stranger, to be slight- 
ed, or otherwise to do any thing contrary to what 
you would think just by a change of situation ; in 
a word, ^^hatsoever t/e w<?«A/," ought to goyera 
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do contrary thereunto, we violate the moral, the 
royal liaw, and the prophets— consequently, to ap* 
ply it to the point ia hand, we are, in so doing, 
liars against universal charity ; so self-evident it 
is ; yea, it must be^ that he that will not abide by, 
and promote Christian charity, will never be bound 
by truth, Yea^ let God be true^ but every (back- 
biting telltale) altar :^^ a liar against morality, con- 
science, revelation, and God ! 

Haying proved, from the " truth ofGoJy^^ that 
a. backbiter, or, which is the same, that a slande-' 
rer^ as a retailer of reviling truths, acts from a mo- 
tive which never c^n be supported ; namely, that 
while circulating obloquy, he profess and justifies 
his innocency of intention, when the action is vil- 
lainous ; thus doing what is. contrary to the royal 
law of iove^ upon which his self-love is not, but 
should be founded ; we go on, in continuation, to 
illustrate the subject by a mirror, a lake, a magni- 
fying, or multiplying glass. 

When persons who pass by a mirror are thrown 
upon their heads by the refraction, we then have a 
small representation of a backbiter who inverts the 
order of incidents, his mind being altogether bent 
upon distortion, contortion, and entire misrepre- 
sentation. 

Behold an inflated lake, pond, or river, all trou- 
bled,, restless, turbid, ** shewing a surface continu- 
ally varying ;" in it you mark the features of a 
skmderer, or, which is the same thing, a defamer ; 
they misrepresent the landscapes — so do the minds^ 
tongues, and pens of defamers distort the features 
of moral landscapes; stuffed up with envy and 
malice, their eyes are red, yellow, green, or black ; 
and according to the gall of the heart, and as is the 
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colour of the eyes, so will be the image upon the 
diseased retina ; that is to say^ as they wish, as 
they think, as they hear, so they speak, which is 
always in the marvellous, received and conveyed 
through a defaced, suffocated atmosphere. 

As is a magnifying glass to the eye, turning a 
musqueto into a large cormorant, bittern, or grey 
crane ; a merino ram into an elephant, or a sunfish 
to a whale ; so also is a backbiting disposition, to 
transform the appearance of evil into the most pro- 
fligate designs and overt acts ; the lens are diseased^ 
or, as when a multiplying glass refracts a legion, 
though but one or two are advancing, so, in like 
manner, the slanderer sounds the defamatory trum- 
pet of discord, in all companies, setting the world 
on fire by a small matter, apd, therefore, always 
(Speaking in hyperboles, comes under the denomi* 
nation of a liar ; yea, a troop cometh^ as the mo» 
tlier of Gad said at his birth : which leads us to 
consider him as a thief, as a robber of the highest 
magnitude, an universal felon ! 

'^ Thou shalt not steal," is broken in upon, and 
violated every where by those who will not steal a 
pin; wife and husband^ are stolen from each othar 
by slanderers; matchts broken up ; workmen pre- 
vented of, and ruined in their several employments; 
strangers defeated in honest attempts to settle in 
our beloved Canaan; while merchants and me- 
chanics are drove upon the rocks of Cilia, and hito 
the vortex of Chary bdis ! 

Solomon saith, Frov. x. 18, That " he that ut- 
tereth slander is a fool ;" that is, the circulatcf, the 
maker kiK)wn, he that uncovers the tale ; thus, in 
like manner, he who utters bad notes, or false coin, 
is equally guilty of felony with him who makes the 
bad money. How foolish, then, and lying is, and 
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must be tl^ whisperer who thinks that uttering, 
that is to say, publishing the faults of his brethren, 
is not equally damning, as are the actions of those 
drunkards, liars, fighters, and swearers, of whom 
these very religious and cunning calumniators 
speak with an eVil tongue, hypocritical groan, and 
a pitying, white eyed, long prayer, crying out with 
a quivering tone, L-o-r-d pity him, he is the worst 
foe to himself. 

The avidity with which those well known words 
of Shakspeare have been received, in the Moor of 
Venice — 

** He who steals my purse is a trash thief; 
** But the pilferer of my good name, 
-^^ Robs me of that which not enriches him, 
** And makes me poor indeed/' 
We repeat, the universal agreement of all Chris- 
tendom with that historical great dramatic poet, in 
that sentiment, proves that slanderers are consi- 
dered as the most enormous thieves in society ; and 
that we no longer should hesitate to call them fe- 
lonsy but have a " J?<? it enacted^'* as well as a thus 
saith the Lord. Surely no one can be so ignorant 
as not to know that there is one thousand dollars 
worth robbed from mankind by the tongue and 
pen, for one hundred by the fingers in the pick- 
pocket way ; by signs from Satan's signal book of 
defamation, such as his tclegraphical conveyances, 
which is enough to make us cry out as Cicero, 
•* O Cataline, how long shall we bear with you ?" 
O slanderers, O Satan's pedlers, ye privileged 
fire brands of society, ye barking, biting, dogs of 
hell \ how long shall we bear with you ? Ye plod- 
ders, winkers, and nodders, who pray Lord pity 
them, they are the worst foes to themselves, then 
stab by the harpoon of the tongue, praying forj 
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stniling at, whispering against, feeding, clothing, 
and robbing all around ! How ridiculous do we 
appear to ourselves while declaring agaiust slander, 
and yet caress backbiters, as the &vored, sppilr 
cd Joseph's of the church and state ? Instead of 
consigning them to the penitentiary^ we leave it 
with a jury without a penal statute equal or pro- 
portionate in punishment and obloquy to other 
criminalites. If there were an act of assembly, 
which would punish the slandering thief who ^eals 
by the tongue,. as well as those who steal with the 
hands, then, in that case, the jury could find them 
guilty under such an act, as in cases of lar- 
ceny, without affecting either the trid by jury, the 
liberty of speech, or of the press, an act which 
would provide for the liberty of canvassing the 
conduct and character of our public agents by the 
tongue and pen, as those are amenable to the peo^ 
pie, as their trustees and guardians. 

Then, when a jury would find against a ba9k- 
biter, he could not as he now can, swear out by the 
insolvent act, but must, like a double distilled villain 
go into the clang click house of correction ; even a 
eup cackler could not then break up a character or 
a match with impunity, and thus impede popula- 
tion. If a man has any thing against another, let 
him forgive like a Christian, or sue at law, as a 
man, and not slander by words or letters, like the 
devil's pedler ! Suppose a person to be going 
about with a torch, burning the world before him, 
another with a naked dagger stabbing, and a third 
with a case of pistols shooting all he meets, would 
society -not wrest the fire from the incendiary, the 
dagger from the assassin, and the pistol out of the 
hands of the murderer ? And shall not we then 
cut oi^t the tongue of the slanderer for burning so- 
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ciety, cut off the hand of Lucifer*s letter writers, 
and suffocate that throat of Cerberus for being like 
an open sepulchre of helly by swallowing up all 
around ? More especially as the rattlesnake gives 
warning before it bites, the lion roars before it tears 
in pieces, the dog barks ere he bites, but the sly, 
insidious whisperer has robbed you of all your fu- 
ture joys, before you discovered his or her hand, 
or heard thdir voice speaking out of the dust ; your 
character is decided upon in your absence ; no- 
thing, in a few hours, has amounted to most des- 
tructive realities ; the tale accumulates as it goes, 
and the mark of eternal infamy is stamped upon 
you from Dan to Bersheba ; and all this by the 
deviFs four courts of injustice ; the companion of 
your bosom is alienated from you, neighbours and 
friends turn away, the object of your future exj^ec- 
tations tosses up the nose at you ; money, trade, 
food, clothing, firiends are all gone, gone for ever ; 
down you sink, brood,, and languish under the op- 
pressive, overwhelming load, until a house of bad 
fame entraps one, frost kills another, a third is 
starved with his family for want, a fourth drowns 
herself, a fifth stabs, a sixth shoots, a seventh pot- 
sons, an eighth hangs himself, wliile another swal- 
lows a dose of laudanum ; thousands are scattered 
from their homes, and expire in the midst of want, 
waves, wild beasts of prey, more desirable than 
domestic obloquy. But the evil to the slave and 
stranger is not to be conceived, suspected in peace, 
arrested in war, made capable of every villainy, and 
accountable for every tumult ; accused of insatiate 
ambition in the church as well as the state^ he is 
slighted, hooted, trampled upon, and cast out; 
juries are incensed against him, without having 
one half of that body made up of foreigners to pre; 
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vent national partiality ! His talents are underrat- 
ed, his good evil spoken of, his way headed up by 
cowards, the envious and the malignant, and O 
tell it not in Gath, even his religious friends, and 
among them some ambitious little would be^lords 
over God's heritage, who are perpetually riggling 
for favoritism, supplant them in whispers, letters, 
peeps,.shrugs, and other low-bred, cunning devi* 
ces ; and thus make up in policy, the policy of lit- 
tleness and slander, what they ^vant in education^ 
religion, knowledge, and talents. So abominable 
is it to set up for a colonel's or a general's place 
in the church, when we possess only the capacities 
of imbecility i ^^^yy avarice^ sycophancy^ and par^ 
tiality^ to fill them ; when this is the case, corrup- 
tion succeeds to reformation, the 'poor, the slaye, 
and the stranger, neglected and trampled upon, in 
the church and the state, will appros^iniate us to 
the European aggrandizement of the clergy ; and 
then the next thing, is a general assessment for 

preachers, and then- until some high 

toned corrupter introduces civil, through religious 
and military despotism ; to guard against which, 
let us arise and punish, by statute law, the slan- 
derer, the universal thief and murderer, without in- 
fringing thetrial by jury, or the safe developenient 
of public characters. 

If a man stabs at you, you may parry it, if he 
shoots, he may miss you ; if he kills you, you no 
^nore feel the sting of death ; but the villainous tale 
hits, and mortally wounds you, whether false or 
tf ue, until you at last expire, having suffered ten 
thausancj deaths. What, saith the crafty maligner, 
do you think of a man who did so ; what, saM the 
other? 00 ! saith he or she, with a shrug, like a 
humped ijp mne turning up the white of his eyes, - 



65 

shivernig as under atertain ague, and groaning in 
malignant hypocrisy as one wlio travaileth ! And 
what is still an aggravation of the evil is, that al- 
though the whisperer stab, shoot, and kill, sticking 
his or her tongue in your heart strings, barbed and 
poisoned, though they steal all you are, or ever 
shall be worth, by the tongue and pen, there is not 
a single lavv equal to punish them ; or, if you call 
him a tliief, he may sue and recover damages, be- 
cause that no law will justify such an epithet to a 
slandering felon. How necessary, then, to make a 
beginning, to call them thieves by law, and let 
the jury find them guilty under the direction of 
the court. 

Rollin informs us, that " the false accuser was 
condemned to undergo the punishment which the 
person accused was to have suffered, had the accu- 
sation been proved ;" certainly he is a murderer at 
the bar of conscience. This perfectly agrees with 
what our Lord threatens to the flint hearted slan- 
derer, saying, with what measure ye metCy it shall 
be measured to you again ; and the prophet Oba- 
diah pronounces, as thou hast done^ so it shall be 
done unto thee ; thy reward shall return upon thine 
own head, Solomon observes, that he that diggeth 
a pit shall fall into it. 

The restrictive law in Uie revised code of Vir- 
ginia, vol. i. p. 294, under the title * False News,' 
is a weak preventive \ustictj as it is small in its 
penalty, as a rule of remunerative or distributive 
justice. That act makes the circulator of * false 
jiews* pay only forty dollars, and binds him to keep 
the peace if he does not give up the author, which 
is but a weak restraint upon the Leviathan slander ; 
but little satisfaction to injured society, and an 
unsatisfactory cord to bind the hands of the almost 
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ruined person from taking revenge. Whereas, 
were malicious slander, which compasses y which tn- 
tends death, which procures killings punished, as 
are other accessaries to murder, there would then 
be some equivalence in tjie penalty to the crime, 
as well as equalit}' and impartiality in the legisla- 
ture, the code, and the administration of justice. 
For instance, when the " circulator of false news," 
procures the chasing of a man off from his home, 
bis property, country, and friends, or is circulated 
out of his circulation, by being stabbed, shot,poi« 
soned, or, what is worse, by legal murder, through 
Luciferian circulation of lies, mammoth truths, or 
persons bribed into circulations by the power of 
gold^ paper, and silver circulating mediums, pro- 
curing cuts, beatings, batterings, abusings, confis- 
cations, banishments^ breaking off marriages, part- 
ing married people's hearts, what a pop gun is forty 
dollars as a penalty ? Or, when slaves, strangers, 
poor bound boys and girls, lose their reputation by 
irreputable news through Satan's eating, drinking, 
laughing, winking, shrugging, grinning, nodding, 
grunting, groaning, whining, cackling, writing, 
singing, canting, praying slaixlerers, with all the 
signs in his calumniating signal boc^s, and tele- 
graphic dispatches, you might as well look for the 
check or overthrow of false, malicious, or inconsi- 
derate slanders by your forty dollar penalty, as to 
expect the blowing of all our ships of war out of 
the water, with all our brave tars witliin them, by 
the far fetched breath of European bulls, bull frogs^ 
Mid bull dogs, assisted by Algerines, 8cc. Slander^ 
as the behemoth of Job, has iron loins, gall navel, 
sinews of spring steel, ribs of brass, and a heart of 
flint ; or like great Leviathan, who is able to stand 
before him ? Lay thine hand upon him, remember 
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the battle, do no more. Shall not one be cast down 
even at the sight of him ? None is so fierce that 
dare stir him up ; who then is able to stand before 
him ? Who can discover the face of his garment ? 
Or who can come to him with his double bridle ? 
Who can open the doors of his calumniating face ? 
His adder teeth are terrible round-about ; his scales 
of excuses, supported by jury decisions, church 
oppressicms, and neighbourhood scandals, for de- 
&mation, are his pride, shut up together in civil 
and religious hypocriSy^ as with a close seal ; one 
excuse (like the scales of Leviathan) is so- near to 
another, that as no air can come between the scales 
of the one, so no law, jury, nor penalty, can come 
between the excuses and exculpations of the other ; 
for the whisperer's apologies are so closely com** 
pacted one to another, that they stick together so 
tliat they cannot be sundered ; by his sneezings, a 
false light doth shine as an ignis-jatuusy and his 
eyes, to the credulous, suspicious, and amBitioos^ 
are like the eye lids of the naorning ; out of his 
slandering nu)uth go burning lamps, fed by gall, 
wormwood, and ratsbane, blackening, burning, 
and poisoning the atmosphere, while sparks of fice 
kapout from the tongue ; out of his snorting nos« 
trik goeth a sneering smoke, as out of a seething 
pot or caldron, or a clattering steam boat of hell, 
bursting and scalding all around ; his hypocritical j 
tarnishing breath kindleth the coals of anger, ma* 
lice, wrath, guile, envy, jealousy, and revenge, and 
a flame goeth out of bis mouth set on fire of hell, 
and productive of a world of iniquity, as though 
hell and earth had the cholera morbus of implaca- 
ble bitterness. In his selfish, stiflF neck remaineth 
strength, and joy is turned into sorrow, into the 
shadow of4eath before him ; the flakes of his ccmi- 
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catenated malignity are joined together ; they arc 
firm in themselves, and supported by Abaddon's 
pandemonium phalanx, so that they cannot be 
moved ; the slanderer's heart is as firm as a stone ; 
yea, as hard as a piece of the nether mill stone, 
" double hooped with flint," with a steel, poisoil- 
ed, serpentine tongue. When slander raiseth up 
himself; the mighty are afraid ; the sword of him 
tliat iayeth at him, cannot hold for want of law and 
merciful churches ; the spear of conscience, the 
dart of common law and revenge, nor the haber- 
geon of God's eternal, vindictive, just remunera- ' 
tion; for he esteemcth the iron hand of law as 
straw, and the brass of conscience as rotten wood. 
The darts of education and public opinion, unsup- 

Eorted by statute, are, by him, counted as stubble ; 
e laugheth at the shaking of the spear of the mon- 
ster, death ; sharp stones are under his rough shod 
feet ; he spreadeth sharp pointed railings and revil- 
ings upon the mire of the muddy circles in which 
he moves through church and state ; he maketh the 
deep of this malicious world by the buckets of his 
steam boat slander, to boil with a maddenning rage, 
like the devil's brew pot ; he maketh the sea of this 
collected, inflated, muddled universe smooth and 
slow, by bribes and friends, for his defamatory pur- 
poses, like a pot of ointment ; he maketh thick 
darkness after him — a darkness which blinds, ad- 
mits of no dissipating light — a darkness which 
may be fek ; one would think the deep tQ he hell. 
" O Cataline, how long shall we bear with you ?'* 
O that the Hercules of the law and the Gospel^ 
may conquer the hydra slander upon the fields of 
equal justice, mercy, and truth* 

_ « 

*' Troy soon shall wake, with one avenging blow 
Crush the dire author of its country's woe." 
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Among which, let us take notice of the unjufit 
coward's previous question. 

Doth our law judge any one before it hear him^ 
(saitb Nicodemus) and know what he doeth? 
John vii. 51. What is it to hear and know ? Hear 
also Jesus. " It is also written that the testimony 
of two men is true." John viii. 17. What is tes- 
timony ? Certainly not hearsay evidence ; for saith 
M^Nally upon evidence, the sixth rule is, that 
hearsay is no evidence ; hearsays are lies, are ma- 
licious and inconsiderate truths circulated frorn^ 
and for the devil's four courts of unmercifulnessi 
cruelty, hypocrisy, and injustice* A witness is 
sworn to tell the truth, and nothing but the truth : 
" He must not be a council or attorney of either 
party, or interested in the event of the cause,"— 
Abndgement ofihelirws of the United Siatesj hy 
William Graydon, esq. p. 248. 

Now, Mr. and Misses whisperers, put your 
'signgiving hands to your hearts and say. Lord, if 
it takes, according to the Saviour of men, the tes* 
timony of two men to make the truth, two sworn 
men, sworn before a court, cross examined, con- 
fronted by their antagonists and impleaders, O, 
how wickedly have I taken the cackling of one 
half, or one fourth grown girl or blundering boy ? 
And to aggravate my iniquity, have been interested 
in the event of the slandering tale ! The acritude 
of the nch for slander produces the scab of dis- 
grace, vitriolizes, heats, and burns the moral pal- 
ate, sharpens and turns the jaws into the biting hy- 
draphobia, thereby communicating through the 
maddening saliva of the mouth, the plague of rac^^ 
ing, prattling, growling, biting, and worrying all 
within our defamatory reach upon all favorable op- 
portunities, Talebearing taints, by its putrescent 
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qualities, the whole of the surrounding atmosphere, 
thereby (as the fabled Upas of Java,) rendering poi- 
sonous the respiration of all circles. It is the off- 
spring of the universal spleen of the heart, regur- 
gitating bile of the liver, and quinsy of the throat ; 
*tis Lucifer's hydraulics, or poisonous bilge water 
poured and pumped forth from the alimentary ca- 
nals of hell, thus inundating the church and state 
with the overflowings ^f his highest rectified im- 
placability ! It ascends through his patent pump, 
the throat, by the poisonous, ceaseless lever, or 
pendulum of the tongue, pen, and pencil. The 
direful contagion whereof, when inhaled, produces 
a barking tetter, more deadly than the juice of the 
*^ cursed Jiebenon distilled^^^ which caused the 
murder of Hamlet, king of Denmark, by pouring 
it into the porches of his ears ; for it is infectious. 
Slander vitiates the heart, intoxicates the head, and 
establishes perpetual motion in the tongue, scat* 
tering firebrands, arrows, and death universally 
therefrom ! It is Abaddon's compoundjmechanics, 
his lever, wedge, puUy, screw, and incline plain, 
by which (as Archimedes proffessed lie could,) he 
shakes, shocks, convulses, and tears in pieces both 
earth and sea I 'Tis his chymist to mix, and phy- 
sician to convey the subtle fluid to the pulpit, 
press, bar, and statehouse ; and his mortif^j^ig sy- 
ringe to squirt the muddy, foetid, putrid .waters of 
obloquy. It is Satan's vat to tin^, stain, and give 
a new color ; his limner, to transform, by diabol- 
ical metamorphoses, both vice into virtue, and vir- 
tue into the deepest tincts of vice ; his optician, to 
hear and see through Luciferian optics, all bodies 
multiplied and magnified into the greatest hyper- 
boles ! His muddy, inflated, wet dock of strife, 
contention, misrepresentation, theft, and murder, 
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iii"Which his bigoted, partial high priests of calum^ 
ny, immerse the fallen sons and daughters of Adam 
and £ve, from which they immerge tenfold more 
the children of hell, than before their descent into 
that contaminating mud pool of the misrepresenta* 
tion of moral landscapes ! 'Tis his clerk, to libel 
by private and publie satires and lampoons to satu-» 
rity ; his orator, to calumniate ; postofficer, to re- 
ceive, register, tie up, and seal ; and driver, to 
carry mails, nods, puns, whii^)ers, letter bags, &c« 
Throughout every angle and triangle of Abad** 
don's race ground, from a novel-reading room to 
church and state caucus's. 'Tis his pedler, to 
trade in talebearing, whispering, and dividing chief 
friends ; his dog, to bark at and worry good, bad, 
and indifferent reputations; bull, to bellow and 
goar ; cat, to mew, jump, and tear bond and free, 
and cat's paw for others. ^ 'Tis his church gossip* 
per, and state lickplate. ' Slander is a night owl, 
to prowl for his Satanic majesty ; to pursue, seize, 
and kill, making feathers and flesh fly ! His hypo- 
critical crockadile, to weep over its helpless prey, 
crying '*L-o-f.d p-i-t-y t-h-c-m;" )et all the 
while stabbing |ike Joab ; such tears are enough 
to 9€ald a crockadilei A brawling backbiter brays 
like Satan's ass, prays as his saint ; for those whom 
she drowns in a cup of tea, or a glass of julap; 
some railers roar, tear, and slay by wholesale and 
retail ; others blate as a goat, whine as a dear little 
l*a-m-b ; whisper as a pure nymph ; speak fine as 
a humming bird, for some silk-furred ^acklers, 
who have been baptised in the Satanic milk c^ 
roses, are accustomed to cut throats by, and upon 
downy pillows with a hiss, whizzing out at last 
like the rakings of Satan's stagnated sewers strengh^ 
ening the air. A slandering Balak puts out the 
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^es with a bribe ; baekUting Blilaam curses (or 
H; it makes a Peter dbsemble, a Judas betray his 
master, and Diotrephes strive ior preeminence; 
Alexander, the coppersmith, slandered Paul for 
money ; Porphyry, Voltaire, and Hume slandered 
from an enmity to Christianity : nome of whom 
could be^ depended upon, where cither Christ bra 
priest was concerned. Slander is the devil's trum- 
peter, to blow up discord, sounding charges upon 
life, liberty, and personal security from a windy 
Xantippe in the kitchen, up to a thundering lion in 
the chair, or upon the throne of a Caesar ; it al- 
ways fulfils the old maxim, ** he who acts by ano- 
ther, acts for himself" 'Tis Satan's, cable, spun 
and twisted upon the whispering ropewalks of hell, 
one strand of which is the raiser, the second, the 
receiver, and the thirds the publisher. In short, 
it is a universal, sleepless robber, firebrand, and 
murderer, which, when supported by power in^the 
reigns of Nero and JDomitian, procured the mur- 
der of five thousand Christiapseacb day^ for years ; 
it cuts off the wheat, bums up grain, chaff, and 
stubble ; before it is Eden, behind it a desolate 
wilderness. A horse thief is honest, the pick- 
pocket a mish thief, the profane reverend, drunk- 
ard sober, fornicator virtuous, and even the mur- 
derer merciful^ when compared with the slanderer j 
whose villainy is called a world of iniquity y setting 
on fire the course of nature ; it is an assemblage of 
all sin, a concretion of every vile passion, of hatred^ 
variance, strife, emulation, wrath, envy„ pride, van- 
ity, malice, guile, hypocrisy, all evil speaking, re^ 
venge, and murder. As then it takes an assem- 
blage of all the criminal passions, intentions, and 
actions to complete the character of a slanderer, he 
must be, he is the greatest, of ^ simers^ the most 
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ui^Versd attd sleepless felon and murdci^ ! Why 
then, do legislators punish^ other, smaller, and 
who may be denominated trash thievesy robbers, 
horse thieves, burners and assassins, by fixed, de- 
fined statutes ; while they leave such enormous, 
extraordinary, malefic, mischievous, hurtful, bad, 
destructive murderers, to the discretionary juris- 
diction of a jury, without dtatutaryy)enalties, all of 
whom tnay, and often have been, and yet may be, 
either ignorant of equal justice, partial, prejudiced, 
or otherwise corrupted. Merciful and just hea- 
ven, stir up the people and their representatives to^ 
rise, in remunerative majesty, against this all de- 
vouring, aW malefic passion, or concretion of every 
iniquity, which, while other sins, Kke Saul, have 
slain their thousands, it, like David, has slain its 
tens of thousailds, has opened its ponderous jaws, 
its unsatiated, fiery throat, like the grave, like' hell, 
to swallow up an tliat is untarnished, feasting its 
envious eyes, and green malevolent lips, upon all 
that is cailled man, like a universal cannibal ! 

\yh^ a desolation in domestic happiness would 
succeed to a developement of all the criminal facts 
of which doctors and lawyers are in possession, 
were doctors especially to betray their trust ? And 
what a noble lesson is hereby taught to the niinis- 
ters of nfiercy and peace, to so far imitate the ex- 
ample of still-tongued benevolent Rushites, as not 
to tarnish the pulpit with obloquy and fiery defa- 
mations against other societies, as also to abstain 
from the circulation of misdnevous tales, and the 
receiving bf private communications, the revela- 
tion of which is called, in Scripture, working ill to 
our neighbour, dividing chief friends^ and breaking 
through the restraints of the law and the prophets. 
A danderous, smuggling, hypocritical pirate, car- 
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ries the watdi xi^ords and signals of virtue and re&- 
gion^ as the sea smuggler, picaroon, or robber does 
those of all nations. ^ 

Have you heard such a thing? is one of the 
backbiter^s wateh words. O, did you hear ? ano- 
ther. rU tell you something, a tlurd. A fourth 
cries, will you tell if I tell you a fine trick ? Saith 
a fifth, " O, I have found them out.'* A sixth, 
don't tell. Lord pity that po(»* sot, saith a white 
eyed railer. O, saith another, I know. Gracious 
Keaven 1 cries a high eyed reviler, do you tell me 
so? "They are zVL hfpocritesy^ saith a tossing 
ncxsed defamer. '^ I'll be bound," said an old 
wrinkled faced pupkerer. *• Phet," saith a sharp 
nosed gobbler, 'she always was a brawler.' L-ar\y^ 
squealed a nimble rainbow cackler, she is a hypo- 
crite, and he is a drunkard* I d*e-c4-a*r-e, jsaith 
an arch quiverei', I never hide their faults. Pugh, 
pegh, hugh, hegh, hagh, ha, ha, ha]^ say others. 
Wicked sinners, cried a long toned slanderer, eveiy 
wcffd a foot and a half long. Some grunt, others 
groan, others begin to cry whew ! hay ! Lord, I 
think, cries out a cunning whisperer, a rascal ought 
to be known. Andjthen for the signals-r-^Mcli as 
Dending, twisting, leaning, peeping and muttf rii^ 
like witches ; for they never can act nobly or man- 
ly, never stand straight ; winking, shrugging, 
puckering the face, wrinkling up the nose, like a 
dog shaking^ hog's entrails, filling the corners of 
their eyes with wrinkles, shewing the teeth and 
red gums, laughing at smking reputations; tot- 
tering and quivering the shoulders, crdokening 
their claws, startling out the eye baljs, humping up 
the back bone, aiid stretching out th^ neck and bill, 
like cranes catching fish. Also behold them fre-i 
quenting the houseis of Dons, slighting the poor, 
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the stranger, the ignorant, and the independent in 
sentiment; they are altarscrapers for favoritism, 
en high places in synagogues, giving invitations 
to the influential, and reciprocating them with adu- 
lation. In a word, this world is their God. They 
are bribers, and may be bribed in church and state ; 
and one certain mark ofthem is, that they have an 
angled eye always watching to give, receive, and 
send abroad double rectified squints of partiality, 
hypocrisy, ambition, obloquy and revenge. O, 
brother^ Ah, sister ! how does he or she come on 
now? O, ho, ho, bad enough! What, drunk? 
Yes, O yes— and they have done worse. Law ! 
L-a- w !— tell upon them—have them out ; these 
last words were by a tyrant. Who is that ? saith 
the devil's turnkey, pumping out mischief. I don't 
know him or her, answers a cunning slanderer, 
hitching up his, or humping up her forbidding 
shoulders, and shaking the head as a spaniel dog 
rising out of the water, or a blowing porpoise. 
You'll find out the rascal, said another. I'll be 
whipped, responded a twitterer, if she is not a 
strumpet, and he a rogue. 

Which brings us to the next point proposed, 
namely : 

" They ^^ carry tales to shed bhod;^^ meaning 
thereby, you have a kind of murderers, who, not 
having the heroic spirit of the highwayman, or 
common assassin, slyly, t^ nods, whispers, winks, 
words, and letters, destroy men's lives as effectu- 
ally as though done by lead, steel, halter, pistol, or 
pond. 

Let us never forget that murder is hatred of man 
against man, amounting to that state of evil inten- 
tion v^hich wishes, intends, compasses, and ma- 
liciousiy procures killing, by any means what- 
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ever, and that dl who concur in such .unlawful 
acts, whether before the fact, at the fact, or after 
the fact, in aiding, abetting, comforting, or re* 
ceiving the killers, are guilty of murder. Apply 
this to historical testimony, the arsenal of expe- 
rience, upon the facts for which we contend ; se^ch 
we beseech you, this blood stained field ^by retro- 
spective experience, and the horrific, black, dire- 
ful result will run into the proof of the words of 
the text, they " carry tales to shed blo(dJ^ 

Slander is a combination of all the passions 
which constitute the spirit of murder, and noake it 
^ capital crime. It is natural hatred, hatred from 
envy, from interest, vanity, wraA, strife, sedition^ 
voluptuousness, malice, implacability, and re- 
venge. The devil, wh<^e name in Greek, as say 
the writers, means slanderer, accuser, destroyer; 
accused God to man, and man to God; how like 
him his deceived pupil Adam was, is evident in his 
slandering Eve, his wife, thinking to turn king's 
evidence, and get her put out of the way, as many 
slanderers and other murderers have attempted io 
this day ; which villainy, when admitted by tlie 
law, and encouraged, opens a door for the accusa- 
tion, prosecution, and legal murdi^r of the innocent, 
to clear the guilty, under the pretext of public 
good. Thousands, thousands of criminals have^ 
in such cases, carried tales as king's and states' 
evidence, sheddingy according to our text, rivers 
of tears and blom^'m former times. Many pro- 
phetife and righteous men have been sw^pt off like 
a flood by the besom of slandering tales ; eyen our 
inimitably innocent Lamb of God was pierced to 
the soul by the deadly weapon, which, gathering 
into a national and ecclesiastical storm, cried out to 
the constituted autliorities, "away with him, away 
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witii him ; dfucify him, crucify him ;" which slan« 
dering hurricane rolled its millions of Christians 
into Ae flamed, the bosom of the earth and sea, in 
the apostolical ages, and those of the father's fol- 
lowing. 

Slander is like the cholera morbus, which is bile 
raised to the highest acrimony after the hot sum- 
mer months. It, therefore, defiles the whole man, 
is a world of iniquity, productive of the most uni- 
versal desolation, carries tales to shed blood, and 
should be restrained by a Be it enacted, as well as 
a Thus i^ith the Lord. 

In proof of the necessity of such restriction, we 
shall produce a few biographical cases from Cave's 
Lives, vol. ii. 

St. Clemens, bishop of Rome, having been the 
means of the conversion of Theodore, a noble lady, 
and afterwards that of her husband Sisinnius, a 
kinsman arid favorite of the empieror Nerva, the 
'gainhig so notable? a person over to Christianity 
swayed several others, which drew upon Clemens 
the Wrath of Torcutianus, a man of great power in 
the then reign of Trajan. Torcutianus stirred up 
the inferior magistrates of Rome, who also exas- 
perated the people, who complained to Mamerti- 
nus, prefect of the city, to carry tales of him to the 
emperor, who ordered him to be banished to the 
disconsolate feity of Cherson, beyond the Pontic 
sea, where, by the grace of God, he comforted his 
banished brethren, and brought over many others ; 
information whereof having been given to Trajan 
by those who, according to our text, " carry tales 
to shed blood,^^ whereupon Afidianus was dispatch- 
^ to Cherson^ where he had the holy man carried 
out on board a ship, and thrown into the depth of 
the sea, the waves ivJiercof have been often stained 
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by blood, spilt by slandering tales ! How many 
implacables, as those Romans were, raise a 9landejH« 
ing storm of dire persecution, when a great infidel 
lady or gentleman is converted f 

In the reign of M. Antoninus and L. VcfUa, 
impudent and greedy informers for revenge and 
gain, spoiled and vexed the innocent Christians, 
crying, ^^ away with the impious atheists ! Let 
Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, be sought for.'*-— 
Three days before his apprehension, fatting, at 
night ^ he was at prayer, into a trance, he ditam^ 
that tils pillow was on fire, and burned to ashes ; 
which, when he awakened, he told his friends was 
a prophetic presage, that he should be burned alive 
for the cause of Christ. The blood hounds of 
slander, impelled by a thirSt for murder, tortured a 
boy to discover Polycarp, who met the covetous; 
talebearing flatterers as the light of the mornings 
spread upon the mountains of calumniating Gilboa;^ 
he saluted them with a benign, cheerful, and geil- 
tie countenance, which extorted their admiration 
and astonishment, who, nevertheless^ after tl^ir 
having been fed by the bishop of Asia, delivered 
him to the proconsul, who, inferior to him in ta-^' 
lents and learning, had him burned and stabbed to 
death ; being another full proof from Ecclesiastic 
cal history of the trutfi for which we contend — " in 
thee are men that carry tale^ to shed bhod;^^ or, 
as the original marginal Hebrew has it, " men of 
slanders.^^ Many such attemptshave been made 
in this country, but eternal glory to God, ht ims . 
made use of even unbelievers to counteract them. 
O how wicked, how sordid has been the religious 
avarice of ambitious ministers, upon various occa<» 
sions, to intercept, persecute, and finally extermi- 
Bate their supposed rivals in^cerdual ascendancy 1 
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Shocking lip their ports, spoiling their tender vines 
and slaying their Gospel children between the 
smooth stones of the brook / J A further proof, 
that infidel and slanderous assassination produced 
the naurder of one of the best and wisest of men. 
Cresens, the philosopher, who declined the chair 
lenge of Justin to debate the cause of Christianity 
with him before the Roman senate, burning with 
envioiis rage, that the son of the carpenter should 
eclipse his glow- WQrmship in fame, argument, and 
testiasiony, raised a persecuting storm against thq 
leaned Juscin, whose karning and success sharp- 
ened the cowmdiy daggers of persecuting infamy ; 
inca^ble to contend in arms against the gigantic 
Christian, Cresens attacked him with all the vim- 
lenoe oC unsupportabl^ unbelief, (as infidel deists^ 
md imbecile buffoons do to this day,) accusing 
him to the emperor slyly and revengefully. Jus- 
tin 'Mms^lf had publicly told the emperor what he 
expected should be his end ; tliat he looked that 
Cresens, or some of their titular philosophers^ 
shotild lay snsures to undermine^ torment, or cru- 
cify him. Nor was he at all mistaken 7 the envi- 
ous man procuring him to be cast inip prison^ 
where he was exercised with many preparatory tor- 
tures before his martyrdom. He was brou^t be- 
fore Rusticus, prefect of the city. The governor 
pronounced the following sentence : " They who 
vefuse to sacrifice to the Gods, and obey the impe- 
rial edict, let them be first scourged, and be behead- 
ed, according to the laws." He and six other holy 
men rejoiced and blessed God ; were led to prison^ 
^soourged, and beheaded by the effects of slander. ^ 
Another slandering tale, productive of murder, 
uraa -carried by an enemy of Christ to the Roman 
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emperor^ to deprive a Christian pWlosoplicr of re* 
putation and life. 

Dionysius> bishop of Alexandria, of very nota- 
ble parentage, great learning, piety and general 
usefulness, was accused by an arch Egyptian ma- 
gician and slanderer, to the emperor Valeriair, of 
execrable charms, associated with other Christians, 
inasmuch as they and he thereby hindered the efti- 
peror's prosperity, and this Egyptian so artftilly 
colored his malicious invectives, as to make tfa^ 
emperor believe that tte miracles the Christians 
wrought were the power of abstracting the mis- 
chievous dasmons, whose malevolent infiaences 
they banisl^ed with the speaking ef a word ; where- 
upon edicts were every where published i^inst 
them, and they, without the least protection, were 
exposed to the common rage, persecution, and ex* 
' termination. iEmilian, the governor, cried to 
Dion} sius, the learned, in a horific rage, " begone to 
the place allotted ;^^ when sentence was speedily 
executed upon this great Christian, Platonic phi- 
losopher, and divine, who was banished to C^hto^ 
the most rude and barbarous tracts of the Lybian 
desert. Here was banishment by slandering '* tales 
lo shed Wood ;" and O, tell it not in Gath^even in 
this land of equal blood, and unalienable rights.; of 
toleration and religious protection, there are many- 
places where a preacher of the Gospel b suspected 
and accused of insurrections principles, and if an 
insurrection break out in a county, it is ten to oi^ 
but some of the creatures of persecuting unbelie- 
vers implicates a minister. The attempts against 
lught meetings in some parts, invasive, of tolera- 
l^on ; and the struggle of a minute minority in an 
extra session, in Virginia^ to make pi^achera beai: 
arms, is recc»ded. 
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'^ From d» preceding narrations^ we have the full- 
est evidence that one slanderer can produce more 
kUhng than ten thousand men with knives, ropes, 
pi^tols^aiid all. the instruments of death, especially 
^s they have so many millions of accessc»ies ; it is 
iipcm this account that slander is called a world cf 
iniqmty^ for it was the tneans of the destructioh of 
millioDs^of Jews and Christians by the calumnies of 

• Hmdien phil<»5ophers. No doubt they all plead 
the truth, nothing but the truth ; they had it from 
pet^s^as who told the Uruth at all times, if you be* 
iieye them-'^that is to say, whipping truths, steal- 
ing truths, robbing truths^ murdering truths, truths 
Xa prevent a backslider to get work, to get a wife* 
fx husbmd, when they, by being slanderers are the 
greatest of all backsliders ; tnurdering truths, car» 
f yu^g tales calkd truth, yet mixed with maljce, to 
shed ' blood> But if these are truths, then the in- 
spired Moses and the prophets, Jesus Christ and 
ihe apostles^ are all arrant liar^. Liars, for what do 
you say? Why for t6aching that truths, which 
militate against, ou^r neighbour's character, frappi^ 
ness aud life, are disagreeable to the law oHovedrid 
iruikf or ^^ mercy and truth met together ^ '* ^sA 
that they are double distilled lies under the garb dT 
If^Ugious truths — ^that is to say, maliciously reli* 
gious. We say, we contend that a man might as 
well attempt to impose the wprst New-England 
taffy upon us for the best Antigua, because he ran 
it through a cold copper West- India still, full of 
verdigris, put it into Yankee casks, and wrote in 
fine letters, " West Indid'^ upon the head of them, 
as for a slanderer to pass, without detecti<Mi, mali* 
cious truths, (which afe nothing but the devil''s 
Ues doubk rectified,) in his or her talebearing 
casks, because they borc^ the lying brrads of mor*l- 
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ity, public and private good, and gospel upon their 
slandering heads, painted by tte devil's patent 
limners* 

Slandering truths are nothing else but war in 
disguise against the peace of society, population, 
conjugal unity, moral principle, and religion, which 
we prove by producing, a second time, the Ian* 
guage and nature of revealed truth. 

Let God be true, and every one who qontradicts 
him will be found a liar. Hom^ iii. 4. The word 
of God is the wonl of truth. 7%y /ano (saitih Da- 
vid) is the truth. Psalm cxix. 142. What is th^ 
iruth qf Qody the slandering opposition to which 
brands every man and woman with the Justly me* 
rited epithet of a liar ? Answ. Thou shaltTio/go 
up and down as a talebearer^ Lev. xix. 16. Who- 
soever, under the pretext of religious zeal, violates 
this negative command^ thou shalt notj is a liar 
against revelation^ although the person was drunk 
whom he named, or angry, orsfought, or swore, or 
lied, or played the harlot ; it being evident that as 
in the Psalm quoted, TTiy law is truth, an indica- 
tion of ah universal scriptural truth is offered upon 
the principle of the analogy of faith, of the nature 
of all, therefore, whatsoever ye would, to the eter- 
nal exclusion of what we would jiot have spoken, 
were we to love our neighbour as ourselves. — 
Again, That which is opposite to falsehood and 
error is the truth: In this sense the law and the 
Gospel of Christ are the ^rwf A. O Lordj all thy 
commandments are the truth. Psalm cxix. 151. 
One of which is, If thy brother sin, tell him be- 
tween thee and him alone. Matt, xviii. 15. Note, 
he did not, like slandering liars, pretending truth, 
and blubbering out slander, tell you to tell a 
preacher or elder ; therefore, they are lia^s aganst 
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revealed truths who act the contrary. Ihavewalk^ 
ed in thy truth. Psalm xxvi. 3 ; that is, in cover- 
ing a multitude of sins. 1 Peter iv. 8 ; not telling 
upon wicked s-i-n-n-e-r-s. Love covereth all sins. 
Prov. X. 12. Is this the truth ? Well then, the 
uncovering of all sins is a lie against the truth* 
/ will praise even thy truths my God. Psalm 
Ixxi, 22, What truth, Mr. Backbiter, do you 
think ? Whi^t do you think, Mr. Hope-the-best ? 
Why, please your bespattering majesty, it is — O, 
say you, I haye you — yes, like the fool in Maske- 
reUo, yx)u have caught yourselves. No, no, let us 
have it out of the wallet — ^the cat out of the wallet, 
we suppose you mean as the slanderer's mew and 
jump has it — let it come then : " Mercy and truth 
are met together; righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other." Psalm Ixxxv. 10. Now, Mr. 
Slandering tell-truthy telltale, tell malice, tell mur- 
der, until you can prove that your malignant truths 
have mercy, righteousness, public and private 
peace in intention and action united, we shall take 
the liberty to christen your truth of the devil a lie 
against mercy and truth met together, against right- 
eousness and peace as kissing each other ; for it 
takes mercy, truth, righteousness, and peace to 
make truth ; therefore, a slandering truth is a dou- 
ble rectified lie against truth. The slanderer holds 
the truth in unrighteousness. Mom. i. 18, by slan- 
dering instead of forgiving ; for, in order to do our 
duty, we must either sue or forgive-~sue like a 
lawyer, forgive like a God, or slander like a devil. 
That is to say, by the defamation of the bar, the 
slander of a bigoted pulpit, cackling of china cups, 
quilting frames, drawing rooms, bed chambers, 
carriages, and other gossipping assemblies ; like 
the religious whiter to a roguish receiver iq the 
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Gospel fevoritism, or by tumbling up stumbling 
tales of falling spirits and wine, and, at the ss^e 
time, go tilting along, upsetting, petting, fretting, 
besetting, netting, slaying, and damning hecatombs 
of reputations in and out of the Church, and thea 
sing new Jerusalem^ Do these things, we say, 
rocking, twisting, praying, and blubbering all the 
while the old style, or other (vise, restore your bro* 
ther in the spirit of meekness^ as GaL has it, teU 
him between thee and him, (not to a. preacher, ru^ 
let J or others,) as Matt* xviii. 15,- has it* If any 
man have a quarrel against any for, as the mar^iWi 
Hebrew has it, a complaint ;) forgive him even as 
God, for Christ sake, hath forgiven you. CoU iik 
13. Yes, sue like a raspish lawyer, slander as a 
devil, or Iforgive as a God— From which digres- 
sions we shall ag^n return to historical testimony, 
the storehouse of experience, to prove that slan* 
derers carry ** tales to shed blood^^^ as saith our 
text* A slanderer has no pity, fa^ut, like a merci- 
less creditor, seizes his fellow servant by the throat, 
while the sheriff has him by the neck, the lawyer by 
die pocket, the jailer by the legs, the hangman by 
the gallows, and the devil by the soul and body ia 
hell. Such were the Athenians by the persecu^ 
tion of Phocian^^ a celebrated Grecian general, 
whom they elected forty-five times to lead their 
victorious armies^ and then, by their talebearing, 
slanderously accused him of treason, because he 
was sometimes seen in company with an enemy of 
Greece. This great man was dragged oflF to jwi- 
json, tried by the j>eople, and forced to swallow the 
liemlock ; bis dead body was banished out of At- 
tica to Megara, where a lady collected his bones, 
conveyed Aem into her house by nighty and bu- 
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ried them under her liearth with these expressiotiis : 
** Deir and sacred hearth, I here confide to thee, 
and deposite in thy bosonv these precious remains 
of a worthy man. '^Preserve them with fidelity, in 
order to restore them hereafter to tlve monument of 
his »)cestors, when the Athenians fjhall become 
wiser than Acy arc at present/* The besty the 
justesiy and most innocent of mankind, (saith Rol- 
ling will sink tinder an implaeuble mid prevailing 
tabaL This Socrates experienced almost a hun- 
dred years before Phoeian' perished^ by the san>e 
jfate^ This last was one of the greatest men that 
Greece ever produced, in whose person every kind 
of merit was united. His wife boasted to a vain 
Ionian lady of rank, who asked her if she had many 
ornaments, in the following words : ** For my own 
part, I have no ornament but Phocian, who, for 
these twenty years, has alwajrs been elected gene- 
ral by the Athenians." After they had slandered 
him to death, they re[>erited of their tales; but 
what good can such tears produce? Can they re- 
store injured innocence? Can they raise the mil- 
lions of their slandered dead? The constancy of 
Phoci^n^s mind, mildiiess of disposition, and fbr- 
getfulhess of wrongs, conspicuous in his conduct 
on that occasion, arc above all his other praises, 
and iufitnUely enhance their lustre, especially as we 
shall see nothing comparable to him from hence- 
f<»rth in the Grecian history. IJis infatuated and 
^ungrateful country, not being sensible of their un- 
worthy proceeding until some time after his death, 
.the Athenians tlien erected a statue of brass to his 
memoiy, and honorably interred his b(3nes at the 
public expense. RolViny vol. vii. Not one, but a 
benevolent lady of Megara, shewed Kim die prdp^ 
feondr; and perhaps she, like Mary Magdalene, 

H 
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night liave been rathar a cast oflF; yet fi^m such 
(as at Sim<», the wliispcrer's table) m(Me mercy 
and politeness is to be expected, than from one in 
a hundred of our high eyed, proud porpoises, puf- 
fing out their cheeks, moving like hogsheads, with 
their Herculian bodies; yes, humped up twitte- 
rers over cups, clattering religious gossippers, prat- 
tling to preachers and all companies against their 
betters ; more, we rejoin, is to be looked for from 
such as Mary, than from fifty prating Peters cry^ 
ing, Who is that? What has he or ^he done? 
What will, or Lord what shall this man do ? Pooc 
Phocian's countiymen would ndt contribute a sin- 
gle stick of wooQ for his funeral pile, nor even suf- 
fer his body to pollute Attica. And yet, strange 
to tell, ingratitude was publicly punished in Athens 
by law ! His accusers suffered a punishment equal 
to their desert after his^death ; but the chief men 
escaped, as they generally do when they have ruined 
poor ^natives and strangers, by raising a hue and 
cry ! ! With all these things before u% confirm- 
ing the assertion of the jwrophct, " in theje are mea 
that carry tales to shed t>lopd," who is so blind as 
not to see and acknowjiedge the national necessity 
of a Be it enacted by the general assembly of each 
state, that when by writing or speaking slanderous 
or malicious words, with the intent of producing 
death, such killing having tliereby been produced, 
and it appearing upon evidence that the said speak- 
ers and writers wilfully, maliciously, feloniously^ 
and wickedly intended, and compassed tlie death 
of the person or perspns so killed ; that, therefore, 
such malicious slanderer, or slanderers, shall be 
deemed guilty of murder as accessories before the 
fact, as though he or they had been accessoriels ^s 
in other cases of unjustifiable homicide*— Which 
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brings lis to the next thing to be considered. " In 
thee have they taken gifts to shed bhodJ^^ 

This is the employment of these blood hounds 
called informers, to receive half or whole of the 
state reward ; such hellish harpies were banished, 
whipped, 'and put to death by Titus Vespasian. 
Corrupt times produced them, and none but mur- 
derers delight in these ^^ tales to shed bhod for 

gifts.'' 

When Bavid fled to Nlaioth^ and dwelt there 
with Samuel, I Sam. xix. 18, although ** it was 
a school or college of learning or religion, in which 
place tlie persons who were educated were devoted 
to the service of God, whom the Scriptures call 
prophets, which places, in those times, claimed the 
privilege of a sanctuary ;*^ yet no place was safe or 
secure from the effects of th!e slanderous informer's 
love of gain. For it was told Saul, saying, " be» 
holdy David is at JVaioth, in Ramah.^' And who 
knows, but that one of the priests who loved liioney^ 
was hired by Saul as a sptf^ and took gif\s to shed 
bloody is 2L national injbrmer. Many, many such 
there are that, to make money, will descend to be a 
UeJtplate tp a tyrant ^ and carry tales for gifts^ to 
shed the blood of staves* ^ Asia, Africa, and Eu- 
rope furnish, us with thousands of such cases. 

Slander is an immeasurably deep and wide cal. 
dron, into which millions of innocents, good, bad 
and indiflferent reputations are boiled, for food to 
supply, the " church of the malignants."^ Solomon 
saith that *^ A hypocriteywith his mouth destroy eth 
his neighbour.^' Prov. xi, 9. And Prov. xii. 6. 
'* TTie words of the wicked are to lie in waitfor 
Uood.'^ These two last texts have been, ancl^re 
amply fulfilled. A hypocrite, with his slandering 
mouth and pen, dcstroyfeth his neighbour's life by 
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watch for blood ; but " a wicked niessenger (saith 
Solomon) ialleth into n^is^hief." JPrj^. xiii. 17. 
Thb text is proved by tjae act of January 26tli» 
^810, entitled An act to suppress duelling in Vir- 
ginia: 

JBe it enacted by the General Assembly (of Vir-. 
ginia) That aiyr persoft who shall hereafter wilful- 
ly and maliciously, or by previous agreement^ fig^t 
a duel ix $in|;le combat . with any engine, instru- 
inent, or weapon, the probably consequence of 
which might be the death of eittib^r party, and in so 
doing shall kill bis antagonist, or any. other perst^ 
pr persons, pr inflict such wound as that the person 
injured shall die thereof within three months tt^re* 
after, such offender^ hisaiders^ i^ttors^ andcoun* 
aellors, being duly convicted^ shaU be guilty ctf, 
murdei;', and suifer death by being hajaged by the 
neck ; any law, custom, or usa^e of thi^ comnoKm* 
wealth to the contrary notwiths^^ing. 

And be it Jurther enacted^ That if any person or 
persons shallt for the purpose of eluding the ope- 
lations of the provisions of this law, leave the State^ 
the person or persons so o&nding shall be deemed 
as guilty, and be subject to the like penalties as K 
the p&hee had been committed vvjthin this coo^ 
jnonwealth> or erf aiding or abettingi in giving or 
seceiving such challenge, and a dud shaU aictuaUy^ 
be fought, whereby the death of any person shall 
kappen ; or if any person shall fight a duel iii thia 
state, or aid, or abet therein/ whereby any person 
shall be killed, and then See into anotlier stale %<y 
Avoy bis trial, in either case it shall be the duty of 
Ibe^xccutive to pursue all legal steps to cause any 
W9h bffender to be aj^rehended; and brought ta 
trial an the cetii^ty where the dSebce was commits 



ted^"^ Supplement to the second voL revised codc^ 
page 43. 

Mark well — the words " ^nd shall kill Ms an* 
tagonisty or any other person or persons* of inflict 
such wound as thai me person shall die thereof 
within three months thereafter^ aiders^ and abettors^ 
in giving or receixnng Mch challenge^ shall be guilty 
ofmurder.^^ Why not, then, by the same rule, 
banga peraon who \Voutd maliciously carry any 
slandering tale as aii aider and abettor to murder ? 
EspeCialty ks the clause, or any other person or 
persons^ (we suppose bystanders, killed by chance 
medly, is meant) indic^ites, that the blowers up of 
discord are to be punished with death for killing by 
chance." As we say, if the killing ^^hisaniago^ 
nisty w any other person or persons^^^ not his an* 
tagonist or antagonists, or inflict such wound as 
that the person injured die within three months^ be 
p^mkhed with death, as also all their counsellors, 
aiders, and abettors ; why not equally, yea^ more 
jtistly^ punish the sower of discord between man 
and wife, and hang, id like manner, for awakening, 
for stirring up the roaring, the murdering, the insa- 
fiatfe tyger of suspicion, envy, jealousy, implaca- 
biiity, and revenge, intending by such mischievous 
tales, the blood, the taking of the life of the person 
or persons so -slandered? - Mark, we repeat, the 
words " his antagonisti or 2tny other person or per* 
wnj;" surely then, if " other person or persons^* 
beside the antagonists having been killed upon the 
dui^Uing ground by chance, (for so it seems to 
mean by the words other or others, J is Just; good^ 
political c^u^ of hanging principals, aiders, abet- 
tors, and other counsellors, accordii^g to^ •* whoso 
slandereth his neighbour, will I cut off. ^^ Psalm 
ei. S. ^ Certainly, t%en, by the dame xxtention 

a2 



of the fi&mc principle of David tind oiur fegisbturej 
those who fetch and cany talcs to shed blood,^ to 
shed blood for gain, ought e<]uaUy to su&r the 
same d^thiipon the principle of ecmal wdistrtbu*» 
tive justice. As in the tragedy erf Othello by lago^ 
in Shsd^espeare, therein a moii^ by the instigation 
of slander, was stilted up to jealousy ^ Uke a roaring 
lion, against his wife, so as to take hei* life and that 
<^ others ; as also in millioens <^ oih^ historical 
cases, when men, women^ boys^ and girls destroy-^ 
ed, and shall destrc^^^ by malicious letters and 
woids, those who are the c^jects of their envious 
malignity. What ^ objection, then, could the com*- 
munity have to ah act to the following purport :^ 

^*AN ACT 

Entitled an act to amend tb4^ several acte^c^ the Le* 

gislature of this Commonwealth, heretofore passw 

ed, and for the more effectual punishment of 

^ murder/ and topplementary to the act entitki4 

sui act to suppress duelling. 

[Passed January 26, I8IO.3 Richmbndy Firginia^ 

WHEREAS, in the several acts passed by the 
legislature of this Commonwealth on the subject of 
murder, the crime was denounced ih general terms, 
and the meaning and intent of all acts aforesaid 
were, that all murderers in geneml, by whatsoever- 
means they compassed the unlawfiil death of any 
S^od citizen or citiz^ens di this Commonweahhy 
ouid be punished eapita% ; and M^reas, it in 
doubted by some whether the person is liable tc^ 
iuch punidtment who wilfuUy, wickedly, andof maw 
Kce atbrethought, slanders another that he be killed 
4»esel^ ; and whereaS| we conceiire that the crimt^ 
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of mwdc^ may be committed, has been commit^ - 
ted in miliions of dases, and is just. as detestable 
and deserviiig of capital punishment, having more* 
acbessoFksv spreading wider, and lasting longer, 
when committed by the tongue and pen than by 
any other, and every instrument of death; and 
VKheirea^^ the act to suppress duelling punishes 
slandering $ccess<Mries, not only when, the antagon 
fdsts^ffz killed, but ^sa ^''my other person ;'^ and 
whereas, every good citizen of this commonwealth 
is emitted, by the bill of rights, and the constitu- 
tion rf this state, to be secured in the enjoyment 
of hia life, liberty, property, and reputation; and 
wbereaa, d^se ol^ects arc thought not to have been 
sufficiently guaranteed l^ the present state of so- 
eictyi from the taanner in which juries are often 
picked and p^cked--^ al§o, from many of their 
decisions in cases of ^lander ;- and whereas, statute 
laws enacted by the whole representatioiv of the 
Comm<mwealth are piore safe,, being more coUec. 
tive, deliberative, uninfluenced, wise, defined, limr 
ked, and independent, tlwi are those, of such small, 
and often unlearned bodies as are common county 
courts and jiirics, possessing such Vast and disef e- 
ttons^y powers. Iij order, therefore, to explain the 
true intent and meaning of tjie legislature on the 

wbicct'T— " 

Me it ther^re emeted^by the SemaeandHovse 
^Delegates qf thu Commomvealthy anditishere^ 
ty enacted fm the authoriit/ of the same. That from 
s^d after the pas«mg of this act, if any person of 
persons shaU wickedfy, wilfully, and of malice 
aforethoii^t, slander any person in the p^ace of 
tllie qommonweatth, by mean^ whereof the pprson 
or persons so slandered shaU eome to thear death 
yf^\m a yewac^ i^d^y th^renftet^. t^y sh^ be 
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cmisidered as being guilty of imif der in the first 
degree, and suffer death by hanging by the neck 
until dead. 

jind be it further enaetedy That on the trial of the 
issue on any Indictment for murder afcn-esaid, it 
shall not be ^Imktedas a ple^ in^ justification that 
the malicious words spoken were tru^ybut thatihe 
person having so maliciously spdkeQ shalLbe held 
equally guUty , and liable to, haiiging^ as though thjB 
words were false j otherwise malice arid malicious 
murder by slander would be patronized, would be 
legalized by statute* _ 

jind be it further mactedj That when any TOali- 
cious slanderer shall, by the raising or ckcukition 
of false or true reports be the mteans of. so operating 
upon nice sensibilities, as that the persQiV or- per- 
sons so slandered shall weep, lament^ and hide 
from society, sa as by brooding over their help-*, 
less, friendless, unsupportaWe load of grief andaiK 
guish of soul, they shall languish into the ^siilent 
tomb, no more to hear or feel the voice of the. ma- , 
lignatit oppressOT, then shall such relentless ma- 
ligner be banished from the society of tfee civilized 
as a restless and implacable incendiary. 

And be it further enacted^ That all minor oSen-^ 
cets ccMumitted by. slander^ by which the suflfering 
party shall be injured in. his or her good name, 
fame, or jMroperty, it shall beHhe duty of the judge, 
on the trial of the same, to ascertain, as nearly as 
may be, the amount in money of the damage so 
sustained, and the person or persons fpund^ guilty 
shall be condemned to the penitentiary in the sanie 
manner, arid for the same length of time, as fioar lar^s 
ceny, theft, car robbery, committed by burgtory, 
wson, or otherwise : Always^ nevertheless, taking 
for their rule^ the Well known words of Shakes- 
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peate^ (as tl]»y d& not seek redress by diie course 
of hw^ but by slander^) that other thieves are to b& 
considered as stealkig but trashy wheh put in com- 
petition with slandering thieves^ character buroen^ 
and murd^^rs of soul and body, and estate* 

Sign^ btf ikt constitutional authorities^ Speak" 
ers md GeVefHor^ awrf tested bp the Clerks^ Mat^ 
2A^ ISlS-^Michmond. 

A rigKt to inirestigate *^ tke conduct and charaiB'^ 
ter of oar public agents, who sore the trustees and 
guardians of thepeciple, and who, at all times, are 
amenable to their constituents,'' might, is, yea,; 
ought, nevertheless, to be left open; to guard againsfe 
innovation, atid prevtot our relapse into former es« 
tabfehmenls of church and st^te uliited. 

" Ib the multitude of counsellors there is safety.'* 
Pnm. xi. 14. For we-stand in need of not orfy 
legislative statutes, but also judicial explanations*. 
*' You are told, gentlemen of the jiiry,** said chief 
lustice Parker, (in the case of Phillips, ft* the mu^ 
derof Dennegri, at Boston,) "that yon are the 
judges ^ bodi the ibtet and the evidence^ practi* 
eally, gentlemeB, you are so : that is to say, a gen- 
eral verdict of guilty car not guilty embraces a de^* 
cision upon the &cts, and iipon the law applicable 
to those facts. V But you will not differ, gentlemen^ 
from the cffwions and decisions of wise and learn- 
ed men, as reported in our books of law, nor from 
the direction of the c5uft. The rasppnsibUity, in 
regard to the law„ ftsts up^ the court • If the 
court mistake th^ principle of law, and the jury 
unckr that direction, bring in a verdict of condemn 
nation ; the ciburt, gentlemen, is responsible, and 
you will stand acquitted to your consciences*** 

^ Fram tht foECgoiog^ reasoiilEig ^ the learned 
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ludge Parker^ we may discover first, the neces- 
sity of statutary laws upon-iill eases, leaving it td' 
Ae jury to find a graeral verdict of guilty or not- 
guilty, embracing a general decision upon the facts, 
and upon tfie law applicable to those facts ; second- 
ly, that a jury liever ivas designed to differ from 
tile lairnedreportsof the books of law, asexplana-i 
tcHy of the spirit and letter of the legislature ; 
diirdly, that the responsibility of acting up to, and 
es:plaining the law^ devolves vpon the jtidges i and 
fourthly, that if the court mistake the trqe princi- 
pies of the law, of which they are ^o be the judges, 
then, consequently, the responsibility resting upon 
them, the jury acts conscientiously by going ac- 
cording to the direction df the court. " When- 
ever, (saith Judge Parker,) a person attempts to do 
another a great bodily harm, or to do any unlawful 
aet, and death ensues, he is responsible for all the 
^consequences." That is to say, any felmicuSf 
UnUtwful act J we suppose he meant, which cer- 
tainly slander is, and when it maliciously intends, 
compasses, and produces death, ought to be pun- 
ished witb death, as it is a procurer thereof,.and 
that as ah universal eannibal! ' *^jin ungodfy man 
diggeth up mil J and in his Kps there is a burning 
fire. Prov. xvi. 27.^ Here is a never-failing s%n 
of an ungodly man or woman ; profess what you 
may, shout, stamp, stare, cry, sihg, y^t if you are 
digging up evil with the devil's grubbing hoe of 
slander, recollecting and relating crimes which have 
long lain under the ashes of the dead, in thy lips 
there is a burning fire of JielL ** A fro ward man 
soweth strife, : and a whisperer scparateth chief 
frkpds," verse 28. Who tfien dare deny tl^t a, 
whisperer is a thief? " A wicked doer giveth heed 
tp fiiloe lips, am! a Ifer giveth ear ta a sac^hty 



tongue," Ptm):: xvii; 4, This text proves you to 
be a wicked doer, even for giving heed ta«(lander, 
and liarsi if we listen to^ad, wicked, vile, corrupt 
tales of QLur neighbour ; j«id verse 9^ "He that 
repeateth a matter^ separateth very friends." So 
that, to tell of drunkenness, private intrigue, and 
other evils of which connections, are guilty, sepa. 
rates friends, produces quarrels, parts man and 
wife, , and const qtientfy often produces death. A 
wicked .niantaketb. out a gift out of the bosom to 
pervert the way of judgment. Yes, as our text 
reads, "In thee have they taken gifts, to shed 
blood." Wrath is cruel, and Miger is outrageous ; 
but who is able to stand before envy ? (or jealousy^ 
as the margioal Hebrew hath it.) Prcw^ xxvii. 4. 
Alas ! " Jeilousy i& cruel a$ the grave." Song viii. 
6. The grave, the grave, cries the man or wll^man 
when stirred up t^ direful vengeance against thpir 
companions, by tho§p who "parry t^les to shed 
blood for gifts.?' - Certainly, then, as die slanderer 
procures death,^ so should be the law of remunera- 
tion. "\4^ fhqu hast dpne^ so it shall be done unto 
thee rthu reward shall returnupon thine oxvn headJ*^ 
Obad.xv.. : r 

As to accessories in crime, they are of two kinds, 
first, before—second, after the fact. "An acces^- 
sory before the factis dejfined to be one who, being 
absent at the time of the crime commiited, doth 
.yet procure, council, or cpmmaad another to com- 
mit a criin^. An accejssory after the fact, is when 
a person,, knowing a felony to have^been comiriit- 
tcd, receives, relieved, and comforts cm* assists the 
felon. Herein absence is necessary to make Wm 
an accessory ; for such procurer tc> be present, be 
is a princi[^."- — 4th Bhckstmei p. S& 

According tQ the foregoing reasoning ^ it appeals 
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that a ^ndercr is at least b. procurer xjft ttitirder, by 
^ving intelligence to a jealous, envious, vengeful 
busband against hisivif&of having b^en, or of coa- 
tinuing to be in habits of adulterous IpVe with one 
•or more, which, when told to. such a jealous hus- 
band, is full proof that the teller intends that $he 
husband should kill her and the adulterer or adul- 
terers ; or^ when tdkl to the wije that the |aleb^ar- 
ing nturderer intends and compasses the life or lives 
^ those a^insst whom they inform, and that when 
a murder is, or murders ^e committed, through 
such slanders, and thus the revengeful, jealous 
husband or wife imbrue their hands in each other's 
blood, as also in the blood of their carnal lovers, 
then, in die fullest sense of the word, the slanderer 
has been proved to hav^ " carried tales to shed 
blood," according to our text. But if he ot she 
received Or receives a reward ficH-jlie bloody w^atch- 
ing for evil adulterers, as also fqr communicating 
the information thereof to the blood thirsty husband 
or wife, then the last part of t>ur text is fulfilled, 
"In thee have they taken ^fts to shed blood.** 
Alas 1 these things have been picoduced mSlions c^ 
times by the blood thirsty slanderer, not only be- 
tween man and wife, but also Jbetween lovers of 
various kinds, by which w hob hosts have been 
slain; how ojBben have mdlicious jealousies been 
blown into a national flame against ii^nooeht for- 
4^]gners, to the.great scandal of the countries where- 
in they have been ins^iously raised and publish- 
edi and the i-ekntless b^tcho-y of the poor stisanger, 
foreigner, and slave, of whom it is to be feared 
that the blood of tb^ir ten thousands lay even at 
our door, by the raisers and publishers of tries to 
shed blood for, g^, giving informations of private 
3tttrigucSj^ some of which are trae, sodsig dpubtfu). 
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«iid more fel^e —and this too by poor and richi 
from motives of gairt, envy, malice, and revenge ! 
And all these things having been winked at, with- 
out defined, limited statutes to justly punish the 
slanderer, makes the voice of our brothers and sis- 
tors' blood cry against the states from the ground, 
whilst the murmuring ziephyrs loaded, and fatigued, 
winds waft and blow along the voice of our jea- 
lous, niurdering itanUih^ in lamentation, weeping, 
awd great mourning, upon the side of their slander- 
ing oppressors, being bloody slanders ; but there 
is no sufficient national restraint 1 Merciful hea- 
ven I If policy stimulated the legislature of Vir- 
ginia, in 1810^ to pass a law which punishes all 
aiders, Couiisellbrs, or abettors in a duel, with hang- 
ing, when the " antagonist ^ or any other person or 
persons^'* is kiiled ; without all controversy, then, 
tiie malignatit raiser and communicator of a tale of 
aduitety, intended foir, and productive of mwri/^r, 
yta, the murder of a wife or husband by the hands 
of their ^ one jlesh^^ as alto that of thousands of 
others, deserves, equal legislative vengeance : more 
especialty, as the law against duelling only takes- 
away cowardly assassins, g^sgbnading adulterers, 
envious lovers, vain' politicians, and the like ; 
whereas, the slanders of which we speak, " exer- 
cise their fury upon the good grain, equally as 
upon the chaff, upon the sacred as well as the jxo- 
fene,'* the innocent as well as the guilty ! 

" CursM spbrt that owes its pleasure to another's 

pain, ^^ 

And &eds upon &e $obs and groans of dying na> 
- ttirej"-, • ■■,■-.. 

Such was Iago> in Shaksptare's Mbcu* of Venice, 

I 
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who excited the jealousy of Odidk) ^|ainst Desde^ 
mona his wife, and Cassio, which makes him cry 
out, death and damnation ! Get me some poison,, 
lago, this, night ;—^Pll not expostulate with her. 
He cries to Uesdemona — get you to bed on the 
instant, I will be returned forthwith— dismiss your 
sfttendant there— look it be done. Desdemonsi 
cries, *' I will my Lordi'' [Desdemom inbjed^ 

asleep.2 

Othello enters with a light, and talks of killing* 

Then heaven have mercy on me, cries Desdemona, 

that death's unnatural that kills for loving. AJas ! 

why gnaw you so your nether lip? Some bloody 

passion shakes your very frame — 

O banish me, my Lord, but kill me not. 

^thello cries, Down strumpet ! 

JDes. Kill me to-inorrow — ;let me live to night. 

Oth. Nay, an you i^trive-r— 

Des. But half an houn . 

0th. Being done, 

There is no pause. , 

Des. But while I say one prayer. ^ 

0th, It is too late^ [J9S? smothers her^ and stabs 
her with a dagger."] 

The slanderer's wife tells Othello, after he had 
killed his wife, that her husbaiid lago accused Des. 
demona falsely. lago hears her, stabs his wife, 
runs out, and she dies asserting Desdemooa's laoo- 
cence. 

The arch slanderer lago had got hold of a hand* 
kerchief which Othello gave his dear Desdemona 
when they were married, as a perpetual love pledge* 
lago said to Otliello-— 

Tell me but this-^ 

Have you not «)metiniies seen a handkerchief. 

Spotted with strawberries, in your wife^s band ? 
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Othelld^vdiy I gave her such a one ; 'twas my 
first gift. 

lagoi I know not that, but such a handkerchief 

(I am sure it was your wife's) did I to day 

See Cassio wipe his beard with, 

0th. If'tbethat — 

lago. If it-be that, qr any that was hers, 

It speaks against her, with the other proofs. 

Oth. O That the slave had forty thousand lives ; 
. One is too poor, too weak, for my revenge 1 

Now do I'see ; *tis time. — Look here, lago. 

All my fond love thus do I blow to heaven: 

^Tisgone— • 

Arise, black vengeance, frbm thy hollow cell ! 

Yield up, O love, thy crown and hearted throne 

To tyrannous hate ! Swell, bosom, with thy 
fraught; 

For 'tis of aspick's tongues, 

O bloody lago, blood ! 

In short Othello enters his wife's chamber with 
the handkerchief, which lago purloined to excite 
the jealousy of the harpie* 

He enters and cries— 

That handkerchief, which I so loved, and gave 
thee, 

Thou gav'st to Cassio. 

And so smothers, stabs, and kilts his dear Des- 
demona^ 

And dhall such slanderers go unpunished ? 

And if even Desdemona nad been guilty, this 
would not have exculpated lago, as his intention 
was to shed bloody to raise an earthquake, an abom- 
inable phenomenon of jealousy ; jealousy productive 
of revenge, as cruel as the graven — of revenge 
against the dear, the lamb-like Desdemona ! Thus 
it was done, in another Instance, against David, the 

21J.S9-1B 
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Lord's atiohited, and the priests, (iqgriu:m^sat too 
sacred for the slanderer) by Doeg, the Edomite, in 
revenge for an old grudge ; we refer you to L Sam. 
xxii. 22, and to the tragic poem of David, con- 
demning the spitcfulness df *• Doeg, the chiefes* oj 
the herdsmen that belonged unto Saul,!' whica 
Psalm lii. David dedicates **To the chief musician^ 
Maschil, a Psalm of David, when Doeg, the Edonv- 
ite, came and told Saul, and said unto him, David 
is come to the bouse of Abimelech." The refer- 
ing letter 6, in this title, points to the wordis of our 
text in Ezek. xxii. 0. ** In thee are tth^h that carry 
tales to shed blood.^^ David first asks, " Why 
boastest thyself in mischief, O mighty man?** 
Alluding to slanderers who, when they are,^ or have 
been the destruction of otli^rs, glory in it ; and im- 
mediately denounces the divine vengeance upon 
their slandering, murdering, guilty heads, by the 
direful prediction that as the goodness of God en^ 
durethfot ever^ '* God shall likewise destroy thee 
fprever, and root thee out of the land ot the living j 
tby tongue deviseth mischiefs, like a sh^rp razor^ 
working deceitfully. Thou lovest evil more than 
good,, and lying more than to speak righteousness j 
thou lovest all devouring wprds, O thou deceitful 
tongue.'^ This makes hit^ complain in JPsatm 
Iviit when he dedicates it to the chief musician Al- 
taschitb, Michtam of David, when he flecj from 
Saul and hid in a cave, in thewildemess of En-gedi ; ' 
which M'taschith^ Michtam means destroy ttoty 
being a golden Psalm of David— He laments,* ** My 
soul is even among lions, vers& 4, and I lie even 
among them that are set on fire, even the sons of 
men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, and their 
tongue a sharp sword." *' T<he words of his mouth 
were smoother thaii butter, but war was in his 
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heart; his words were softer than oil, yet were 
they drawn swcn-ds." Psalm Iv. 21. Surrounded, • 
yca^ besieged upon all sides from the secret, sacred 
bed chamber, up to the horns of the altar, with 
^ese mighty, insidious, slandering murderers, ra» 
zor tongqed whisperers, putting on a fine edge, to 
cut throats and marriages ; lion like slanderers, 
who roar out, and tear in pieces ; deceitful, private 
slanderers, who work under our garrisons, and 
blow them upi lying slanderers, who love all de-^ 
vouring words ; sword slanderers, who slice^ cut, 
and pierce us throjugh ; smooth butter shhderers^ 
who pump us, watch us, smile upon us, and stab 
us ; soft, oily slanderers^ who turn up their eyes 
to the ceiling in half milk ^nd rose winks, smile 
upon us with dove's eyes, cooing turtle's voice, 
hair of St* John, dimples of gold in silver cheeks, 
teeth of sanctified ivory, lips of innocent coral, 
tongue of holy sympathy, eyebrows and lids as the 
light of £he morning spread upon the rnountains,. 
a tongue of oil immersed in love, fluttering and 
faultering in pity, the body roqking in pensive de- 
caption, while a prayer, tear, or a groan, the whole 
length of the slow jawed slanderer's murdering 
nature,^ seals the present and future damnation of 
their helpless ana undone victims of irretrievable 
sorrovi^, of eternal riiin ! Encircled, ^ we lament, 
with these hydras, why hesitate to attack slander 
by statute, as it is the most universal thief, magni* 
fied robber, and eternally insatiate, double refined 
liar, hypocrite ^nd murderer ? 

Deliver me not over unto the will of mine ene- 
mies 'y (oujght to be our prayer) for false witnesses 
are risen up against me, and such as breathe out cru» 
elty. Psalm xxviu 12. A fdse witness is guilty, 
€>f murder in the sight of God, at the bar of con- 

l2 
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science, and ought also to be at the tribunal of m^n^ 
when he swears away the life of an innocent per. 
son. It is the opinion of Blackstone, that he is a 
murderer in foro conseienda^ At all hazards, we 
may safely say, that such are as worthy of death aa 
those who carry a challenge to fight a duel ; and 
such are accounted capital offenders in Virginia, if 
one of the " antagonii^" be killed, ** or any other 
person." " Draw me not away with the wicked, 
and with the workers of iniquity, which speak 
peace to their neighbors, but mischief is in their 
hearts." Psalm xxviiL 3. Would to God that 
none but the professedly wicked would act thus ; 
but alas ! alas ! brethren in the Lord« yea^ in the 
sanctuary of the altar ^ supplant^ and that too in 
their own commtinity-^yes, they often distre^s^ 
distract, and shipwreck ^ven the poor stranger by 
peace, peace, to tlie face, while mischief is in their 
hearts, and sudden destruction from thefir slander- 
ing tongues. " 1 iheard the defaming bf many, 
fear on every side. Report, say they, and we will 
report it. AH my familiars Watched for ray halt- 
ing, saying, peradventure he will be enticed, and 
we shall prevail against him, and we shall take our 
revenge on him." 7i?r. xx. 10. As this is the cur- 
rent coin of every slanderer, whenever, therefore, 
by such defaming, reporting, enticing, prevailing, 
ahd revenging^ death is maliciduBly and wilfully 
produced, at the bar of the conscience (rf every 
State, a statute law ought to exist to punbh them 
capitally ; otherwise tJiC blood of the slain will lay 
at.Qur national doors for neglecting distributive 
justice, and be required at our hands, according to 
tliose well known words — " .^^ the hand oftnan^ 
at the hand of every man's brother^ will I require 
the Ife of man* fPlhso sheddeth man's bloody bt^ 



103 • • ' 

manshaUhis bhod be shed : for in the ima^e of 
God made he man ;*' and, therefore, murder is trea- 
son against God; and therefore also, man is his 
law^ver, representative, and avenger. " For all 
tbey that take the sword (unlawfully to kill either 
by slander or otherwise) ^hali (it is my mandate) 
perish with the (legal) sword.*' MatL xxvi. 52, 
" If any'' man hath an ear, let him hear; he that 
kiUeth, must be killed." Rev. xiii. 9, 10, In a 
word, if the pojicy of the legislature of Virginia, of 
1810, (who set themselves so much against di- 
v<»*ces, like Christians,) was levelled against duels, 
fought mostly by the means of slanderers, so as to 
work that august body up to hang some men who 
are thought, by some, skilled in the law, not to 
IliIK nor intend to kill of malice aforethought. If, 
we repeat, the " adversary^ or any other persoh^^ 
being killed in a duel, brought down the vengeance 
of the statute of January 26th, -1810, upon the 
heads of princq>als, aiders, abettors, and counsel^ 
lors, even to hangittg by the neck until dead ; or, 
if not killed, that all principls, aiders, abettor^, 
and counsellors are disfranchised : Surely, then, 
-we see no reason to witlihold our assent to a law of 
equal penalty against n^iHcious, slandering mur- 
derers^ wh^n they intend, and it may have been 
proved that he did kill by jthe eflfects of that crime 
of crimes, called by James, ** a -world of iniquity /" 
As also, that when the slanderer failed of his or her 
€nd, he or she should be either, also, like Ae dtu 
<rl}tr, disfranchised, or confined to hard labor in the 
penitentiary* No doubt population would jwoGeed 
as much taster then than it now does, as a swift, 
thundering steed docs ah old spavin, galded, wind^. 
broken mule ; inasmtichas though it is now imped- 
ed^ by $landec preventing marriages under whin* 
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ing, lying, &nd interested pretentions; then we 
should have the studden sails set^ ^^ and the wind 
right aft/' 

In the second section of the act of March IGtb, 
1809, page 340^ under the title Libel, al)ridgme»t 
of the Laws of Pennsylvania, by John Purdon, 
jun. we read, that " In all actions or criminal pros- 
ecutions for a libel, the . defendant may plead the 
truth thereof in justification, or give the same in 
evidence/' 

Yet, in page 109, of the act of the 31st March^ 
1806, we read, sect. 5. "If any person or per^ 
sons shall presume to publish in any Dewsi^aper, 
or post handbills written or printed, or otherwise^ 
any other person or persons as a coward or cow* 
ards, rascal or rascals, liar or liars, or use any o&er 
irritating or abusive language, for not accepting xi 
challenge or fighting a duel, such person or persons 
shall, for such ofifence, bdng thereof conviicted, be 
subject to the same punishment as though he or 
they had fought a duel, as provided by the first 
secUon of this act." — Which act, in its first and 
second sections, reads as follows : 

Sjsct. 1 "If any person, within this common- 
wealth, shall challenge, by word or writing, the 
person of ^another, to fight at sword, rapier^ pistol, 
or other deadly weapon,, or if any person so^ chal- 
lenged, shall accept the said challenge, in either 
case, sjachperspp.so:giving, ot sending, or receiv- 
ing any such challenge, shall, for such oflfencc, be- 
ing thereof lawfiilly convicted in any court of re- 
cord within this commonwealth, by the testimony 
of one or more witnesses, or by confession, forfeit, 
and pay the sum of five hmidrcd ddkrs, and shall 
suffer one year's imprisonment at hard labor, in the 
same manner as convicted felons are now punish* 
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e4; wd moreover, shall forfeit/and be ^priired of 
all rights of citizenship, within this commonwealth^ 
for the term of seven years, ' ' 

Thanks to heaven, and to the immortalized le- 
gislature of March, 1806, here is an overwhelming 
exception to the justificati6n of an infamous libels 
though true ; and herein we rejoice tliat they en- 
force that part of our Lord's sermon on the ^nount, 
'^ Whosoever shall say to his brother Bucay (that 
is, from the If ebrew word raek^ saith A. Clarke ; 
it signifies a tmitty empty ^ worthless Jelltnu^ shallow 
6rains^SL term of great contempt,) shall be in dan* 
ger of the council." 

And, Sect, 2* " If any person shall willingly 
and knoM^ingly carry and deliver any message, 
purporting to be a challenge, he shall pay five hun* 
dred dollars, and isuffer one year's imprisonment «t 
hard labor, and forever hereafter be incapable of 
holding any pfHee, &c. within this commonwealth.** 
^' In the same manner as convicted, felons^" saitb 
the act. \ V 

If, theii, to save the state from confusion, and 
preserve such refractory gasgohaders as duel gladi*^ 
ators frpm death, stimulated the enlightened legis- 
lature of 1806, to make slanderous words, written 
and circulated, amount to felonious acts, and puti*' 
ished them, accordingly, by such an inimitable sta* 
tute, (except that of Virginia, January 26th, 1810) 
would it not be equally wise, politic, and juirt, to 
make slanderous words spd^en, written^ and others 
wise uttered, to be als# felony^ when they shall 
be proved to have been so spcdcen; written, or 
otherwise uttered, of maHte aforethought, to pro* 
duce killings and other losses to appetite, memory,, 
pc^ce, health, property, life, conjugal harmony, ci* 
vil losses, punishments, vex^ions, mA d^dly 
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prosecutions, to .which direful results we may add 
the loss of heaven, and the damnation of hell ? 
More especially, when we have discovered that 
slander is the devil's compound mechanics, pro- 
ducing perpetual motion in tongues, pens, fistsf, 
cowskins, sticks, steel and lead, ropes, poisons, 
cups, glasses, nods, winks, mysterious whispers, 
ludicrous grimmaces, distrustful glances, earth- 
quaking shrugs, and hydra headed signs, (rom tlie 
stamping foot up to the stiff, surly, sly, palechin, 
grinning jaw, serpentine upper lip, tossing nose, 
winking, screwed up, and fiery opened lightning 
eye, Vesuvius eyebrow, and harpi^ dishevelled 
hair, propelled by the large boiler of Satan's steam 
oigine in hell, smoking, heating, tarnishing, and 
bursting from a windy kitchen up to the horns of 
the altar, ^flowing down upon society like vials oS 
the lowering heavens, inundating us as the sea 
which shipwrecks from a canoe, up to a &rst rate 
ship of the line ; in a word, slander being the over- 
flowings of the highest rectified implacability <^ 
hell, is the cholera morbus of that bottomless pit^ 
is its fiery bile raised to the greatest aci^^ of iirup- 
tive irritation, and disgorged over this (thereby) 
shaking, tottering, putrescent fire and brimstone, 
Sodom and Gomorrah — and should be punished 
by statute larv^ referred to the Jury* 

" The sense in which words are received by the 
worlds is the sense which courts of justice ought to 
ascribe to them in actions for slander. Slander 
imports an injury^ and the injury m\x&t arise from 
the manner in which the slanderous language is 
understood.^^ 2 Dallas^ p* 59. 1 Dallas^ p. 114. 

The Rev. William M^Kendree, senior bishop of 
the Methsdist Episcopal Church, was told a vil- 
lainous tale, slyly and slanderously, against one of 
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the brethteti ; and the good father of our hineram 
society, our Elisha^ who walked with Elijah As- 
bury uiitil he received his senior itinerant mantle, 
sent him off with a reproof worthy of St. James, for 
he asked him, ^* brother^ did you tell Mm qfitP^ 
Thus did our Joshua fulfil the Scripture, which ob- 
serves, that " the north wind driveth away rain : 
so doth an angry countenance a backbiting tongue/^ 
Frov. XXV, 23 ; and we hope that the whole tri- 
umvirate are of his mitid: We wish to God that 
all pur preachem may follow herein his example. 

Hear also the fVa^ington of Methodism, we 
mean John JFesleif^ ** Hear evil of no man : if 
there were no; hearers, th^re would be no speakers 
of evil. And is not the receiver as bad as the 
tliief ? If, then, any begin to speak evil in thy 
hearing, , check him immediately ; refuse to hear' 
the voice of the chariner, charm he ever so sweet- 
ly : let him use ever so soft a manner, so mild an 
accent, ever so many professions of good will for 
him whom he is stabbing in the dark, whom he 
smiteth under Uie fifth rib ; resolutely refuse to 
hear^ though the: whisperer complain of beic^ bur-. 
dened till he speak. Burdened ! thou fool, dost 
thou * travail with thy cursed secret as a woman 
travaileth with child?' Go, then, and be deliver- 
ed of thy burden, in the way the Lord hath ordain- 
ed. Matt. xvUi. Put ye away evil speaking, talc- 
bearing, whispering ; let none of them proceed out 
of your mouth. See that you * speak evil of no 
man;' of the absent, notliing but good.. Let this 
be the distinguishing mark of sl Methodist. He 
censures no man behind his back : by this fruit ye 
may know him. Suppose having seen a man 
drunk, or heard him curse orr swear, I tell this 
when he is absent, it is evil speaking." So much 
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tat Johii Wesley. See how we^ who are calted 
Methodists, imitate him I 

" Not to mention the fetuUs of any behind his 
back J and to stop those short that do ; reprove in 
love and meekness of wisdom.'' — Directions to the 
band societies^ Dec. SSth, 1744, and again iiv 1812. 

Our experience is a. lie, if we are slanderers ; for 
he that saith I know him, and keepeth not his com- 
mandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 
lJohniu4t, 

What are the negative commands on this point? 

Ansrw. Thou shall; not go up and down as a tale- 
beaxer among thy people. Lev,* xix. 16. 

What is a talebearer ? 

Answ. A pedlcTy a trader , saith the Hebrew. 

A talebearer, then, according to this text, so far 
from being^a Christian, is the devil's pedler, or tra^ 
der; and by not attending to the proliibitory comr 
mand. Thou shalt not be a talebearer, he, as our 
text hath it, is a liar, he lies against God. 

What ! if he or she got drunk, and I told a 
preacher or leader, and I knew it to be a &ct ? 

Answ. Yes : The telling of the fact in a tale- 
bearing, ujoscriptural way, is the lie against Gocf * 
truth. 

Whew ! Then the truth is a lie, you say ? 

Answ. Undoubtedly it is a lie against Qod^s 
truth ; that is the Scriptures of truth. 

What dost thou mean by God's truth ? 

Ansnv. I have produced it in that emp^is^ ne^ 
gativCf Thou shalt n^t go up and down as a tale- 
bearer : he then is a liar who does g6 up and down 
as a talebearer, for he sins against the words tf 
truths prompted by the &ther of lies. 

But suppose a preacher or leader ask me~»must 
I not tell him of their crimes to keep up ifeci- 



■ 



109 

Answ. When preaciiers ask such questions un- 
scripturally and slyly, they are suspicious turnkeys 
for Lucifer, working his chain pump, to produce 
by the sucker of the tongue, the putrescent bilge 
water of hell, which they squirt through the syringe 
ef slatKtcrquS whispering, and contaminating des- 
tructive oppression, by which hydraulic machine 
the tree of defamation is; watered and nourislied, 
until by spreading its roots and boughs throughout 
all tfie circles of society, the surrounding atmos- 
pJiere i$ thereby rendered contagious, the respira- 
tion of the churches poisoned, and the tongues of 
all the brethren and sisters turned jnto infectious, 
burning, hot, inquisitive, impertinent madness, re- 
sulting in the direful hydrophobia of " a world of 
imquity P^ ^ 

When impertinent curiosity, that crosses the 
fines in which other persons move, prompted Peter 
to ask. Lord, audi what shall this man do? The 
^uth replied with sharpness, /5PAa? is that to thee f 
Jhttoxv thou me ; that iSj^mind thine own duty, Mn 
Slanderer. " 

Moreover, charity thinketh no evil, and, there- 
fore is not^ suspicious, busy meddler. 1 Gor. xiii* 5. 

But suppose I have lost all &ith in a brother, 
what then can f do but blab it out ? 

Atisw. Then charity comes in with its hope j 
for it hopeth air things of the reformation of a brp- 
tsM&Cy when feith in hiin fails, yea, and sufFereth 
l-o-n-g jti this hope with its fallen sister ; it is not 
vaunting i or rash^ ias the margin hath it, with a bro- 
ker or enemy. 1 Cor: xiii. 7. Charity rejoicetfa 
ill, or, as the margin"lias it, with the truth; for 
charity is emphatically the truth in i^t concrete* 

But if he curses, or she brawls, he fights, and she 
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Is a mischief maker^ must I n6t go and tell He^ 
preacher, or some ruler erf the church ? 

The truth does not authorise you, for it reads 
thus; Put them in mind to speak evil of 710 mofu^ 
Titus iii. 1, 2, Here is no exception, but a post* 
ttve negative in the indefinite, no man. This is the 
truth — this is the apostolic preci^pt ; when then you 
speak evil of any man, you are a liar^ though what 
you say of a person is a cotoin fact, ithtin§scrifi' 
turally true that he that l^eeping not the command- 
ments is a liar, as saith our text^ and the truth qf 
GoiT s v:^ord is not in hifru ^ 

But I will tell upon such wickedr-siuful hypo- 
crites; you encourage theft, adultery, drunken- 
ness, fornication, uncleannessr lies, fighting, and 
quarrelling, and all villaii^, by such^ence; speak- 
ing of them is ^ virtue,. ; 

Anhv. Set your fwt there, and we Bhall prove 
that all you have charged us with is openly levelled 
at the lawgiver and the hm. " Speak not evil one 
of anodier, brethren \ he th^t speaj^eth evil of his 
brother, and judgeth hi3 brother, speaketh evil of 
the law, and judgeUi 4he law : thou art not a doer 
of the law, but a judge." Janws iv. 11. Sa that 
you, by telling the feiults of your brother, so far 
from being in the truth or your duty, ^re peaking 
evil also of the law, and judging the law, not being 
a doer of the law, which .commands silence,' for* 
bearance, and lovingly tp reclaifn and forgive a 
friend or foe, but a judge ; ajudge of the law, and 
a judge upon the law. You say , then, that the law 
tolerates sin of every kind.by your evil -shakings,; 
you blame also the lawgiver, you judge the Al- 
mighty God himself, and thus slander Jah Jehovah 
lor commanding you to be silent I ^ No wonder* 
then, ihat .when yoa call the master qf the house a 
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Jipopref ofstny, you woiild also apply the same slan- 
der to those of his household. But thrice happy 
for our subject, such are proved and found to be 
liars, arid not Jews in heart ; for he that saith I 
know him, and keepeth not his commandments of 
#£fe/iwi fOTgiveness, and covering a multitude of 
^ns/\% a liar according to God's truth, though he 
or she tdl ten thousand of the devil's tattling truths* 

^* Truth is the proper foundation* for all credi- 
bility ; and Godh truth the only foundation of 
Christian credibility, or faith. There can be no 
foundation without^ru/A; and, consequently^ no 
^iM without this foundation. 

** But the foundation must be laid : that is, the 
&itth must he publishedj or feith cannot rest upofi 
it. God, therefore, hath revealed and publisned 
his truth, whichi before his revelation of it, must 
have been hidin himself zs its proper teseticei 

" As all truth proceeds from God, he is, and he 
^Is himself the truth emphatically : he is the 
source of all reality. What, therefore, proceeds 
from him "must be true; aiid thus the matters 
wliich hthitK declared or dories aa^ manifestatians 
or revelations ^f his truth ad extra^ or to his peo- 
jde, and as such are to be received by them. 
' " Thtse man^stations or reveiaticmrin the mord 
are real arid immovable truths, necessary and oris- 
dibleyor us, with us, arid m us* 

** They proceed from Him as their raw je; afc 
effected by Him as their a^§-w^/ and tend to Him 
as their erui. They descend for us as grounds of our 
faith; are With us for stfengthenmg our hope; 
and renmin experimentally in us as the means, or 
earnesti used for our «a/i^a^zdfi. 

" When we say w, we mean that the house of 
God is the Church of the living God, which some 
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transblet piUbtr trntl gr&u90^ others better, tfw ita^ 
tion and seat ofthtituth^ 1 Tim» iii. 15. God is 
the truth; and so, subordinatdy, are the revela* 
tions Jrom him ; the church is rthe columfi raised 
upon this truth, as upoaits proper foundation, and 
IS abo the seat or piace wh^e all these revelatioiis 
concentrate, and where only, as to the aji^Iicationy 
they will ever be found. 

" Christ hath taken the name of truth. Rev. iii* 
J.4, and is become the basis of Jbundation of hid 
jjeople, Isaiah xxyiii. 16, 

" The Gospel, which treats of both truth in «- 
senc&, and truth cammunicated^ is the truth of God^ 
Jbecause it both poxiceeded from him as it^ cause, 
and returns to him and to his glory as its end. . ^ 

" Reason seems to show with what strict propri* 
«ty God hath assumed this name of truth. But k 
was only the revelation of God himself which coui4 
convince, how suitably and justly this blight attri- 
bute operates for the eternal welfare and salvation 
of^nners. 

*' In Deuteronomy ^ xxxii. near tlie beginning, 
Moses publishes the name of «/i?^<waA— -and amoi^ 
Other tides, ascribes, to him the remarkable one^ 
AL the TRUTH, which is rendered in our trans- 
ition, God of Truths but more justly ,by Monta^ 
nus^ Ihus Veritasi 'God the truth,^ But the apqs« 
tie John says, 1 John v. 6. It is the spirit that bear^ 
4^th witnesSf because the spirit is the Truth. The 
Spirit, therefore, is Jehovah, Alehim and AL, 
which are among the titles given to the Truth in 
Dieateronomy ^ above mentioned^ 

/* In Psalm acxxi. God is styled Jehovah AL, 
the TRUTH, or of truth, according to our trans* 
fatkm ; but the Holy Ghost is n^med the Truth, 
wd Spirit of TRUTB*^' . . 
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You ask, if a man hath cheated another but of « 
dollar, don't yoii think I ought to tell upon such a 
person to a preacher or magistrate ? 

i/lw^Tt;. " Thou shalt no^ steal." Exod. xx. 15. 
This don't mean not steal by the hands only, but 
also by ffl>y means ; for instance, a man robs you 
of a trifle, and you, by giving publicity thereunto^ 
may, in the devil's court, rob him of five thousand 
dollanr: that is,' you prosecute him in Satan's court 
of a world of iniquity, l^ the compound interest of 
sleepless slander, U) his or her entire undoing; and 
even allowing that you could legally bring all such 
culprits to justiqe, yet justice itself is a crime, 
when opposed to the law of love, which we prove 
by the following passage of Scripture. ^ The same 
^rvant found one of his fellow servants who owed 
him, and he took him by the throat and said, pay 
me that thou o west, and cast him into the prison 
till he should pay the debt ; so when his fellow 
servants (whcfee mercy had overcome their justice) 
saw what was done they were sorry ; then his Lord 
said unto him, O thou "wicked fservant, I forgave 
Aee alJthe debt, shouldst not thou also have had 
<jompassion upon thy fellow servant, even as I had 
pity on thee ? And his Lord was wroth, and de- 
livered him to Ae tormentors (for doing justice) 
till he should pay all thiit was due unto Wm. S6 
fikewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto 
you, if ye, from your h^rts, forgive not eveiy one 
his brother thfeir trespasses," Matt. ix. S4 to 35, 
He was^ therefore, condemned for. doingjustice, 
for not iniitating his Lord in compassion, and for 
nothing else; so also shaU God damn us if we use 
|usttce in opposition to mercy. For ifyt forgive 
nieh their trespasses^ your heavenly Father will 
alsQL forgive you ; but if. yt forgive mt men their 

k2 
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trespMsei, neither rutU your Father fsr^e yowr 
irespasses.^^ Matt, vL 14, 15. If ^vcfor|give not; 
\\t shall be damned, \i tte tritth of God, in oppo- 
sition to which let every thing, sy^cnVand man be 
afiar.* otherwise, ^"^ Forgive us our debts, as we, 
Jbrgive our cfcAf^r^,'^ would have no meaning; for- 
gi veness of debts then^ is the truth of^ Ood^ Every 
thing opposite to mercy is the malicious, unmer- 
ciful truth of the devilr-and that even although it 
be supported by legislators, p<M^iaries, aad execu- 
tives.; yea, though bulwarked by severe jsanctuary 
caucuses, and delivering up to Satan unmercifully* 
F&r he shall have judgment without mercy, that 
hath shewed no mercy; and m^ey rejaieeth (or 
glorieth, nm^n) against (or ovtr) judgment. 
iames ii. 13. Justice rejoiced in a chufcky ^ 
cmtrt judgmcnt,^ which^is a Ae, when coming in 
competition with tiie trtUh as it is wJesUs^forgiv* 
ing'the debtf and hsiving eompassion on ourfeilcw 
senHmtSj \r^ forgiving, from our he*t», every tme 
his brother thdr trespasses. 

You ask, Wlmt ! not teB upon a lying thief, and 
» hypocrite? 

Jnsw. Thou hypoertte! first cast put^he beam 
of lying J^inst the trutl^ (by slmider) out of thine 
own eye, the hell spot, stealing good, bad, and in- 
different reputations^ and then shaft thoii sectl^ 
duty, efcarly how to act in mercy with a sealer oi 
a purse, who is only a trashthief^ (a& sai^ Shakes- 
peare) when compassed with thee, • 

But I imi SQ tormented with wicked, lazy, dkty, 
sogiiish servants ^nd bad neighbom^s, that £ can't 
beLp talking Idud^ severe, aad evil of tfaemi how 
#anIdo? 

An;^U)i As John Wesk^ said^. (when sailoiss r^ 
IM him^pci^attly of his;mo]ieyi.<m:b«a^ 
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after same search) "If I have lost my money, let 
me not lose my senses^" Don't go to the devil to 
have work done. Whosoever ^hall say to his bro- 
ther Raca^ (that is, ettipty, v^in, worthless fellow^ 
from the Hebrew word Jiaeky saith A. Clarke) 
shaU be indanger of the'coundl. Maft V. 22 ; and 
if you doubt whether a sla Ve is your brother or not, 
we refer you to Jer. xxxiv. 17. where you may 
see something 'else that may open you^ brawKng 
eyes a little wider than they^ are. " Put them in 
mind to be no brawlers j^^ Titus iii. 1, 2, is the truths 
according to loving, gentle 'goodness, in oppo- 
sition ta railings brawling devilishness, ** Thou 
fchalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the 
children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself." Lev* xix. 1 8. Here is a 
double divine truth— Thou shalt no^ avenge, thou 
skalt lave thy neighbour with self love. This ad- 
mils of neither slavery, slander, nor shaving, nor the 
severities of justice : this is the truths the opposite 
is error ^ falsehood^ and Ues^ though it have the 
aetpblance of policy, justice, church discipline, 
and sacerdotal holiness for its basis ; we mean lies 
against the Old and New Testament. '* Yea, (says 
Paul) let Gr^ be true, but every man a liar." liom. 
iti. 4* As it is written that thou mightest be jus- 
tified in thy sayings, and clear whei> thbu judjgest^ 
or art judged. F^ii^ li. 4. As the result of Da*- 
vid^s infection hath^ ity / ^aid <{U men are liar$^ 
Psalm cxvi. 11, whenever, then, we seek our own 
agwistthe spirit of dmrity, we arc liars against 
Cbriatiait diari^ ^ which, as St. Paul affirms^ seek-- 
eth not her cwn. I €or. xiii. S. Why is it that 
charity, or lover seekcth not her own sect, own 
IHDney, own eoufitry, own rights, privileges, hot 
aeiv-«mrpkaMM^ wprefit^f Why because it loves 
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its neighbor as itseif. And from the sanK mo^ve, 
and for the same reason, St. Paul saith, ^^ If an j 
man have a quarrel (or, as the margin Hebrew hath 
it, a complaint) against any, even as Christ fcM-gave 
you, so also do ye." Ye, therefore, whc^ wish, to 
know liow to dispose of a quarrel, at a eomplaint 
against a brother or sister, this is the more excd- 
lent way, forgive it; this is God^s truths and the 
contrary is «a, PU tell a preacher, member, o^ lea- 
der, is a lie against God, is the devil's malici(Mis, 
altarscrapmg, unforgiving, talebearing, truth; liot 
God's loving, forbearing truths of which, as Solo* 
ihon saith, that hve cover eth aliens. Proy. x. 12. 
Our point is proved— he that keepefh not his txwn- 
mandments is a liar, and the truth is not m hijtn. 
Every practice or opinion opposite to the word of 
God, is an error, an untruth, a falsehciod, a lie ; in 
proof whereof, read the following Scriptures : Let 
God be true^ and every man a liar. Rom. iii. 4. 
O Lord (saith David) thy words be true. 2 Sum. 
vii. 28 ; right judgments and true^^aws^ g^od sta- 
tutes and commandments. Neh. ix. 13. All other 
sentences or judgments, whether from or by poli- 
ticians or judges, cith«- in the state or the church, 
contrary to God's right judgments, are wro«^, op- 
posite to his true laws, are ^a/^e, clashing with his 
good statutes and commandments, are bad; yea, 
every, and all confessions of ^aiM, articles ^of r<?A'* 
gion^ codes of law, and forms of church govern^ 
ment or discipline^ should be held in doubt and sus^ 
picion^ and n6ver be quoted nOr practised but in a 
secondary manner, to be an handmaid id truth. 
The church of Rome saith, so says on^, the creed 
iand articles, say a^er*, our catechism, % thirds and 
the discipline, a;/&«rf A, and so the pomt ispravetL 
The evil i^ we all build a wsH Qlity'ustfcey dou6t^ 
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iffror^f Jklsehood^ and Ries^ in human heteradoicVf 
which will be binmed up in the fniUenium of /ri/^. 
The ju<igments of the Xord ^not of Luther^ CaU 
vifi^ Jfesley^ or Whitefitld, fyor Leo the IQth) nre 
true {or truths margin) and righteous altogether.^^ 
Psalm xix« 9^ Many malicious hearsays, produc- 
tive of false and lying judgthentS) supported by un* 
righteousness «i}togethcr, have been partially passed 
in the purest locieties, t^ being led by obscure, ili 
drawn charts, and carried into eflfect by hearsay 
bribery and sacerdotal intderaoce. Thy wqrd H 
true Jrqm tJie beginning* Psalm cxix« 160. And 
we may safely say, that all other system* are lieM 
IrcHif their begiiming, with ail their aiders^ abet-^ 
tors, and qounsellors, if diey in one jot or tittle 
fritter away mercy from truth, gentleness, long suf*- 
fering, and bophig tlie best. Master^ thou an 
true J and teacAest the way of God in truths Matt* 
jcxii;. I^, WhcLnever, then, any man tells a truth 
upon a brother, receives a backbiting truth as a 
leader in a church, or acts upon it unmercifully' 
and unscrii^urally, every one who has, or has had 
a band in it, is a liar against our master'^ truth| 
and that even though the person expelled be guilty> 
and wlmt was said of him true ; it being manifest 
thiat all and every cohcuirence in an unsdriptural 
act* is a he against the Word himself, and the word 
of truth itself. What a lamentable state is that 
church in, which is led by a system of rules nc^ 
fully founded in Gospel order and discipline, and 
administered by inexperienced, unduly, influenced 
youth, supported by prepossessed^ revengeful old 
age, wboj turning away their ears from him who is> 
and itjwhich is the. whole truths mercy and truth 
met together J are turned to fabulous ot scandalous 
trut^) br hearsay t^utlis, founded in talebearing. 
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and not in tiie wliolesome ndesof-illatf • x viii. JLuke 
zvtL Ram. xv. i Car* xiii; and Gal. vi, ; not 
governed by the true Ugkt^ John i. 9^ we wander 
in the feise Uiick darkness of scandalous letter writ* 
ing, one member to another, agatqst another ; one 
preacher slandering and libelling to another, to annoy 
his brother'^ way ; one telling a preaclierf whinmg 
and blubbering like the demVs mush pot, their tears 
being enough to ^* scald a crockadile*' — ^oh { oh ! 
sinking down, fainting, dying, and bursting with 
slander, like the boilers on board his Luciferian, 
slandering steam boat; on we go, putting the 
quicksilver of whispering into the family and 
church caldron x O man of God, there is death and 
KeSf instead of truth and lave, in the pot ! True 
worshippers ivorslnp the Father in spkit and truth. 
John iv. 23. False worshippers worship the fadier 
of lies out of the spirit of truth, by carrying Abad- 
don's post bag of defamation, with their backs 
humped up like racoons, by the drawing strings df 
hell, and dieir feces all drawn up into angfes, tri- 
angles, twists, wink^ nods, lowers, {^tickets, and 
^immaces, as the middling, of an old sopo) boiled 
m alum, with hair and teats protuberant, or the 
jace tightened up like a dmm head, but not equally 
musical. 

1 am the true vine. John x v, 1. Therefore, 
every slandering branch in rne^ that beareth not the 
fruit of mercy and truth met together, and mercy 
rej^cing over justice, whosoever swcts upon back- 
biting truth, which is lies and Gospel truth mixed 
toge^cr, as much as GoA and mammon, b lies 
against thy truth, shaU be taken away. Sanctify 
them through thy truth : thy wixrd is truth. John 
xvii. 17 ; not through whispering and backbiting 
truths^ ,«uch as he got drunki she had af qirarre^ 
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be cursed, i^e sworei I w^t tdl the {»%(iefaer--^for 
these are liei^i^inst Grod's truth, and every preacbr 
^ who receives them, and acts upon them unscrip-* 
turally, is a iiar. If he had said^ sanctify them 
through suspicion^ through asking slandering^ eun* 
ning qmstionsj through wMspefs, and the devil's 
Uhellmg love letters^ through nears^ evidence^ and 
rush, unjust Judgif^y we ^ould hav^e long ere now 
been skmderoud^ saniit\fied* But blessed be God^ 
itjs by leve^^Jo^y fiatienc€y^rgwenessj and over* 
e&tiiing evil with good. Thy word is /ra^A— What 
does th^t. teach? Go and tattle to leaders and 
preachers in the dificrent sects and parties, and act 
upon tattlesL? No, no; cover a multitude of sins. 
1 Peter iv.B. Lave covereth aU sins. Prov. x. 13; 
Forgive seven times^ a day, if he. repent, until se* 
yenty tinges seven, that is four hundred and ninety; 
restore in the. spirit ofmeekne^s^ Gal. vi : not put 
him out,^^if he is guilty of what would exclude him 
front grace and glc^y ; but if be will not hear the 
language^ of meekness, if he will not hear two or 
three patient and gentte reclaimers, if he will not 
hear tte church, then puthim out-^r-this is thci 
truth : the QonteHry is, Iks^- is oppression^ though 
practised contrary to the wwd of truth by Paulj 
ApoUos, and Cephas. Brethr&n^ whatsoever things 
are truey in conformity to God's truth, think on 
these things. Phil. iv. 8^ That is to say, read and 
\k led more by the law and the testimony, which 
is the word of truth, tlwn the best rules of church 
governirient, expl^ned and enforced hy men. 
Take care how ye trust good men. with power; 
Attend to the word of truth from him who is a 
minister of the sanctuary^ {or of holy things^ mar- 
gin; and of the true te^emaele^ (not of our faLs6 
creeds and devil's pedUng) which the Lordpitdi'-^ 
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^tfh and not mmu Hfeb. Vili. 2* Attcaid t© tihte 
woi^d of truth, we beseeeh you, to the utmostex* 
tent of decJaiird paticf^e, forgiveness, justice, and 
inercy, upon all occasions rejoicing, over jiTstice, 
then, and not until dien, shall we bielqng to the^rtn? 
tabernacle tohich God pi^h&i^ and nbt man, \i*io» 
witjb hi$ wisdom, which is not from-above, forbids 
^m who follows not us— loves, pre^miiience, 
pi^s, be^rs, and sentences very, very often by ly* 
iag traths:, that is^ truths mixed up with envy^ 
l^iU^ays, doubts, and revenge. Many who know, 
who are well acquainted with their ^ke^ taberna- 
cles, which man hath pitched in codes of chureh 
government, are equally ignorant of the prinoiplcs, 
sptrir; and rules of the true tabernacle of mercy 
and truth met together, which Gorf pitched, and not 
9ian, O what a great damn^ion shall he bave in 
^e great day, wliojiaa been a pompous, hard* 
bearted church oppressor! He shall have j^udg- 
ment without mercy, whose mercy irejoiceth not 
against judgment, which tking is true in him ar^ in 
ppif. 1 John ii* 8. What things Johft ? A true 
lale of drunkenness to a preaclier or church, to 
bave the wicjced curser or cheat put<>ut or expel- 
led >l!i^ith a snort, for the preacher to iaqqire foe 
tjiles, and paid by some for Acting upon them? 
No, no, no ; but Ae that saith he is inrthe Kght^ end 
kateih AU brother^ by whispering and backbiting; 
^Ihd; hating x>f God^ Rom. i. 2?, SO, is indsrk- 
l^;{^; and ttet whether he tell preacber or others, 
m Mso the preacher, whether the person is guikyt 
W not: guilty, provided tte steps directed by the 
Uw. aind the.pr(^)hets, by Christ and his qiosttes^ 
vmm not' taken. ** l>o not' think to excuse your- 
ae^if, (saith tli!& ifrnmsEtaHzed Joktt Wesley) byt 
s^S^itk^^ ^hff J 4id:iKifchSjpeak to ,^t»y oto wg^ 1 W99 
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see 6airdetted tfeat I could^nat refrain* You was blir- 
desed ! Aiid'what way have you found to unburden 
youpaelf ? You comfort yourself by telling your 
brotitier'sfmiltto^anot&er person ! Ease bought by 
sin is a deap purchase^" 4th t?a/i p. 69. Mark 
i^&jN—if you reject Christ, Paul, Cephas, Mo^ 
ses^ and the prophets i 

^ Suith he that is true. Rev. iii; 7. The fountain 
or foundation of frwM. What truths? Why, that 
whisperers asd backbiters (are) haters^ of God, de- 
spiteful^ proud* \Rt>rni i; 29, 90. And, Lord who 
§hall ^blde in thy tabernacle ?^ Wh6 shall dWell 
i:^n thy holy hiU ? He that backbiteth not, nor 
takethiip a reproacb against' his neighbour. Psalm 
xvivS; in the margin^ it reads or receivethy or en- 
dur(5ph: That is to say, he ihiat reoerveth or endtir- 
eth a backbiting tale^ without reproving fhedeviPs 
pedler who telk it, is equally Out of the church mi- 
HtsHtt^ as he who backbites, and he or she who 
taises up the* reproach which the backbiter drops ; 
for David^s good mw will neither backbite^ take up 
arq&roflfA, nor suffer others to backbite^ nor take 
^p reproaches^ against others. This is the langliage 
of Mm the holy and true^ the Holy Ghost, the spi- 
rit of truths whom the i^sXznAttm^) world cannot 
receive. John xi v. VI. Speak evil of no man. Titus 
iii. 2, If thy brother trespass, go and tell him his 
&ult' between thee and him alone, until sevent](r 
times sevem Matt, xviii. IS, 22i This is the Ian- 
guagc of the spnit^of truth— 7%^ comforter whoiri 
/'(saith Jtsui)wilt^end1tnto-i/pu,from the Father^ 
mxen the sptrit of truth. John xv. 26. The con-" 
trary, whi6h is to tell tales to churches,^ preach- 
ers', and oth^iis is from the spirit oilies ; yea; and 
all who r^cr^m^ such tales are liars ^nd thieves, the 
receivers beings as^the other thieves. What do ye 

L 
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think? What have 'ye tq -^ay for yourselves, ye 
whispering, hissing serpents, ye generation of bit- 
ing vipers, how can ye expect to escape the dam- 
nation of hell ? O, but say you^ he must repent if 
we wait four huiidred and ninety times. Matt.Kvnu 
Yes, and there is hardly one in four huncfred and 
ninety, but would repent if Messrs. Wesley, Blair, 
Massillon, and Tillotson's methods were pursued, 
but still more so, if the prophets, Jesus, and the 
apostles were adhered to. / came into the world 
(saith Christ) that I should bear witness tmto thff 
truth. John xviii, 37; not as some ministers of 
slander do when ]they bear witness unto whispering 
truths mixed up of. hearsay s^ malice^ corruption^ 
and envy : he adds, Every one that is of the truthy 
heareth my voice; that is, of God^ of revealed 
truths which i^Jbrgive^ lovcj and restor^in thespi-- 
rit of meekness. QaL vi. 1 ; not have him i/j&,> like 
a sailor to the gangway^ or as 2l soldier. to the guards 
house to rvhipy or put him oii/, but to Cover a mul^ 
titude of sins. 1 Peter iv, 8. YihXe said what is 
truth ? Jesus saithy I am the truths John xiv. 6, 
J am the fountain, author, and doetor of truth, or 
of my church, who teach them what course to take 
to get to Iveaven j he is opposed to aU err(»:, false- 
hood, and lies. Whoever, therefore, teacheth, xe^ 
ceiveth, or acteth upoaany other system of o{»n- 
ious than this truths is a Uar^ even allowing what 
he relates or receives to be a fact : For instance, 
St Peter s^ith, honor aUmen^ lave the brotherhood. 
I.Peter ii. 17; unless, th||n, that some slandering 
Diotrephes\ or devil^s pedler can make it evident 
that receiving sly, secret, malignant. ^a/e^ unscfip- 
turally, against a member, and acting unjustly by 
exparte testimony thereupon, to the great oppres- 
sion and damnation of thousands, is Qospel truths 
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is imitating him who is, who was, and who is to 
Gome, to punish such upstert tyrants ; we hope 
to be indulged with the liberty of sounding the fol- * 
lowing words in their ears, before their high mightr 
inesses get so much power from their wrong, irre- 
verent father, the devil, in liesy as to render even 
rational remonstrance iniipracti cable : O foolish Ga* 
ld$ianSi (or slanderers) who hath bewitched you^ 
that ye should not obey the {vfhdie Gospel) truth. 
Gal. iii. 1 ; which is to remonstrate lovingly jpa* 
Hentlyy and Jaithjiillyy until seventy times seven^ 
that is, four hundred and ninety times, privately, 
with thy brother, if he shew any signs of repent- 
ance, before you tell cyen a receiver of stolen repu- 
tatians J ! ^ 

And 1 saw heaven opened^ and behold a white 
horsey (riot the black horse of slanderous truth,) 
and he that sat upon him was called faithful and 
true. Rev. xix. 11 . Of course, every whisi^erer 
who differs from him is falsCyis ^ liar, even if he 
tell nothing b,ut the^£?^ commit ted-^snc\t as to say 
ho fnighty §hc scolded f he was intoxicated^ or she 
was a slanderers these things having been spokeo 
itianunscripturalway^ mark the departure from 
him who is trucy who hath commanded us to love 
our neighbbur as ovr^efo^^, and first to cast the 
beam out of our own eyes: He that is of a faithful 
spirit concealeth the matter. Prov, xi. 13. All 
the faithful are concealers ; iho^evfho act the con- 
trary part arc untrue y are unfaithful; reprove in 
lovcy forgive in charity y conced in faithy restore in 
the spirit of meekness^ pardon as a Gody sue as a 
ftwyer, or slander like yom fatfter the devil. Cha- 
rity never failethy this is the truth .-. whenever, 
then, we begin to backbite y we are immediately de- 
void of charity^ and ar^ liars against \o\)si% faith. 



For tkhs cause also H>e thank Godzpitkout ceasing^ 
because when^ received the word oJ*God^wMcb 
ye heard of us^ tfe received it not as the ivordpf 
men, but (as it is in truth) the word of God^ 1 
Thcss. ii. 13. Are jve so blind, then, as not to 
see and confess that any and evety departure froi» 
this word of Ood, and coknsequently from this truth, 
13 a lie ? And that too, whether wti^t we say in a 
slanderous way be even acknowledged to have 
been a fact, it being self^vident that 6od must be 
true, and all back bitars liars, tbeir truths havkig 
no mercy or pity mixed therewith ; whereas Gerf** 
truth is mercy and truth met together » All th^ 
paths (^theJaordareifnercy arid truths Esalm *xv. 
iO, Mercy and truth have met together s rights 
musnejis smd peace' hax^ kissed each other. Psalm 
Ixxxv. 10. How much mercy k mixed witJi tpn 
thousand whispering, endous talcs to a preacho*, 
do you think ? Or wherein doth righteoai»jess aivi 
peace kiss each other, when we ujascripturally teU 
wpon, iijstead of teiliBg to our l^rother the fault in 
which he is ^unfortunately overtaken ? As you <^c«ii* 
not answer in the afiirrnatiyei, by proving^ what it is 
impossible for. any opea mouthed or sly slanderer 
to niake evident, the consequence is plain, that al- 
though you may have /n/iq^ in the sknder, cither 
;as the cprnmunicaftor or r^ceiv^er, yet that truth be* 
ing of a belUsh nature, having for its basis the raa* 
licious intentions of a slandering propagator, pros- 
ecutor, and receiver, it is a lie coming in competi- 
tion with the ^rt^ rules laid down in Lev. xix. 
16, 18; Psaim xv. 1, 3; Prov. x. l%^ Matt. 
xviii, .15, 22 ; Luke k\iu 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 ; T^tus^m. 
2; CoL iii. 13,; Gal. vi. 1 to 4; James iv. il ; 
£ph, iv, 3L Let all bitterness, nnd wrath, andan^ 
ger, and chmon^ and evil speakings be put away 
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from yeu with all malice. Anaoe ye kind one to 
another, tender hearted^ forgiving one another ^ even 
as God^ for Chris fs sake^ hath forgiven you. This 
i$.(9S Paul saith) the grace of God in truths Col. 
!• 6 ; the contrary is the devils graceless lie against 
the above revealed truths^ even allowing what the . 
sly whisperer told the unscriptural receiver to be a 
fact ; as it is manifest that all who act against the 
word of revealed truth are liarsj though angels from 
heaven. Hear St. John, with John Wesley's com- 
ment — If we say we have ffot sinned^ we make 
him a Har^ and his word (of truth ) is not in us. 
1 John i. 10. " Still, if we say we have not sinned^ 
we make him a liar^ who saith all have sinned^ and 
his word is not in us* We do not receive it ; we 
give it no place in pur hearts." So that any decla- 
ration in opposition to his word of truth is a lie'. 
He that saith I know him, andkeepeth not his com- 
mandmentsis a liar, and the truth (of God's word) 
is not in him. 1 John ii. 4. Here is a plain proof, 
that when the truth forbids backbiting, he is a liar 
who whispers, even granting his narration to ^e a 
fact : it isa AV against the Holy Gospel. 

Bnty may theobjector reply, if the truth of God 
hath abounded^ has been more abundantly shewn, 
through my lie-^lf my lie, that is slandering prac- 
tice, contrary to (Holj^. Ghost) truth, conduces to 
the glory of God, why am I judged as a sinner, ? 
Can this be said to be sin at all? — Ought I not to 
do what would otherwise be evil, that so much 
slanderhig ^oorf may come? To this the apostle 
does not deign to give a direct. answer, but cuts the 
objector shprt with a severe reproof— /?72o^tf con- 
demnation is just : the condeojnation of all who 
either speak or act in this manner. So the apostle 
absolutely denies the lawfulness of doing evil^-^viny 
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evil, that good may come. Rom. iii.. 7, 8. In sbort, 
if slandering truths, such as' he got dnink, she 
dressed too fine, he is proud^ she is vain, he c}u^* 
relied, or she whispered, thq^,the slandorer's nam- 
ing the person, promotes the glory of Gad» why are 
we commanded negatively not to whisper, Jt^ck- 
bile, rail, or revile, throughout the OkJ and New 
Testament? It would be better even to preach 
Christ, as some anciently did,^m pretence y^n^er 
color of propagating the Gospel m truthyV\n\*\. 1&. 
than for us, who kni^w the Gospel rules of lo\ing 
mercy and truth met together, Psalm Ixxxv. 10, 
to turn patient, long sufering, scriptural truth into 
slanderous /w against Christian charity, which co- 
vereth a multitude of sins. ' ^ 

But we speak all things to you in truth. SClpr. . 
vii. 14. The .whole truth, a part of wliich is, re- 
store thy brother in the spirit of meeknes^ OaL vi» 
I, by gentle reproof, instruction, and private ex- 
hortation, lest thou also bfe tempted. ** Temp^tion 
easily and swiftly passes from one to ariotber ^ es- 
pecially if a man endeavors to cure another, wit h-» 
<3Ut preserving his own meekness. But verily kt 
eveiy man try his own work. Narrowly examine 
all he is and all he doth : and therf shall he have re- 
joicing |n himself ; he will find in himself matter of 
rejoicing, if his works are t]^ht before^God, and 
nor in another-^not in glorying over others,"—- 
/. fTesift/. 

Read the following truths : I will be their God, 
ia truth and in righteousness. Zach. viii. 8. Not 
sly or tilandcrqiis truth. Israel shall stay upon the 
Lord, the Holy one erf Israel, in truth, Isaiah x. 20. 
Not upon the unholy one of whispering and re- 
vengeful truth. For the word of the Lord is right, . 
and all his works ffl'e dope in truth. Psaim xxxiii* 4. 
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But the talebearing word of the devii to a chufch m 
malice h wrong; and all such standeri»g, malig- 
nsrnt works^^are done in lies against the right word 
of truth. Ail his commandments are sure: they 
stand fest fat ever and ever, and are dotie in truth 
and uprightness* Fsaim cxi. 7, 8. Contrary there- 
unto, all talebearings are doubtful; they cannot 
staled forever^ and are done ia lies ^vtd villainy. 
Gnfy fear the Lord and serve him in truth. 1 Sam. 
xii S4. Not with the fearlesa slanderer's whipping 
truths, malicious truths, truths to have a negro tied 
lip, a stranger blockaded, a match to be broke, or 
a member to be put Out of society j but the truth 
in love, to cover all sins, Prav. x. 12, the ihulti- 
ttid6 ei sins. 1 Peter iv> 8 ; to^ forgive seven times 
in a day, Luke xvii, until four himdred and ninety 
times. J^^. 18. Mercy is great unto the hea^ 
vens, and thy truth unto the clbuds. Psalm Ivii. 10* 
But talebearing implacability is enviously small, 
dowti to the hell of hells ; and the aiders, abettors, 
and counsellors of siich slandering truths are liars 
against God^s truth, which reaclieth unto tlje A<?<i- 
vens^ Mercy arid truth shall go before thy face. 
Psalm, Ixxxix. 14. But the talebearer's truth hav- 
ing no mercy accompanying it, is therefore ^Ue 
against mercy and truth met together,, and that even 
Uiough wliat they said was a fact, for the question 
before us is not whether the thing sp(:^enl>e ^faci^ 
but whether that ^^ agrees with odr duty, as laid 
down by him who is the truth, and that wca'd of 
life, which is the word of truth, in competition to 
which all persons, every thing; and system are liafsi 
V will sing of n>ercy and judgment, saitfe David. 
Psalm ci. 1; Not of unmerciful churph danders 
too, and by unjust and exparte judgment. Lei not 
mercy ai^ trutb fersak/e thee. Pr(ifv. iii. 3. No^ 
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'the unmercifulocss of slanderous, whispering truth, 
but Jovkig, reclaimiDg, patient, Gospel truth i 
which is as far removed from the iniquity of the 
day as God from the devil, as heaven from .hell ! ! 
Do they not err that desire evil ? But mercy and 
truth shall be to them th^t devise good. JProv* 
xiv, 22. . If mercy and truth, or merciful, instead 
of defamatory truth, was the religious topicy how 
50on would our union^ result in the most, heavenly , 
instead of the at present direful results? Ala$ ! 
among the works of the flesh, which are manifestly 
the hydra slander ^talks fprward witlv its hellish 
brood of hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 
sedition,, heresies, envyings, murders, GaL v. be- 
ing nine out of seventeen damnable sins named by 
the apostle, five of which are made plural to shew 
their legion, namely, emulatioDs, seditions, here-. 
$ies, envyings and murders. Sanctify them through 
thy truth : diy word is truth. John xvii. 1 7. How. 
long do you think it would take to sanctify them 
thil3Ugh slandering tniths, such as, O bf other or 
sister tell the preacher, Pll tell the church, he is a 
drunkard, she is a tattler, which practice is con- 
trary to Moses, Jesus, and St. Paul, all of which 
fra-bid Gospel gossipping, which is, by the defam- 
er, put in the stead of mercy and truth met tpgjeth- 
er, righteousness and peace kissing each other. 
Psalm Ixxxv. 10. A certain proof this, that al- 
tliQugh the clmrcb gossipper, or Litciferian pedler, 
tells a truth, yet that truth not being mercy and 
truth met together, righteousness s^nd peace kissing 
^ch other ; but on the contrary is unrighteous and 
ivhispering truth, unmercifulness^ productive of 
disecH*d, which is every where forbidden by the 
law, prc^hets, Christ, and apostles, which makes 
it a fie, it being tnanifest that whatever is opposed 
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■to the snnctijicatim of Holy ijthost truth is an un- 
holy ghost *^/ Yea,'(^akh Paul) Jet God 'be true, 
but every man (oppo^d to his truth) a Kar. Bam. 
ail. 4. 

Mr. arid Mis^s Truth He, tead the following 
Scriptures: I have not written unto you, because 
ye know nor the truth, but because ye know it^ 
md that no lie fe of the truth; iJaAnS. 21; What 
truth? Why any Holy Ghost tr^rth. fes&noe 
one. Yes, we will, as foUpwJs : Who is a liar, hut 
he that denieth that Jesus b the Christ. He is an- 
tichriiai; tfiat denieth the fether and the son. »i?r. 22. 
Why is he a liar and ai^ andcbrist ? An^w^ Be- 
came be denies whstt the word of truth affirms ; by 
which genera?! rule fcvery intention, affirmsction, « 
praqticc wbioh opposes irfi't«>^<? tru$h is a ke^md its 
propagMcH* a /kr, thbi^ a bishops if he receive an 
unmcrcifal slandering ^le, instead of merciful <Jdi»- 
pd trwth, p^aoe and righteousness. Read the fol- 
towing truths : The wicked «re estranged fwm tfee 
womb : ther g<o astray as soon ^s they are b©wi> 
speaking lies* Psubn Iviit. 3> Corrupt cbiir<«i 
whisperwig, h^einiias its origin, namely , (^\it1>irth> 
i— Where, then, is Petagiankm ? For (saitb Isaiah) 
I knew tto thou wouldest deal very treaclierous!y> 
and wast called a transgressor from the womb* Isa^. 
xlviii. 8; of a slandering family^ -Surely fnen of 
high degree isalie, P^iz/m Ixii. 9, beii>g pompous* 
ly opposed to revelaticHi and religi^^n^ as it is in 
Jesus,- in the truth^ by the Holy Ghost -, which is 
the case of the church pedler and devil's ^ader, 
when they relate a truth unscrq)t«rally . ^ 

Ephraim compasseth me «bout with lies. Hmeu 
xi. 12. So have tlve world ^nd church sfanderers 
who have the beams of malignity and religious hy* 
pocrisy in their own eyes, Matt. vii. 1 to 6 \ bp- 
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dause they received not the love of the truth ;- fot 
this cause God shall send them strong delusion, 
tiiat they should believe a (slandering) lie, (to be 
scriptural truth ;) that they all might bedamned 
who believed not the (scriptural) truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness. ^ 2 Thess. iL 11, 12. 
God is not a man that he should lie. JVum. xxiii. 
19. And therefore all liars against revelation shall 
have their part in the lake which bumeth with fire 
and brimstone, which is t^e second death. J?a>. 
xxi. 8 ; as arc al! who tell jM-eachcrs and leaders^ 
instead of reclaiming dieir brethren. For without 
are whosoever loveth and maketh a (slandering 
truth, which is a Church) lie. Ilev. xxii. 15, which 
is a ]ie against the wc»*d oi the Holy Ghost. But, 
blessed be God, loving and forgiving Chrbtians 
are children that will not lie ; so he was' their Sa- 
viour. Isaiah Iz'iiu 8. 

Slanderers, as were the Cretans, Titus u 12, are 
all liars. 1 know J:hy works, and thy labour, (to keep 
down whispering) and thy patience, (with backslid- 
ing members of society) and how thou canst not 
bear them whidh arfe (slanderously) evil ; and thou 
hast tried them which say Ihey are (loving, long 
suffering, forgiving) apostles, and are not, (they 
being receivers of stolen characters) and hast found 
them iiars* i?ei;. ii; 2. Th^tisj liars against. iev. 
3dx..l6, 18. Psalm xv. 3. Prm. x. 12, 18.Jlfa«. 
yii. 1 to 5, and xviii. IS, to the end of the chapter. 
■Luke xyii, 3, 4, 5. Gah vi. 1 to 5. If we say that 
we have not sinned, we mal^e him a liar, and his 
word is not in us. 1 John i. 10. Why ? Answer. 
Becausfc we deny what he hath asserted, namely, 
that they are all gone out of the way. Rom. iii. 12. 
So is a whispering truth a lie against God's word. 
They that observe lyiiig (slanderous) vanities, for- 
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sdce their own mercy* J<mah ii. 8. He that be- 
Heveth not God (much less he that sets up whis- 
pering for church government) hath made him a 
liafr ; because he believeth notthe record that God 
gave. 1 John \. 10. Sathat npt to believe scripture^ 
truth is a lie against God— -much more so alrethose 
who set up a slandering truth against meroy and 
truth met together, righteousness and peace kissing 
each othen Psalm Ixxxv. lO, Trust ye not in 
lying words, (which are spoken in opposition to re* 
vehtion) saying the temple of the Lbrd, the temple 
of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are these. 
(Church whisperers, who tell upon brethren to 
preachers unscripturally.) Jer. yii. 4. To con- 
cluded—Let God be true \who hath enjoined 
us to love our neighbour as ourselves, to tell 
him between us and him of his faults, to restore 
him in the spirit of meekness.^ Gal. vi. To cover a 
multitude of sini^. 1 Peter iv. 8. To cover all sins, 
Prat}4 X, 12. To do as we would be done by. Matt. 
vii. X2. and every man (who teaches or practices 
otherwise) is a liar. Rom. iii. ,4. Otherwise, let him 
take the contrary course, and tell slanderous truths, 
which are forbidden by God's truth, and then the 
consequence of his disavowal will be, the making 
of God a liar, according to 1 John i. 10. He that 
believeth not God, hath made him a liar ; - because 
be believeth not the record that God gave ! ! 

As it is malice aforethought which constitutes 
die crime of mjurder, it is immaterial how it is done, 
Avhetherby slander, lead, or steel; poison, money, 
or laudanum ; by biting dogs or biting men. 
They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent, 
(saith David) adder's poison is under their lips. 
P$alm cxl. 3. They go astray as soon as they are 
bcnm^ speaking lies. Psabn Iviii. 3. Their throat 
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i» an open sepjalc)ire> Sbtn^ iU» 13. Halaoed sttr- 
ceth up strifes ; viokncetioveretfa the mouth, of the 
wicked. Ppov. X. 11, 12. Here ^. lite source of 
murder ; the natural and faabituat a&pi^bnes9 of 
man, adder's poison fromJthe iieart of malignity, 
through the aU infecting, all poisoning^, univemally 
eoata|^ou£i throat, moraUy pi^^facti\^e, shacp^ned 
into the tongue of a seipent, set onfit^e ofkdly un- 
til a diabolical gangrene defiJest the. whole body, 
polidc and religious, thus, resulting in a workl c^ 
iniquity, each ch whose malicious ^niurderers is thus 
described by the wise man : An ungodly man dig- 
g^th up evU, and in his lips'there is.a burning fii^. 
Prav. xvi. 27. You here see the tirue^picfture of a 
slandering murderer; they are tl^ devil's, miwrs^ 
digging up your ancestorsout of theii^gmves ; dig- 
gmg up from under the: deep oblivion. p£ time and 
charity, the reputation of the objects of their ma* 
lignity. In their lipsj. jsaith ^lomon, there fa a 
burning fire,; hot, burning slanderers, whosa 
tongues consume name, i^me, property, life^ and, 
what is most ruiqous, destroy, souls in hell fire !* 
whither their digguig and burning is hastening 
tl>emselves. Why then leave it discretion^ with 
JEijuiy without statute^ whether suoh^serpen^^ weh' 
malicious murdarerSf sudi univ^sal bjurners and' 
cannibals! shall come off with honor from a jury, 
one third of whom may be iind^. undue influencei 
the other third: b^ly informed, and the other pot 
valiant ? HoWr much better, would it be to make a^ 
definitive statute upon.such crimes, bringing those 
slanderers, who commit mutder of ; malice afore* 
thought by their malignant pluns, whispers, and li^ 
bels, undeir the lawi of unjustifiable Homicide, cr 
kiUing? Aa also, the slandering felo% whorobs^ 
^s by alaiid^r, undia: thatoftfcj^ny ?• Sundy the 



whojte representation oi the state would be moire 
likely to feel ^nd express the sense oi" Virginia, and 
of justice^ than ordinary or extraordinary juries ; 
more e^ciaUy^ as they well know by having ex- 
perienced the c^eets of slander^ how to stem the 
" all devouring'^ ^ague-r^for, a^ a full proof of its 
fountain, ife that hat eih his brother is a murderer. 
1 Jk^a iii^ 15 ; and to prove, beyond contradrction, 
that men intend nturde^by slander we have the fol- 
lowing inspired deciaration, that in thee are men 
that carry tales to shed blood: ]£zckiel xxii 9 ; c«', 
as the marginal Hebrew has it, men of slanders ; 
so that tales are called slanders^ bloody murdering 
tales^ or slanders* 

Putthem in mind to speak evil of no man, saith 
Paul to THus^ iii. 1, 2. Observe, he don't say 
^leak lies of no man, evil speaking being the same 
as backWtmg— which, as the learned Adam Clark& 
isailh, ia derived from two words, namely, againsty 
and / speak f that is, to speak against a persort. 

If a man, has done any thing unchristian or un* 
kwful, let the church proceed aS oar Lord directs. 
MatU xvlii. 1^« Let us sue, but not slander ; let 
tis not-" revenge ourselves by tl%i odious course of 
Ubelling,^' or de&ming by the tongue* Carefully 
read the three first verses of the fifteenth Psalms 
and you ' will there plainly discover that to back- 
bite, to take up what the backbiter drops in his or 
her imid career d[^ scattering firebrands, arrows^atid 
death, or,, as the margin has it, or reeeihethj or ert^ 
durethy pAaces us in the devil's right, so that to 
backbite^ to take up the reproach which the back- 
biter drops, or to endure it in our hearing without 
reproof, excludes us, in David's opinioi^, from 
God's tabernacle and his holy hill. Solomon saith, 
that he ^t ttttereth slan^r b a fooL Frov. xM8. 

M 



To tatwf is to tm^mer^ reveoly eimti^y otpaSlufi^ 
Would you give ju<%tnciutof two pufiisbmefitB for 
one crime, or two payments for one detA ? No, tiQ^ 
say you. Well, then, k it tiot em)u^ that a peFi*^ 
aoii go to the penitentii^ fen* stealing a l»9rse, m£* 
fer and work the worth of six horses, without iis' 
slandering him the worth of twenty ? The word 
shnder, ^mJh'Umtftkir^or.iiiAa&tiden^ (Teutimcf) 
«0iifies to cause shame, to scandaUze, to reproach^ 
rail, revitei whisper s^ost, to backbite^ or speaks 
evil <rfa person* 

The great i<»d Baecm saith, *^ It is no ex^us^at 
the bar of coiiscience, thi^ the slan<feratfs worda 
wcken are true." . Thereby admittk^ diat dim* 
^rous worda. spoken 4eune true ; yea, muRcwuBfy 
mid i$^c0fmderately iruejwkb B:?wink ^s^sl s$mhi 
^^ Smiting, very otten, is the asjsect,^ and smooth 
tfcf the wcxtjte of those who inwai^y are the most 
ready to think evil of others; " Aiid we may add, 
that this smifii^^lip'd munfer^ belongs to some &^ 
milies. 

When Knox, the Scotch ndfcfmer, urged Ae 
cx]»ies8 deelarations of the Scripture, whidi en-^ 
^€M^ied conformit/' to the divine law in oppcsilion:' 
tohuman^authori^'-^^Mf so, (saidArb^gkiH) you 
will leave «es no church« *' Yes, (rejoined Knox, 
saripastically,) in David X read, P^a/m xxvL 5, of 
the dbwch ot tmRgMnts^''^ tMs chtovh^ yon may^ 
have without the wcffd, and ^^ting against it»'^ 
ll»s was dso the churdi of Nere and Domkktn ;- 
as Stk MjeUto^ bishop of Sardis^ remonstrate wi^ 
M. jbvbminm^ A^D* 170«^*< None bis^J^^kro and 

^ * Odi-eceltisiialiL malknaiitito : I faate» oi^ h^e hated'the 
c«n^r^tiofr(oF cbuim) cf eiFil doen. f sojbti OQcVi* 5* or* 



13& 

Jhmtian^ imt^gsted by ^uei aod iU-^rmtd^mm^ 
kive attempted to reproe^ti and calumniatie our re-* 
l^mi; ^ence sprang the common slanders con* 
ce^ning us^ the injudicious vulgar, greedily enter- 
tsoning such repcnrts without any strict examina^ 
4ion." 

As murder^ conjiscaiiimj banishment y and aB 
dher rapines and vexations were produced in those 
4ays against the innocent by slanderers ; so also is it 
tbthii^ day, in church and state-*— Therefore*- all 
slanderers who belong to the church of die mcSg* 
fumts are murderers : for he that hateth his brother 
is a mufdatr. 1 John iii* 15; they are thieves of 
i^putation^r^^' He who steals my purse is a Xaa^ 
tluef, '^ when compared with him ; he is a Har 
^^nst that cjmrity which cov^^« Ix^irs long wlth^ 
and forgives the multitude of sins, i Cor. xiii. 4, 
7; I Peier iv. 8, covers a multitude of sins. Prtm* 
X. 12; They are hypocrites with the beam of ill* 
will ; if not, perhaps they m*e ftttnidy vain, unmer- 
eiluU ungrateful, bad to slaves, to the poor, haughty, 
©r double mmded to tlie stranger, or always joiiw 
ing thcstroi^stside; are revengeful^ unforgiving, 
.making a God of furniture,, dress, high living, 
l^deur, family, or beauty ; are gluttons, feather 
bed drunkards, extc»tionei9, higots,or persecutors; 
in a wordv those who are living in any known sbt 
are hjrpocrites, whfle they are yriiisp^ringi cack* 
ling, and circulating their . villainies, and will not 
make a concession, neither forgive their enemies. 
Matt. vH. 1 to 5* ^ 

In^titude is damning, so also is revenge ; so 
shall It be with the unforgiving, high eyed, haughty 
maligners. Ingratitude is cm of tlie basest crimes ; 
nevertheless, it ill becomes any person to accuse 
anodier of ingrsdtude, when they themselves pro- 
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voke it by secret, sly iritrigues, or mfaenvise dxhi% 
a greater injury to the person or persons to whoda 
they have been kind, than they hav^ done th^m^- 
vers : more especially when those fevors have had 
for their objects either praise or- gain, or, what is 
equally as bad, that their benevolence was always, 
partial, double-minded, or reluctant. And certain- 
ly to raise so high a tax as that of sleepless, per- 
petual hatred, envy, railing, and revenge upon such 
hypocritical friendship, with the epithets of rasca), 
villain, ingratitude, &c, discovers the devil's /m- 
ciple^ or capUol of implacability, and his compouiKl 
interest of perpetual motion, that Js to say eternal 
revenge; **I never, never will speak to them, to 
him, or to her," say your high, hellish, pufifcd up, 
double distilled, proud, sly, revengeful families and 
individuals, bursting at la?t with wormwood and 
gall, like the toad fish, ^r a bladder blown up with 
the foul breath of slander from the lungs of a dse- 
nion. But, we ought ever to acknowledge favors, 
although coming to us through siich mediums; 
and if we are even ill treated, and speak of it, we 
should acknowledge our ingratitude, although we 
l>ave known those from whom we have received 

< them to have been- our enemies. First— -To obey 
God who hath said, " vengeance is mine/' Se- 
condly--rTo have the ^hew of gratitude. Thirdly 

To overcome evil with goocL Fourthly---Not 

to be overcome of evil. Rom* «ii. 21. Fifthly-- 
To forgive,: expecting forgiveness. Afo^^ xviii* 
35, and vi. 15.- But if ye forgive not, neither will 
your father, which is in heaven^ forgive yoiirtres- 
passes. Mark xi. 26; aJw;ays endeavouring, if it 
be possible, as much as lieth in us, to live peacea- 
bly with all men. Rom. xii. 1 8. As there is hardly 
a man or wqm^nbut what has^ kiick^ s^t, stum- 



137 

4>le» Mk, or ia& in thdrgalk^ throng life, we 
$houid put on, therefore, as the elcfct of God, hdy 
and beloved, bowels of n^fcies, kindness, humbte* 
ness of mind, meekness^ long suffi?ring*'^if any 
ipioi have a quarrel^or complaint) against any, for- 
give him even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 

~ Let nothing be, done through strife or vain glo- 
ry , but in lowliness of mind, let each esteem other 
better tkin themselves. PhiL ii. 3. And instead 
of whispering, railing, and lordty severity, let us 
bear the virise master builder^—" Brethren, if any 
man ht overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 
restore such a one in the spirit of meekness, eon« 
sidering thyself, lest thou ^so be tempted ; bear 
ye one anotiiiar's burdens, and so fulfil the law of 
Christ. GuL vi. 1, % The cowaidly, sly tale-, 
bearer, and all who act upon hearsay evidence, 
should put about ship, and hear tl^ following 
words — Mcnreover^ if thy brother shall trespass 
against thee, go and teU hmi his fault between thee 
smd him alone : if he\ shall hear thee, thou hast 
gained thy brother. And if impatient, haughty 
Peter should ask, How crft shall my brother offend 
against me and I forgive him ? Till seven times ? 
Jesus ^ith unto him, I say not unto thee until se- 
ven times^ but until seventy times seven. Matt^ 
xviii. How can we expeet that God will ibrgiyc 
us the ten thousand talents, when We will not for- 
give an hundred pence ? After sdt our boasting and 
pride, our judging aald censure, we must be wit!}* 
out sin if we throw a^ngle stone; therefore, ye 
who think you never can be delivered fi-om sin in 
tiiis life, ought n6t to throw oAe, and those who 
belfevfe they c^n be iMtved therefrom, ought to be 
first made perfect in love, and then they would 
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love their neighbour as themselves^ and wci*k rio 
slandering ill to them ; they would then ent^r in at 
the straight gate of universal charity, and iathe ful- 
filment of ** Therefore, all things whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so 
to them, fqr this is the law and the prophets/' 
MatU vii. i3. I In the fulfilment, we repieat it 
again, of this universally benevolent precept, \h^ 
will be no place left for ni^lice, guile, envy, whis- 
pering, ingratitude, supplanting, talebearings pride, 
exclusive privilege, Jording Over God's heritage, 
haughtiness, implacability, or revenge; 

Any man or woman who, having a murderous 
disposition against another, is continually writing 
and speaking ill of those whom they h&te, to eveiy 
person that they can bribe to join xvith them in their 
little, proud, envioUs, vain> talkative, lying, malice 
and revenge ; especially to those whose jealousy is^ 
as cruel as the grave ; we say, that when by malice 
aforethouglbt this has been, is, and probably shall 
be, until the person or persons of whcxn the slan- 
derers speak and write are either killed, or otlierwise 
suffer as much as the loss^ or more than the loss of 
an house or plantation, by the effects of such bitter 
railings ; then, the slandering murderer having 
intended to take tl)e life of the person, having pro- 
duced killing by slan^fcring themi cmght to be 
hanged ; or^ if havingi by a continued course of 
defamatory reviling, produced other losses to thfe 
sufferers, they ought to be punished in proportion 
to the sufferings and losses produced. And as 
these ends o,f distributive, c;qual justice cannot be 
obtained so well by leaving it to a jury^to give 
something, or nothings or moi^ . slander, to the 
-plaintiff, than he or they had before they sued for 
their characters, s^tutci l^w ^ might produce more 



1S9 

reforniation in soclet}% leaving it to the juiy, under 
the direction of the court, to bring them under the 
purview thereof who are found guilty ; or, if the 
jury bring a verdict contrary to the law, or contra- 
r}' to evidence ; then the coiirt is to order a new 
trial, and so continue until the statute in sqch case 
made find provided, have the effects, and answer 
the ends intended by the legislature. 

This enrt may^ be obtajined without ** abridging 
thefreedom of speech, or of the press^,'' Hear the 
declaration of the General Courts Richmond, June, 
18X1, uefore judges JSIelson^ White^ Holmes^ Bro^ 
ke)tborough^ Johnston^ Carry and Smith — " The 
adjourned case of the commonwealth against 
Morris was thus decided.'' It is tlie unani- 
mous opinion of the court, that by the conimoh 
law, truth is ho justification of a iibely and canhet 
as such be given ih evidence on an indictment or 
information for the offence. In this case the se- 
cond article of the bill of rights, having declared 
that ** All po\vcr is vested in, and consequently 
derived from the people, that magistrates are the 
trustees and servants, and at all times amenable to 
them." It foHowSy as a necessaty consequence, 
that the people have a right to be informed of the 
conduct and character of their public ageiits. ^ 

•In the case of an indictment, or information for 
a libel against public officers or candid^t^ for pub- 
lic c^ce, truth i^ a justification, and may be given 
ki evidence as such under the geneml issue; and 
this totms an exception to the jo'CTJ^ra/ rules estab- 
lished by th6 courts of law ; but even in such a cas^ 
any libeUohs matter, which does not tend to sbeiv 
that the person libelled is unfit fOT the office, can- 
not be Justiji^^f because it is true. In: the case of 
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individuals, wbo are neidier i^^# normfiSdaift 
for office, truth is no justification of a libeL 

In Qo case is it necessary or proper that the ^- 
fendant, against whom there is an indicHneiit cu- 
information for a hbely should plead the truths 

Who does not heredbcem the difTerence foe^ 
tiveen " written seandaiy^^ called a libel^ against a 
public 2aHi^ private ^TMn? 

The word libel, s* from [^Kbellous^ I^at.} is, Isf. 
A satire ; defanmtory writing ; a lampoon i decay 
of piety, 2d, [in the civil^jv] A declaration or 
charge, in writing, against a person in court. 

To LIBEL, V* n. [^from the noun] To s{sread 
defamation generally, written or printed.-^jCteTiii^. 

To LIBEL, V. a* To satirize ; to lampoon. 

A LIBELLER, s. [y^iwn fiAe^ Adefemerby 
writing ; a lampooncr.----jDryiflRpw. 

" Whatever (saith the common law, approved 
l)y Judge C.) renders a man ridiculous, or lowers 
' htm in the esteemand opinion of the world, amounts 
to a libel ; as to call a person an itchy old toad was 
held in that case to be a libel. For mai not being 
at^e to bear their having their errors exposed to 
public view, were found by experience to revei^ 
themselves (ui those who made sport vnAi their r^^^ 
putations.'' 

Take care of your love letters, oflefl^slibeniiig 
one another ; of smile and stab letters $ of letters 
under the lying, covetous^ hypocritical pretences 
of church government, of putting the innocent 
upon theur guards of punishing the wic]ted» whale 
you have a beam of whispering in your own eye, 
and boasting of produdng good to society &ere^, 
when, as slanderers, you are iiot only its worst ci- 
tizens, but most profligated cburcfa members, hf 
the evil haUt a^ example of produdx^ a worid 
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ef iniquitf . Pffllihg irian and wifef, breaking up 
matches^ when we so much need population, ruin- 
• ing strangers, fatherless, and widows, driving man- 
kind m^re into in&my, and proportionably to re- 
vrnige, disappointment,, and suicide, into poverty, 
and^ breaches of the peace — ^are the great boasted 
good resitlung from such double distilled felony 
and murder. 

It is the glory of God to conceal a thingi saitfa 
Solomon, Prov. xxv. 2. Yet your rasp tongued, 
winking, cackling, tossing nosed slanderers, make 
their boast of having revealed the thing ; hereby 
iinitating their fadier, the devil, who is emphati- 
cally called the accuser ;, or slanderer. 

You say that you only put the innocent upon^ 
their guard, when you whisper. You lie^ — ^youput 
them off their guard, by imposing upon them by 
hypocritical pretentions of friendship, until you 
make them open the gatfes of confidence to you and 
the devil, your fether, by whom, joined to ypur 
malevolence, they are set on fire of hell by evil 
speaking and revenge. Why don't you put them chi 
their guard against backbiting, against the company 
and confidence of railers, revilers, and those who 
justify their slanders, as much as against the com- 
pany of murderers, adulterers, drunkards, horse- 
thieves, 1k)usc breakers, and money or trash steal-, 
ers ? Surely the slanderer is a murderer^ not only 
of character, but often of men, women, and chil* 
dteo.; *• he who steals my purse steals trash,'' but 
he>or she who pilfers from me my reputation, or 
sinks it l6wer by whispering, is a greater enemy to 
society, than other criminals, inasmuch as " a world 
of iniquity^^ is greater than a few criminal acts. 
Search ancient history in proof of these things, and 
you will find that nin^een wars out of t\i?€nty have 
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beesk pioduced hy $lteider, ^mpfied by envy, de- 
bate, deeeit, backbitipg, covetecttisivess, and re"* 
venge. Read ecclesiastical history of the Trimto. 
rians and Anthrinitarians, with all the sl^d^^ be- 
tween Catholics (so called) and Prolestaiks; Turn 
over the biogcaphy of moidieni Europcv ^^ s^*^ 
churches, and collets, look at the slanders of the 
officers, of armies, and navies^ behold with shiaiiiie 
.in the yery bosom of our pwn inlmUa^e republic, 
the political emulations which often burst out into 
open violence. Mark the bar — but more especialfy 
the secret contentions and public con&'Over^es 
which have been the laughing stock and stumblit^ 
block of infidels, among the different sects of Chris* 
4ians $ add to ^he catalogue the. effects of .^nder 
^recordedin the Bible, and you will see (he amount 
to be this : Other criming have slain their thou- 
: sands, but Wanderers their ten thousimds, 

/W bat an abominable spectacle do tradesmen mid 
•merchants dispkiy by their competitions^ emula* 
tions, 8uppiantings,and slanders against each other? 
How, ridiculous b it to behold^ an envious ma« 
ligner, with bis mouthy nose, and ^ eyes gaping, 
pincbing, imd winking $ bis red gums smd whiie 
.teeth grinning, his tongue lashii^ out like a bark« 
Jng, snapping quadruped, with outstretched neck 
like^ rattles^e, eatbig up the imslbrtuBes of dis- 
tressed debtors, whose notes Imve b^n protested 
in bank I 

The deluge of malignity, which-iar eveiy day 
sweeping bond smd free before it, hw became so 
fcnrmidabte as to retard population ; many delicate, 
nice sensibilities are afraid to make known their 
esAeem Cor ;the object of thdr affections amongst 
the opposite sck, for £»r of a storm sii^iiag t^ir 
▼essel beffsp ^y hoist idl the ^»ls to kave the 
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fKHt of cdibffif* More especially old faacheloiis* 
and old maids turn back the white of the eye, like 
kicking horses^ and Rtoan with the spleen, when 
they beholds fine fim xaaght by a shining bait, 
parttciilariy when they have the mortification to 
see widows and widowers going through their se» 
Qond, third, fourth, or fifdi epistles. What ah un* 
merdful group of cacklers and gobblers are often- 
cc4iected togedier, over a smoking 9aciiftce of liigh 
sounding, sweet cenied tobacco, strong driiS:, 
wine,tea| coffee, &c. di bawling together against 
bound boys and girls; against my Fan, my Jen, 
my Pat^ my Jack, Joe, Chloe, Doll, and Nat, until 
aflsc sofrie going kaw, like crows, others hseck, 
likc^snipes, twitter like swallows^ ui^ all^give a 
concluding volley of indignant laughter together; 
makfaig the slandering liquor fiy all over the table 
and floor of Lucifer's liquid pandemonium. 

It is a. universal maxim in law, that one who can 
oidy witness by hearsay, is not a lawful accuser 
within any Ictgai statute; It is also another maxim 
that a man is not to be believed until confitmted 
by his adversary, and the witnesses cross examined^ 
How abomimible, then, is the ccmduct of thosd 
whOt when tbeyr are tb^ lei»^ offended, circulatii 
what taxsf sbnd^rou^y call negroes' news \ whilcf 
tSie credulous receiver, as the wise man^s simpU 
one, " be^iieveih every word.*' 

The honorable Judge White, of Frederick, Vir-* 
giftia, informed Us, tl^t for thirty years at th^ bar,* 
^beA Oifihe bench, he had learnt to call hearsays 
ties. Go Aou smd do likewise, shr (daughter SIan« 
oerer* 

Suppose your reputa^on was tottering upon itif 
base, (as it assuredly wiU» unless you bridle your 
toi^;iie)a8 a hmae almost wi^utits^ foundation i 
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and a foul tongue^, h^rd hearted devil's ^)edier 
picked away silently, by his or her slandering bill, 
the last scrap of its support ; would you not say and 
t})ink very hard things of such a one ? And as you 
wouldi so do ye ; as ye would not, abstain tlinere, 
at the peril of your good name, fortune, life, and 
heaven, ^1 oif which may be lost by giving youir- 
selves up to the fashionably slanders of the times% 
To slander a sinking reputation is the -same as to 
rob a poor person of their last cow, for it is all they 
have Ifeft. Did you ever think of that ? To tram- 
ple upon lost characters, when some ai*e end^vw- 
ing to bring them back again to God, to society, 
and to the church, is like the elder son in theGos* 
pel slandering his younger brpther to his father, 
who rejoiced (not like our pinch £iced slanderers,) 
that this my son was >dead, and is alive again, he 
Was lost, and is found. Such defamers, we re- 
peat, are like a parcel of murderers gathering rou|id 
a consultation of laborious physicians^ (which, by 
the bye, are the most still tongued mjsn) who are 
trying every experiment of the faauky to. bring a 
drowned man to life, and are making every efibrt 
to cut oflP the man's head, to prevent the success <rf 
the doctors ; or, what is as bad, doing.their best to 
down with him or her, to eveiiasting infamy^ like 
men running a boat over a m^ who is just inking 
under the water the third time, while a number c^ 
active, bene v<:dent sailors are drawi]^ him up by 
the hair, a foot from below the surface of the wa- 
ter. To sink th? poor, or the stianger, ^jtbr the 
purpose of ingratiating ourselves into £^vor widii 
the envious, malicious, the proud, and the revenge- 
ful, is to go about as a. talebearer, whidi in Xei;. 
xix. 16, is called a pedler, a trader, (in the Hebrew 
^ord, saith A, Clarke ;) 9nd what a ^csffp bought 
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gain must it be to purctese human favour at the 
expense of a guilty conscience, the oppression of 
the needy, and the curse of God, in time and in 
eteniity f 

When a backbiter, who has long acted under a 
license from the deVil, the father of lies, to raised 
receivei or publish a slander, directed by Lucifer'^ 
book of defamatory signals, such as winks, grim- 
ttiaces, shrugs, frowns, turning up the white of the 
eyes, with a prayer, such as L-o-r-d p-i-t-y t-h-e-m, 
quivering the voice like the devil's lightning rod, 
pretending to kiss, while Joab's dagger enters the 
heart ; we say, that when you oppose the slanders 
of such, they justify themselves by an extraordi- 
nary case of putting the innocent upon their guard. 
We certainly owe a higher duty to God, society, 
and the innocent individual cautiously to put them 
on their guard, and save them from the artful and 
the designing, than to hide such faults ; yet even 
here our knowle<%e of the designing person ought 
to be perfect before we act ; and how often wljen 
you infi»rm upoh them, will they inform the person 
against whom we put them on their guard ! But 
what have these extra cases to do with suspicion ? 
With doubtful hearsays ? With a match which we 
breaks through envy or talkativeness ? With slan- 
dering a poor negro, or boupd boy or girl ? With 
Buch a poor g^rl having an illegitimate child ? 
With a private or public diflFcrence between man 
and wife? With la person getting drunk at night? 
Or with'^ the dbputes between householders and 
their 4omestic3 1 &cc« Although a slanderer tells 
the truth, as a matter of fact, that such^ one drank 
to (excess, or had a quarrel ; y€t it is a lie against 
that revealed truth which saith, " if thy brother 
trespass, tell him of bis fault between thee and him 

^ N 
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siloi^;" it is a lie againist that charity which cov- 
ereth a multitude <Jf sins. 1 Peter iv. 8 ; against 
doing unto all men as you would they should do 
unto you, Matt. vii. 13 ; against that love (which) 
worketh no ill to bis neighbour, and which is the 
fulfilling of the law. Rom. xiii. 10. For the law 
teacheth. Lev. xix. 18, Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself. Gal. v. 14. Matt. xxii. 39» If ye 
fuifil the royal law according to the scripture. Thou 
ehalt love thy neighbor as thyself, ye do well. 
James ii. 8 ; if not, ye do ill. 

We must doubt and disregard the railing insin- 
uations of a precipitate, talkative, unfeeling, envi- 
ous, revengeful generation of murdering revilers, 
idle, gadding, unforgiying sowers of discord, if we 
would be just and merciful : iFor, as they lie in 
wait to deceive, and carry tales to shed blood, of 
malice prepense, for gain, as they go up and down 
to supplant, they are the devil's advance guard, 
pushing forward upon all flesh as universal canni* 
bals, deputed from his pandemoniuni of head quar- 
ters in hell, from whom the backbiter receives hi^ 
or her commission to produce ^^ a world of ini^ 
quity.'' 

O how wicked, how pityless is the slanderer's 
baleful breath, which mildews, bla;$ts, and nips ; 
which scorches friend and foe, even its own mo- 
ther's son; which raises a private and public 
storm, to toss, shipwreck, and finally destroy the 
peace, property, life, and soul of the poor girl or 
boy, stranger, fatherless, widow, or slave ! View 
them lamenting, prostrate on the* ground, speaking 
out of the dust, helpless and forsaken, with Aeir 
eyes stedfastly fixed behind upon the past loss^ the 
present shipwreck, and the future chaos ! Behold 
now rivers of waters gush out of, and run down 
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tlieir eyes, while they feed upon nothing but grief, 
and indulge naught but hopeless misery. Ten 
thousand excuses are produced by the malevolent^ 
envious, ungrateful, revengeful whisperer, (who 
divides chief friends) for his all consuming slan- 
ders^ one ofwhichisto produce public good, ano- 
ther to reform the guilty. As to the public good^ 
its chief enemy is the disturber of the peace, name- 
ly, the devil's letter writers, like those of Napo- 
leon, love the American^, and take six hundred 
ships from them ; and how comes it that cacklers, 
winkers, punners, nodders, breakers of the harmo- 
uy of society, cup and wine slandeters, have turned 

I out to produce so much good in church and state, 
when they break up nineteen matches out of twen- 
ty, part man and wife, and, in a word, are sowing 
the tares of discord among the wheat of law, mo- 
rality, and religion, out of slandering Apcl^ 
lyon's black, hell singed, winding sheet of calum- 
ny! The deviVs whispering pedler and trader 

! does too much for God ; he loves his neighbor 
better than himself by going to the devil to slan- 
der him, that lie n;iay save him ; he commits the 
crime' of superero^tion, and goes to hell for public 
spirit. 

Suppose a universal, destructive combination 
were to be formed against the health, prosperity, 
and life of man, resulting in the direful effusion of 
fire into our houses to consume them ; scalding 
water effused through a diabolical squirt upon our 
flesh ; mad dogs let loose throughout all public 
places, with intention to produce a general hydro- 
phobia; contagious substances insidiously intro- 
duced into our bed chambers to poison respiration ; 
spiders and ratsbane, including all noxious, ve« 
nomouSi and poisonous reptiles, artfully and mall- 
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ciously intermingled with our provisiiHiSy includ* 
ing an attempt to dissolve civil society, level pro- 
perty, morality, religion, and all government; 
would it not wake up and arouse all the dormant 
and active energies of every lover of social order 
into a prompt plialanx of firm, zealous, and perse- 
vering opposition, until the hydra should fall a sa-* 
crifice to the public safety ? And shall we stand 
all the day idle, with folded and rusty arms, while 
the compound mechanics of hell and earth are 
making tne streets run with gore^ staining every 
threshold with blood, and clothing all flesh in crape, 
by slanderous results, into an universal aceldema, 
and make no attempt to restrain, stop, oir punisli its 
p'omoters ? Alas ! we are ruined by the tongues 
and pens of those who, through moral and hypo- 
critical pretences of producing civil and religious 
goody are, for the momentary gain of mammon, 
insuring to themselves a gold and silver damnation, 
and, by their foul, putrescent breath, are peopling 
tlie regions of hell by the tortured victims of their 
defamation ! 

ji world qf iniquity is tlie tongue, saith James 
iii. 6 ; a fire, a consuming flame, an insurrection, 
a national, a continental war, a world of noise, of 
arms, anxiety, fatigue, sickness, battle, and blood, 
a world of slain as " Xerxes' world in arms," as 
the sea roaring, so are the ragings of the multi* 
tudes, the heart of each individual being set against 
all flesh, bursts out into malicious slanders, and 
when joined together by an evil report of the 
" tongue^ becomes a Jire^ and the world of iniquity 
is like a xvood;^^ and as fire increases in a large dry 
forest, burning up saplings and trees, roots, 
branches, and earth, so also does the fire of slander 
burn up appe^te, peace, health, and life/ conjugal! 
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happiness between man and wife, devours popula* 
tion by preventing marriages, and perpetuates con- 
tinual quarrels and bloodshed throughout the 
churches all over the globe, setteth on Jire the 
course ofnatttre^ "or the wheel of life." 

" St. James does not intend to express the whole 
circle of human affairs, so much affected by the 
tongue qf man, but rather the penal wheel of the 
Greeks, and not unknown to the Jews, on which 
they were accustomed to extend criminals, to in- 
duce them to confess, or to punish them for 
crimes ; under which xvheeh^ fire was often pla- 
ced, to add to thdir torments. They cast him on 
the -wheel over which they extended him ; they put 
coals under it, and strongly agitated the wheel." 
Just so do malignant slanderers distend us : they 
circulate a mischievous tale in solemn conclave or 
malicious madness, among the murderous crowd 
in civil and religious society ; then stretch the 
man or woman's character, soul, body, and estate 
thereupon, to induce them, by pumping, by cun- 
ntng, villainous questions, to confess felse judg- 
ment, still continuing to torture them under the 
murdering excuses of known, suspected, or un- 
known criminality ; they put the hot burning coals 
of hell fire slanders under, .upon, and all around 
them, tliey agitate the wheel of public and private 
opinion in and out of the churches, writing libel- 
lous, cunning, murderous letters against them, pri- 
vately shooting at them, publicly laughing, mock- 
ing, and persecuting them, in all pumping, pun- 
ning, groaning, and grinning circles, by nods, grins,' 
winks, foreboding shrugs, baboon grimmace^, and 
white eyed laws, of solemn, hypocritical astonish- 
ment ; by malicious, partial church Censures, fof 
the glory of God they say, grievous, vexatious, and 
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groundless state privations, accusations, pri^sfecu- 
tions, condemnations, and malicious punishments ; 
thus bringing the ivhole circle of the wheels of the 
devil's steam engine, slander, against one, against 
each, against all, every man's tphgue being a sword, 
a fire, a world of iniquity, cuts, wounds, slays^ 
burns,^^ scorches, pains, and consumes name, fame, 
property, life, and salvation ! Yet still we leave it 
to a jury to punish them, witl>out a fixed, defined, 
penal statute ! * * They brought him to the wheel, 
on which having distei^ded his limbs and brofcen 
his joints, they ^^t>r^/u?(/ him with ^r^, placed un- 
derneath, and with sharp spits, (saith historj') ^ea^^- 
ed in thejire, they pierced hi^ sides and burwd his 
bowels." 

Thus, and tluis puWicly and privately do slan^ 
derers immolate or murder tlie unsuspecting and 
unprepared victims of their envy and malice ; they 
stretch their reputations to dislocation, as those 
distended the limbs of the tortured suferer ; tjiey 
feast their fiery eyes and malefic ears upon tlieir 
cries and obloquy s; they eat up their sios i tb^ 
are fqpd for their insatiate ambition and revenge : 
as those rejoiced at the snaps of the broken limbs 
asiid joints of the writhing, raving, hopeless; victim, 
so these cry out * ha, ha^ so would we have it,' when 
the object of their malevolence is privately and 
publicly disgraced andruined i As those searched 
the sufferer with tijcjSr^ ]Jaced underneath the 
wheel, so also do slanderers with the pokers, sho- 
vels and tongs, of letters, winks, balls, words, set 
6n fire of heU by recapitulations of the past, and 
new creations and additions of accumulated ca- 
lumny, stir up the fire of hell to scorch andJbura 
up injured innocence ! As with sharp spits, heated 
in the [fire^ they pierced Uie $ides and bui^ied ^ 
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bawds, so also db hot burning, hell 4ire slanderers 
heat their spit fire tongues in the devil's furnaces 
and forges of defamation, by the coals of hatred, 
and the br^th or beilows of slander, and pierce tlie 
Sidesj breast, and souls of the slandered by theii; 
^v&i times heated and hissing tongues and pens ! 
** The /re and the wheel (saith A. Clarke) are 
mentiohed by Achilles Tatius. Having stripped 
me of my garments, I was carried aloft — some 
bringing-^courges, others the Jire and the wheel. 
Now, as the Greek word often /signifies /j/e, then 
the wheetof life is to increase a man's torments ; 
and to be set on jire ofhell^ implies having these 
miseries rendered more active by diabolical agency, 
or, in other words, bad men instigated by the de- 
vil, through lies and calumnies^ make life burden- 
some to the objects of their malicious tongues.^' 
Yes, as ttaise tyrants stripped, and fired the wheel, 
raising the poor man alcrft, so also do whisperers^ 
backbiters, and haters of God strip you of reputa- 
tion, health, appetite, friends, senses, life, and sal- 
vation, and expose us naked, upon high places of 
obloquy, to the increase of torments insupporta- 
ble, inexpressible, and eternal ! They enviously 
and maliciously strip us of civil and religious soci- 
ety, of honor, confidence, and genius, of conjugat 
happiness, of the favor of parents, brethren, chil- 
dren, servants, masters, antfbenefactors ; they be- 
reave us of a home, exposing our naked or hidden 
foibles to a host of jxvaligners, and prevent the pop- 
ulation of our country by breaking up millions of 
marriages ; the stranger is tortured upon this uni- 
versal wheel, so is the poor oppressed slave, until 
tlie hideous^ bloody voice of Ramah becomes in- 
supportable ; the whole course of the blood and 
spirits^ the ^oncre^ of violent passions, and the 
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whole malevolence of the universe, since Gain en- 
vied Abel, is, and has been, set on fire of hell-^. 
and shall we not rise up in universal opjfK)sitioii 
thereunto, by statu tary enactments, defined, limil- 
cdi stern, firm, and persevering restrictions in the 
churches, before all character, order, happiness, 
union, interest, and salvation is broken and con- 
sumed? 

, HE belched his bilious slanders up, . 
. And bawPd aloud of faith and hope ; 
And yet the slo«^ja\v^d, huffish tnope^ 
Let fly upon St, Peter^sPope. 
Away he went, both head and tail, 
A butting ram, with peacock's tail, 
With strut and butt^ to rail and sail 
All through the stormy, surging gale. 

They beat the revdlie, tattoo, 
And told, on Jack, and Bett, and Lew ; 
Then gave a wild grimmalkin mew, 
When df the wool and scarf skin flew ; 
They point the lovmg, narrow way, 
' . Yet sink the feeble in a day ; 
They bay, apd pray, and fray, and ^lay, 
And blight your fame to dire dismay I 

A group of hearts, as hard as steel, 
Play'd up a peddling, gadding reel ; 
And danc'd a wheel within a whcel^ 
Well pleasing to old Sam Ordeal ; 
They hump the shoulders, back, and face. 
While each pursues the highest place ; 
Like Samson's foxes in the chace, 
They scorch their bretltf en with disgrace- 

Like eagles on their prey they flew> 
When patronage their bUls renew ; 
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As large blue flies the mutton blew, 
The many sunk beneath the few. 
The wisdom coming from above, 
They neither fear, nor hope, nor love ; 
Driving, as formerly, they drove, 
While for the upper place they strove. 

They whisper, write, and pump, and plod, 
And peep, and wink, and frown, and nod, 
And mutilate the word of God, 
While smooth or soft, they ride rough shod : 
Pursumg hard for holy gold. 
They bow to mammon in the fold ; 
O let it not io Gatb be told, 
They lord And xaiJ^ revile and scold. 

A wheel within the wheeling games, 
Envelopes 4dl the fold ia flMies ; 
They'rie set on fire of hell, saith James, 
They publish crimes, and dates, and names r 
liivers of water drown our eyes,* 
While earthquakes burst out inward isighs^ 
For despots treasure in the skies, 
Their neighbor's sobs, stnd groans, and cries. 

To slander through revenge, is equally as^anm-^ 
ing as though we had done it of mere malignity* 
" Be patient towards all men ; see that none render 
evil unto any man,'' 1 Thess. v, 14, 15, is the 
apo^olic precept. Hear also the Jewish lawgiver — 
" Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge." 
Leu. xix. 18. Mark also the dissuasion of Solo- 
mon— " Say not thou I will recompense eyU." 
Prav. XX. 22. " Recompense to no man evil few 

» 

* Psalm cxix, 1S6. 
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cviL" Som. xii» 17. Stop the mouth and still the 
tongue upon the prospect of life and good days ; 
*^ Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing ; 
but, contrary wise, blessing: for he that will love life 
Si^d see good davs, let him refrain his tongue from 
evil.'* 1 Peter lii. 9, 10. Hear the woras of the 
Lord Jehovah, who is said by Paul, Mom* ix. 5, 
to be ** over all, God blessed for ever'^— " Ye havp 
heard, love thy neighbor^ and hate thine enemy; 
but I say unto you^ lave your enemies J^^ Matt, v* 
43, 44. As to the double distilled villainy of UQ- 
grateful slander, hear the voice of the wbe man — 
** Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not 
depart from his house*" Prov. xvii. 13. Finally, 
be ye all of one mind, having compassion one <^ 
another ; love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous* 
\ Peter 111. B* When, in the green years of youth, 
bow often is the bud, the ilowcTi and the fruit cut 
off by the two edged sHhe of church and state 
slander-! And this too, without a fair trial, and voy 
frequently against evidence, ji]rstlce, and mercy, 
and agmnst the conscience of the defamer. As 
" the wisdom which is from above is without par- 
tiality," James iii. 17, therefore^ it requires of us, 
before we pronounce guilty, that there be a legal 
and impartial examination, w})iich cannot be had 
without two or three sworn witnesses before the 
judiciary, confronted by the accused party, aU sides 
being cross examined without exparte testimony. 
Doth our law judge any man, (saith ISficodemus) 
before it hear him and know what be doeth ? John 
vii. 51. This word hear, and that word know^ 
have no relation to whispering and backbiting, 
which is neither hearing nor knowing morally or 
legally. One witness shall not rise up against a 
man for any iniquky, or for any sin ; at the ckouth 
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of three witnesses, slisiU the matter be establi^iedt 
Jbeut* xix. 15. Not, surely, he^say, cup, wine, 
or grog witnessing with a cackle. 

The testimony of two men is true. John viii. 17* 
If, then, it takes the testimony c^two men to make 
up the legal truths wh?it must we say of those who 
believe the cackling tale of one flirt of a girly old 
maidy sordid old many hating old bachelor ^ or, as St« 
Paul observes, m old wife^s fable ? In the mouth 
of two or three witnesses every word may be esta* 
blished. Matt, xviii. 16v A witness, according to 
that Samson in the law, Giles Jacob, ** is one 
that gives evidence in a cause ; an indifferent per- 
son to each partjr, sworn for speak the truth, the 
whole truth, and nc^hing but the truth; and if he 
will be a gainer or loser by the suit> he shall not be 
sworn as a witness." Surely the above definition 
df a witness differs as far from slandering hearsays 
^s hell from heavien. Whisperers mix among 
some Iruths a gross of lies and absurd stories for 
gain, not like " indifferent persons," as witnesses 
lihould be, but expecting either revenge, or to lose 
if they are silent in their backbiting; or, what is 
^ost common, to get well paid by tea, wine, mo- 
licy, bacon, &p. to oil the wheels of* the deviPs 
slandering charidt, i^ which they are driving like 
Jehu, to hell fire ! In the mouth of two or three 
witiiesses every word may be established 2 Cqr^ 
2tiii. 1. Not, certainly, pulpit slanderers of the op- 
posite sect, not of an Edomite against an Israelite^ 
nor an ambitious, envious Haman against an inde-, 
pendent Mdrdecai. He that despi^d Moses' hiW^ 
died without mercy under two or three witnesses, 
Heb. X. 28. He certainly does hot mean the devil's 
pedlers, of whom Moses speaks, Lev. xix. 16; 
aor that of those who, when you doubt thjir defa- 
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madons, immediately say^ a hdy told me, I had k 
from a gentleman, just as if by virtue of being of a 
jealous, suspicious mind and tongue, gave thera a 
right to be called a lady or a gentleman. What ? a 
slanderer a lady? a backbiter a gentlemiaii ? No, no ; 
they are rogues, maligners, murderers. As,- then, 
Moses, Jesus, Paul, Coke, Becaria, Montesquieu, 
and all the books, require two or three witnesses, 
what shall we think of the almost infinite diversifi* 
cations of malicious and inconsiderate slander, with 
the breasts of its partial votaries heaving up fiery 
lava, eyes up, nose sharpened, shoulders shrug- 
ging, praying Lord pity them, still pouring gall 
and wormwood ; but ^e tail of Satan^s slandermg 
daemon is most ruinous when it receives the pa- 
tronage of priests and Le vites. 

A slanderer may be, yea, they often have been, 
the cause of murder ; some by deliberate, volun^ 
tary malice prepense, others by casual killing 
without any desire to kill. 

In this, (killing) saith Jacobs^ Law Dictumartf^ 
die offender ought to be of the age of discretion^ 
and compos mentis. . Almost uncounted instances 
of killing have been produced and recorded m an- 
cient and modern history, scripture, and conversa- 
tion by slander, inconsiderately and maliciously. 

"By murder^ at this day, we understand the 
wiljiil andjelonious killing of any one whatsoever^ 
upon malice aforethought / so as the party wound- 
«i or hurt die within a year and a day after the 
fact. 3 inst. 53. H. P. C. 55. If one lays poison 
to kill a ^erson^ and another takes it and dies ; if a 
person stir up a dog accustomed to bite, knowing it 
io be suchy and it kills a person, these are muraer. 
It is malice makes the crime of murder^ which is 
dther express or implied; it is express when it 
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may be evidently proved diere was formerly some 
ill will^ and the killing is with a sedate mind^ and 
formed desigit: of doing it; and implied,' where 
one kills another suddenly, having nothing to de- 
fend himsel&^as going over a stile, or the like." — 
3 inst. 51. H. P. C. 47. Giles Jacobs^ Law Die- 

Here let us apply these principles to murdering 
idanderers, and they are found equally guilty. 1st, 
It is malice makes the crime of murder — Thus, 
then, it is no matter whetlier the murderer done it 
bypoison, steel, lead, or whispering, railing, reviling, 
detraction, or in any wise giving a mortal wound, 
** so as the party wounded or hurt, die within a 
year and a day after the fact,*^ it is niurder, saith 
Jacobs* Or if, 2dly, one lays poison to kill a person^ 
(and slander is poison) ana another takes it and 
diesy it is mttrdipr— Apply this to the raising an evil 
report of a man, far which another suffers death, 
and you are an assassin, if guilty. Or, 3dly, if a 
person stir up a dog^ (and what dog is so bad as a 
slanderer?) accustomed to bite^ knowing it to be 
suchj and it kill a person, these are murder — As, 
therefore, it is malice makes the crime ofn%urder, 
and slanderers, of consequence, by malice afore- 
thought, being guilty thereof, the legislature would 
do well to define it by statute, leaving it to the jury 
to find the culprit guilty under such statutes, and 
the courts to explain the law, without infringing 
the constitution. 

Slander, [^Ferlimedung^ Teutonic] b to scandal- 
iTic ; a reproach, scandal, backbiting, speaking evil 
of, railing at, detracting from, or traducing in any 
way. 

Slander — 1. A false accusation; 2. a forged 
Clime ; 3. a malicious slander or detraction ; a ca- 

O 
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vil, a quirk, a calumniator, a lit^ous plaintiff, a 
malicious interpreter. — Young'^s Latin Dictionary. 

Medisance, s. [French] slander, or slandering, 
obloquy, detraction, evil speaking, railing, reviling, 
vilifying, backbiting, traducing. — Bot/er^s French 
Dictionary. 

So that, according to tlie meaning of the Teuto- 
niCf the French^ and the English^ the word slander 
means any kind of evil speaking qfy or against ana-" 
ther^ as the ancient German has it, signifying to 
cause shame J or to slander. Which doctrine is 
further proved by lord JBacon^ who saith-— " It is 
no excuse at the bar of conscience, that the slan^ 
derous words spoken are true ; for malicious sim^ 
der is the relating of either truth or falsehood, fw 
the purpose of creating misery." JBacon^ vol. vi. p. 
201, He hereby admits that " slanderous words^^ 
may be true. 

Slander (saith Espinasse) is the defaming a man 
in his reputation, by speaking or writing words 
from whence any injury in ch^acter or property 
arises, or may arise, to him of whom the words are 
used. — Digest^ p. 496, ch. x. 

How plain, then, must it appear to any man of 
reading, that to slander is to relate truths, as well 
asfalsehoodsy to injure the reputation ! The word 
backbite^ according to A. Clarke, comes from two 
Greek words, against andlspeakt to spe<ik against/ 
so that to speak against a person is backbiting, and 
backbiting is called hating of God* Rom. i. SO, and 
excludes us from Ood's tabernacle and holy hilL 
Psalm XV. 1, 3. The slanderer, therefwe, belongs 
to the church or congregation of the malignants, as 
spears from Psalm xxvi. 5. ^' I have hated the 
congregation of evil doers ;" that is. to say, of the 
^'^^lignantst of slanderers^ or backbiters* 
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tSffandeTy in Greek, is the same as devils saith 
Buck: Such men and women make up in David, 
then, the church of the malignant s* 

Slanderers are the worst of all murderers, inas- 
much as they act under so many more hypocriti- 
cal pretexts than other assassins, and have more 
accomplices and accessories* " The glory x)f God, 
the public good, to save the innocent, to do jus- 
tice, to reform and punish the wicked, and for self 
defence," are their lying, hypocritical excuses for 
dJggi'^g up evil with slandering pickaxes, scatter- 
ing firebrands with their burning, fiery lips, and 
t>lack ratsbane out pf their sepulchral, mortifying 
pens. The words of the wicked are to lie in wait 
for blood. Prov. xii. 6. With such testimonies 
before us, let the public justice of the states, 
"awake in thunder, and with one avenging blow, 
crush the dire authors cf its country's woe." And 
they lay wait for their own blood ; they lurk privily 
for their own lives. Profv. i. 18 ; the britches of 
their slandesing guns often burst, fly out, and kill 
the whisperer, as was the case of Haman. As thou 
didst rejoice at the inheritance of the house of 
Israel, because it was desolate, so will I do unto 
thee : Thou shalt be desolate, O mount Si^, and 
dl Idumea, even all of it. Ezek. xxxv. 15 ; which 
is the general, the universal,, the just, the providen- 
tial principle of Obadiali^— As thou hast done, it 
shall be done unto thee : thy reward shall return 
upon thine own head, verse 15. For with the 
same measure that ye mete withal, it shall be 
measured to you again, Luke vi. 31, slander for 
slander, A wicked (slandering) messenger falleth 
into mischief, Prav. xiii. 17 ; he falleth into in- 
gratitude, lies, bribery, into wounds, bruises, cor- 
ruption, retaliation, death, and damnation ; this is 
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the portion of the devil's pedler and postrider, he 
or she shall be well paid„ eternally p^id, f(^ break- 
ing up confidence, dissolving marriages, for white 
eyed, long prayers, such as L-o-r-d, oh h-o-w 
8*o-r-r-y I am that they will do so, and at the^ame 
instant slandering, like thunder and UghUiing, 
grunting and groamng, lamentiiig Pm grieved they 
are so bad hurt, yet smiling, stabbing, blowings 
grinning^ biting, barking, and supplanting, whis* 
perin^p, whiffling, peeping, ^nning, racking, law- 
ing, jawing, and clawing in double distilled, sati^ 
ricsJ, back biting delight, withthenose often stidLiog 
out like the bowsprit of a leaky old schooner, their 
teeth open and shup as a rat trap, their lips ready 
sharpened and screwed up as a vice, their £ices like 
ketde drums, the <levWs kettle drums, with voices 
as the whizsing -gc^ipc or kuigr^;e, b^ng rocket^ 
eyes snappii^, -eyebrows lowering, while a volca- 
nic eruption of desolating calumny gu^s out of 
their mouths, saUtering firebrands, arrovra, and 
deadi* 

It b a manifest sign of badness and injustice to 
be i^eady to believe evil of our neighbour. The 
simple^ (saitfa Solomon) believeth every word. 
Frcv. xiv. 15. The simple inherit folly. Prav^ 
xiv. 18. They are fools foe believing evil — yea, 
they are always ready, to believe the smallest sign 
OTj^ag hung out from the devU's signal book^ such 
as a long wink, with the one eye closed up like a 
screw, under which ten thousand fiends hold a pan- 
demonium for ten or twelve minutes, while the 
simple are taking aim with their slandering guns 
to ^' shoot in secret (as saitK David) at the per- 
fect," A naughty person, a wicked man, watketfa 
wkh a froward mouth ; he winketh with his eyes, 
he speakelh willi his feet, he teacbeth with hi$ fin- 
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gers ; be d^viseth tnisdhief continually ; he sow^ 
dmcord. Prov. vi. 1% 13, 14. Winking back- 
biters are sowing discord throughout the church, 
state, and bar, over cups, glasses, and plates — He 
that winketh with his eyes causeth sorrow. Prav^ 
X. 10 ; let winkers mark this. What an abomina^ 
ble reaping do we see, have we heard of, and shall 
we see from history, experience, and the final 
judgment from such sowing ! It is worthy of re- 
mark, that there are some winking families, they 
are the old Apollyon's sharp shooters with a proud 
look ^d lying tongue, that shed by whispers in- 
nocent blood, an heart that deviseth wicked ima* 
ginations, feet, that be swift in running to mis- 
chief between friends, sowing discord among bre- 
thren in the flesh and in the Lc»'d. Praiu vi. 16 to 
19. Why doth thine heart carry thee away ? And 
what doth thine eyes wink^ at ? Job xv. 12. Nei- 
Aer let them wink witli the eye that hate me. 
Psalm XXXV. 19. Yoo see it is a proof of hatred 
thus to wink, plodding mischief. Yea, saith Da- 
vid, they opened their mouth wide against me, and 
said, Aha, aha, our eye hath seen it. verse 21. Let 
them be desolate ioc a reward of their shame that 
say uhtome aha, aha. Psalm xl. 15; so that de* 
aoiatibn is to be the reward of shamers^ or, which 
id the same, slanderers. To excite j>flfow.sy against 
a man or woman is to design their death, is mur^ 
der of maltee prepense : For, saith Solomon, jealou-^ 
sy is the rage of a man : tterefbre, he will not spare 
in the day of vengeance. Prov. vi. 35. He wilt 
not accept^ saith the marginal Hebrew, the face of 
any ransom. It is sport to a fool to do mischief* 
Prm. X. 23. How fifar^, then, how tan any one 
justtftf their slanders because they are true, when 

the narrating of an adulterous truth intends aned 
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produees mufdaf, of rnaUcie aforc&eught ? V^ 
the telling of the truth is often murder^ trcascHy 
felmy ; it noKdces man and wife kill others, and kiU 
each other ; m^es them kill the seducer and the 
aeduced ; it was treaaon in Arnold to tell the truth, 
and felony when we lose as much by a slandering 
tale as a horse is worth ; and» th^efore, ought to 
be punished under the same rules and statutes as 
other murderers and felons are by the laws of ho^* 
micidef arson, burglary, ftid felcwy, which cannot 
be accomplished by a jury without ^iiedal^ penid 
statute* To consent unto slao^r is stesding^-— 
When thou sawest a thief (of reputation) then thcttt 
consentedst with him. Pmtm L 18* Consented 
to rob husbands imd wires» friends and fflfteetheart^ 
of each other ! 

He that seeketh misdiief, it shall cc^ne unto him. 
Frav. xl 27. i'Wm vii« 15, 16, and Ivii. 6. The 
Droward tongue shsdl be cut qut^ Frm. x. 31. The 
Gentcxw cut out the slsuiderer's toiiigue. Would 
it not be'^just for the law to adjodge the devil's 
letter vmlers to have their hands cut off? More 
eapecialty when, as Solomon sakh. An hypocrite^ 
"with his mouth, destroyeth his neighbour. Pnnpr^ 
zi. 9, and verse 11, Tlie city is overdurown by the 
mouth of the wick^« Why, then, do not all men 
rise up against and forsake ^mder» iwtead of ^kK 
iog as Paul saith of gadding widows^ And' widial 
they loum to be idle, wanderii^ about &Qm house 
k> house ; and not idle only, but ia^era abo^ and 
busy bodies, spesdiing things whkh. they oughb 
Bot. 1 Tim* V. 13« There are some which ws^ 
among you disorderly^ workii^ not at all, butare^ 
busy bodies. 2 Tfmss, iii% 11; a bu&y body in 
other men's matters* 1 Feter iv. 15. What abom>- 
inable villainies w^ <^Sscted even in the vary 
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of the sanotusoy^ by preachers lending ears, feet^ 
tongues, and hands to those gadders, adders, idlers-, 
wandevers, wadlers, tattlers, and busy bodies! 
How much better would it be to do as Paul hath 
d(»ie, lamely, to warn our young Timothy 'sagainst 
such eacklers and mischief makers f A talebearer 
is without or hath lost the faith. A talebearer re^ 
vealeth secrets ; but lie that is of a faithful spirit 
ccmcealefh the matter. Frov. xi. 13. .Here is one 
scriptural mark of a faiftiful spirit-^--it concealeth 
the m^ter. How did it come about to be right, 
then^ fot one to tell with a pinched up faee, a 
wrinkled npse^ and lowering forehead, that such a 
one got drunk, another to bawl out they had a fight^ 
or played some terrible trick, whilst a^ third tale 
produces killing between chief friends, mak^ 
ii^, at the same kistant, a smile, a stab) a hy* 
pocritical prayor, with eyes up to heaven and heart 
down to hell, within the zenith of dissimulaticm and 
the nadir of murder, crymg out " Lord ! Lord J 
Lord pity them^ him, or her," like a nian choking 
another with a running noose, secreted by trapish^ 
ness, and praying for them, pitying them^ blaming 
^Bd choking them! O how well they love them 
wlule they let loose the deviPs threshing null upc^ 
^m. 'Tis a «ia|iifestation of a want of uiideiK« 
standing to speak ill of our jneig^bour, and an eyi-^ 
dence of the highest wisdom, upon the other hand) 
to hold our peace, as appears from the fellowtf^ 
ScriptuK: He that is mid o/ttrisdom^ despised 
Ids neig^dxhur : but a man oftrnderstanding^kietfi 
ids peace. Prov. xi* 12* Will you dare, then, to 
stand up for a gentleman, a lady^ or a Christian, 1^ 
virtue of cackling, whispiering, and evil speakings 
when the wise man declares you vmd of wisdom 
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quies f ^* The words of his mouth were smoother 
than butter, but war was in his heart ; his words 
were softer than oil, yet were they drawn swords.^ 
Psalm Iv. 21. Yes, there is a destructive cur- 
rent of this kind of butter and oil, in political, re- 
ligious, and conjugal courtships, with serpentine 
whispers, bending, leaning, looking soft, and sigh- 
ing affectedly, turning up and down the eyes^ as if 
they were unniersed in tiic milk of roses ! 

It is a full evidence of our being liars, when we 
give heed to tales, whispers, detractions, cvU re- 
ports ' of others, backbitings, &c ; as is manifest 
from the Scripture which follows : A wicked doer 
givedi heed to false lips, and a liar giveth ear to a 
naughty tongue. JPrav. xvii. 4. Is it not a mor- 
tifying drawback upon receivers of stolen reputa- 
tions to be accosted with such vexatious taxes as 
fnoRgnittf and lying upon their heflish, politica}^ 
moral, wise, cautious, and very Christian joint 
fonds of malicious, innocent, necessary, question 
asking, pumping, hearings receivix^, publishing, 
purloining, murdering slanders? Especially as 
they have ^ined so much by holy whispers, de- 
viFs letters, and necessary divisions in the church, 
between man and wife ; have broke up ninety-nine 
Matches in a hundred, and put in the cdd serpent^s 
Best^g of defamation for his windy, cackling 
oluckjers to batch-^which leads us to consider a 
conversation betweoi two preachers of the saine 
sect : One <rf' the niinisters urged that we ought to 
be cautious of expelling a member, without bear- 
ing as long as possible ; to which observaUon the 
other subjoined — ^^Bot, brother, what would you 
do if a complau^ was laid in ? To which he re^ 
plied-— *^ Have them up fcnr laying in ;^' sggid thea 
wimediatdy ^aUed such diurdi wluqparing by tihe 
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opprobrious nai&e of laying in, and thatihe devft 
was the midwife. I join cordially with him, and 
shall now produce a few Scriptures in full proof of 
such laying in<---and first, let us hear the patient 
king Job; For the congregation (or church) of 
hypocrites shall I^ desolate, and fire shall consume 
the tabernacles of bribery ; (then, after bribery, 
comes the devil's layings in) they conceive mis- 
chief and bring forth vanity, {or iniquity, 'margin) 
and theu- belly preparetlf deceit. Job xv. 34, 35. 
They wink, plod, and bring forth slander. Here 
is a laying in with a witness. O how distressed 
they are ! How they grunt and groan, pray and 
weep, O sister f O brother ^ brother , it lays upon my 
mind, until out comes the slander, out comes the 
devil, or as it was said when Gad was born, a troop 
eometh. Behold, (saith David) he travaileth with 
iniquity, and h^ conceived mischief, and4>rought 
forth falsehood. Psalm vii. 14. He hath brought 
forth falsehood ; yes, as Paul saith of the Cretans), 
They are all liarsy evil beasts, slow belliesy Titus t* 
12 ; that \% gluttons. None calleth for justice^ 
(upon the slanderer) nor any pkadeth for truth ; 
they trust in vanity and speak lies ; they con- 
ceive mischief and hringlbrth iniquity ; they hatch 
cockatrice (or adders, margin) eggs, and weave the 
spider's web : he that eateth of their t^ dieth, 
and that which is crushed by (whispering and 
badcbiting liatching) breaketh out into a vipen 
Isaiah lix. 4, 5. When a flock of Lucifer's ped- 
lers and postriders in tattling, lay a nest full of 
slandering eggs, all bis clucking, cackling, gad- 
ding gossippers, from the preacher down tathe 
infant kitchen walloper, fly into the nest and hatch^ 
crush, and whisper, until, as the .text hath it, that 
which is crushed breaketh out into a viper. A fiery. 
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flying serpent, "a world of iniquity," setting on fire 
the whole course (^nature ! 

If slanderers were classed by statute law, as are 
other and smaller criminals, then justice, in such 
cases, would no longer be doubtful, but certain, 
distributive, and equalfy remmprative. As, for 
instance, in the crime of burglary^ which word is 
derived from the German burg and larran^ from 
the Latin htro / and, according to judge Hale's 
definition, burglary is a felony at common liw, in 
breaking, entering th'* mansion house of another in 
the night, with intent to commit felony within the 
same, whether the felonious intent be executed or 
not. — Hale^s Pleas, 79. By the same principle 
would a slanderer be justly deemed guilty of worse 
than burglary or house breaking, by breaking in 
upon the reputation, which is equal to five hun- 
dred mansion houses, with all their appurtenances. 
Haie saith '^ that an actual breaking is opening the 
casement or breaking the glass window, picking 
open the lock of a door." 1 H; H. 552. Without 
controversy there is no casement in this worid so 
valuable as the reputation, no glass window so ea- 
sily broken in as character, and no lock so danger- 
ous to pick as private and family secrets, ot the 
lock of true affectionate ^ promise of marriage, 
the breaking up of which ought to be punished 
with worse than that for burglary or house break- 
ing; and as this cannot bedone by -the common 
law, it certainly should be provided for by statute. 
** George Gibbons was indicted at the Old BuSey^ 
1752, for burglary (or house breaking) in the 
dwelling house of Jofm Atlen^ for cutting a hole in 
the window shutterof the prosecutor's shop, which 
was part of his dwelling house, and putting bis 
hand through the hole, took out watches and oth«r 
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tbuigs which httng m the shop within his reaeb; 
but no entry was proved, otherwise than by put- 
ting his hand through the hole. This was held to 
be burglary, and the prisoner was conTicted."— 
Jud^ Foster^ 107. Certainly, then, without it 
can oe made to appear that cutting a hole through 
shutters, taking out a few Watches and other things 
amounts to more loss and criminality than break- 
ing in upon and stealing the character, you cannot^ 
yea, we ought not to withhold our assent to a law, 
under which the slanderer would be subjected to 
at lea^ an equal penalty with the house cutter^ 
watchy and trqsh stealer^ Arson or burning houses^ 
" if done by mischance or negligence^ is no felony ^'^ 
3 inst. 67 ; but if done ^^ maUdously^ by night or 
by day^ v& felony at the common law,'^ if the house 
be tliat of another. 1 Hawkins^ 105. W hy not, 
then, equally punish the slanderer for maliciously 
setting a character onfre^ and burning it ? Mwe 
especially as he hath more accessories in the viU 
lainy, and his tongue sets on fire the whole course 
of nature^ being set on fire of hell ! 

^^ Fekmy is siipposed to be derived from the 
iSizxon word feUj which signifies to be fierce or 
cruel \ of which the y^rh fell signifies to throw 
down or demolish^ and the substantive of tliat name 
is used tp signify a mountain j rough anduncultiva- 
tedy or, more generally an offence at large ; and the 
Saxon word fallan^ signifies to ojfendf ^ndfuellnisse^ 
an offence oxfaUure^ — Starters Firg. Justice. 

In this sense it b LARCENY. This word 
comes from Zjatrocinium^ Latrociny^ and by con* 
traction — Larceny, 3 inst. 107 ; which is stealing 
and carrrying diVf^y feloniously with evil intention. 

<< Grand larceny is a felonious and fraudulent 
taking and carrying away^ by any person, of the 
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tnere personal goods d another, always accoiupa- 
nied with an evU intention^ and therefore shall not 
be imputed to a mere mistake."—*-! Sbwkinsj 65, 
88. You will undoubtedly pronounce, that nofelU 
er^ tkrcnver dawnj stealer, or carrier away, of evil 
intention^ is the one hundredth part as great zjeller$ 
thrtnver downy or demolisher as thcJeUer, thrower 
dawn, and demolisher of reputation, resulting in the 
most direful damnation — who, therefore, ought to 
be brought under OtitJuU force and pumshment of 
the statute oSfrlony, when hb or her slanders shall 
have produced, *^ qf evil intention,'^ as much dam- 
age as the worth of a common horse ; and certainly, 
without controversy, it requires but a small tiimA*, 
whispers, or nod from a pealer or trader of hb Iju- 
ciferian majesty, to produce as much foUmy and 
r^ injury as horse stealing* 

** Homicide, (or killing) to make \t justifiable, it 
fmist be owing to some unavoidable necessity, to 
which the person who kills another must be redu- 
ced, without any manner oifoult in himsey?^ — 1 
Hawkins, 69. 

<^ And there must be no malice cc^ured uikkr 
pretence of necessity ; for wherever a person^ who 
kiHs another, acts in truth upon malice, and takes 
occasion, from the appearance of necessity, to exe- 
cute hb own private revenge, he b guilty of mur^ 
der. — ibid. 

Malice being almost always coloured under the 
appearance of necessity by slanderers, ought also 
to be met by the appearance of necessary statute 
lawy under which the church of the maKgnants 
could not colour malice by an hypocritical neces- 
sity.^ And thb is the more necessary at this time, 
for, in thee are men that carry tales to shed blood* 
(or men o£ slanders, margin) JEzek^ xxii. 9. So that 
tales Tot slander^ mExekiel. Mark that ! f ! 
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Indictment for high treason, against the Lord 
otir righteousness* 
Commonwealth of Israely to tint: 

The jurors for the commonwealth of church and 
s^te> upon their oath, present — That long before 
and until the first year of our Lord, there was 
open War between tht seed of the woman and 
Abaddon, or the angel of the bottomless pit, and 
Aat the said war continues until this first of Janu- 
ary, 1817, and th^t for all the time aforesaid, the 
said Abaddori and his slanderous subjects were, 
and at present are, enemies of peace, meekness, 
and gentleness ; and that during all the time of the 
war, aforesaid, between the church of God and the 
said angel of the bottomless pit, late of the parish 
of defamation, in the county of a world of iniquity ^ 
a host of men, women, boys, and girls, of differ- 
fent occupations, operations, trades, countries, lan- 
guages, compl€3tions, mariners, customs, profes- 
sions, religions, &c, professing themselves to be 
subjects of well regulated govej^nments and reli- 
gions, yet being traitors and rebels against the said 
commonwealth of universal charity, not havini 
the fear of God before their eyes, but being movec 
and seduced by the instigation of the devil, and al- 
together withdrawing that true and due obedience 
and cordial love; which every faithful subject and 
citizen of the said commonwealth toward the same 
should, and by right, and by the law of love ought 
to have and bear, and the said war, with all their 
slandering strength, and as much as in them lay 
aguinst the said commonwealth of loving friends 
and foes, designing and intending to prosecute and 
assist, at all favorable opportunities, in every place, 
with force of tongues and slanderous pens,»falsely, 
maliciously, wickedly, and traitorously were adhe* 
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rent to the aforesaid enemies of the «aid common- 
wealth, of Christian union, love, silence, forgive- 
ness, and oblivion upon the past, within the same, 
to wit, at the horns of the altar, at the communion 
table, in private council, and public conversation ; 
in the temple of justice, and the ark of state ; over 
cups, glasses and plates ; in houses, ve^sek, and 
street ron beds^ couches, and chairs ; in coaches, 
chaises, park phaetons, whims, gigs, carts, and 
upon horseback; in the places, aforesaid, mali- 
ciously and traitorously giving to them, the said 
enemies of the said commonwealth, backbiting, 
detracting, whispering, letter libelling, nodding, 
winking, laughing, sbruggirfg/ peeping, punning, 
grunting, groaning, controversial preachings we^ 
ing, bribing, and circulating aid and comfort 4n 
the said commonwealth of the state and churx^h, to 
wit, at the cbtu'ch .aforesaid, the bar, the pulpit, the 
press, the tea, coffee, wine, and grog table, sdso in 
private conclaves of priests and Le vites, by ptm)s 
€^ *^ theoretical vengeance" against other rdUgious 
societies, by receiving traitorous, sly, interesting, 
partial communications, by solemn mumtneries, 
the offspring of rebellious enmity, and productive 
of confusion, and the aggrandizement of the rich 
and influential ; and furthermore, by a strife in the 
churdi who shall be greatest in the places afore- 
said, and that in execution and performance of be- 
ing so traitorously adherent to the said enemies of 
the said commonwealth, within the same civil and 
Christian bodies, as aforesaid ; they, the said slan- 
dering maligners, at the said every favorable place 
and time, within the said commonwealths of state 
and church, to wit, at church, bar, statehouse, by 
preaching, pleading, plodding, and writing, as also 
over hot cup slander, walking, standingi riding. 
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and sitting, in the commonwealths aforesaid, mali- 
ciously and traitorously were in arms against the 
said commonwealth, with divers other backbiting 
rebels and whispering traitors, and did 4hen and 
there shoot oiF and discharge ten thousand slander- 
ing guns, one of which was called truth, very slyly, 
then and there charged with murdering, lying, ma- 
licious, and inconsiderate defamations upon and 
against every person, especially all those who were 
not conducive to their fancy, interest, or pleasure, 
not excepting even their superiors or equals in other 
churches or their own communities, and men too 
raised up as trained militia, volunteers, and regulars, 
located^ ami itinerant, under the command of the 
generals, colonels, lieutenant colonels, majors, cap- 
tains, subalterns, &c. assembled under due autho- 
rity from the Holy Ghost, for the purpose of sub- 
duing them, the said lonls over God's heritage, 
and the other altarscraping, covetous, cringinff, 
whining, whispering, sly bribing, and being bribed, 
secret letter ivriting, winking, cackling, grunting, 
groaning, pinching, high eyed frowning, tossing 
nosed, pale lip'd, angle ^ed, sharp tongued, stiff 
looking, calf eyed Waters, and other slandering re- 
bels and traitors associated with them as aforesaid, 
they, the said deviPs pedlers and traders, thereby 
traitorously and boisterously endeavouring to sub- 
vert and destroy the independence of the said com- 
monwealth of Christian silence, love, forgiveness, 
and forbearance, and the present constitution and 
government thereof, aiid to restore the power, au- 
thority, jurisdiction, and domination of the said 
slandering ApoUyoir, the old serpent, and his host 
of public aiKl private, male and female, bond and 
free, old and young, pulpit and press, cup and 
wine, whining and groaning, peeping and winking 
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backbiters^ against the dixty of the allegutnce of 
them^ the said ministers of the sanctuary and its 
faithfbl members, to the evU example of ail others 
in the like cases offending ; against the fonn <^ 
sound worda contained in the royal law of the gen- 
eral assembly of the Pentateuch, the Psalms, the 
prophets, the Lord's Gospels, and the epistles, in 
such cases made and provided, and against the 
peace and dignity of the said commonwealth of 
the Israel of God and these United States ! 

" Every o&nce immediately affecting the pre- 
rogative or dignity" of a government, consequent- 
ly of God, is, in some degree, a breach of our al- 
legiance to it and to him — such as judging our 
brother by rules founded upon injustice, not war- 
ranted by, but protested against in the Scriptures. 
Fsalm \. 18, 19, 20. 

*^ Treason, proditxo^ in its very fuinie (which 19 
borrowed from the French) imports a betraying, 
treachery, or breach of feith. For treason is a geti- 
ral appellation made use of by the law to denote 
not only offences against the government, but also 
that accumulation of guilt which arises \^enever a 
superior reposes a confidence in a subject xx infe^ 
rior, between whom and himself there subsists a 
natural) a civil, or even a spiritual reIation,.and the 
inferior so abuses that confidence as to forget his, 
obligations/' — 4th BtacksUme^ IS. 

•* If a man be adherent to the enemies of bis 
country, or by surrendering a fortress, or the like. 
By enemies are understood the subjects of foreign 
powers.'^ 

If a man counterfeit tlie king of heaven's privy 
seal, or God's current coin, that is tb say, Ids 
word of truth, or bring in ifalse money into the 
church, not only by importing ^e devil's ooin^ 
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that is, ^aiicter and false rules ef judgment, but by 
uttering or- circulating it in the church, this is trea- 
SOB ; as though in the United States we had done 
the like against the law of the land. 

Let ijs app^y these principles to the preceding 
kidictmentr 1st. Unlawfully judging, while we 
have a beam (or splinter) in our own eye, thus act- 
ing as one culprit trying another, Matt. vii. 1, 2, 
5; that is, a beam slander er Judgifig a mote drunks 
ard ! ! ! 2dly. Ajbreach of faith. Whenever, in 
church gavernraenl^ we shew respect toperscwis, 
athing very common say you, by having the faith 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, inclining^us to know any 
persipnr after the flesh on account of church favc^s 
or blocKi, we are guilty of treason^ James *\u 1,.9. 
Look at what we do^ to poor Cush. 3dly.* If we 
arc adherent to the enemies of God, such as whis- 
perer^, backbiters, talebearers, maligners, &c. we 
are guilty of treason. Mom* i. 30. 4thly. When 
we surrender the fiartress of justice, which admits 
of no hearsay evidence from bishop, presbyter, el- 
der, levite, or Tiny other devil's pedler ; or of mer- 
^^ which rejoices over justice, attending to the 
spirit and habit of evil speaking, we are justly 
charged with treason. Matt. Xviii. 15 td 35. Sthly. 
When we counterfeit the current coin of charity, 
(by religious conclaves) which rejoices in hope of 
a fallen brother's recovery, where our faith in him 
is lost, we act treasonably. Jfifo^. xxii. 19, I Cor. 
xiii. 7. Mark this, my Lord Pope Diotrephes. 
6thly. Or if we import the false com of partiality, 
or lording, by religious struts^ over God's heritage^ 
by bemg the first to introduce a public church 
censure, Rom. u 30, without first striving pri- 
vately to reclaim a brother ; or if we permit the 
devil^s pedters to pay us so well by buttering both 
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Bides of our bread, as to produce upon us, ludas 
like, a moi\ey, meat, drink, hoiiorable or ambitious 
result, we are then not cash proof, tatd are but a 
few steps from the highest treason. 1 Feter v. 2,, 
3., But 7thly. When we shall have the wicked* 
ness to be n^en dealers, or, which is as bad, to be 
accessories to man stealing, tktt i^ to say, to be . 
led by the nose by sly, slai^ring grunters, ^^pan* 
ers, whisperers, and revUing weepers^ or make their 
houses our prejudging hotels^ with sHver, cbinay 
cut g1ass» fine carpets, nice beds, sweet meats> 
smooth words, shining tables^ 4ielect companies^ 
polite introductions, agreeable parties, sweediearts^ 
and backbiting bills of (sx^^JDeath i^ in ^ pot. 

Indictment for slandering a man into despera-* 
tion, and provoking him to hang his fitend and 
himself. 
JLondotij to wit .• ' , ^ 

The jurors for the kingdom of G«eM Britain^ 
upon their oath, present-^That Tom Talkative 
and Goose^ Gabble, late of the parish of company 
cackle, in the county of Talebesoring, idlers s who* 
are not yet taken, (preachers, churqlus, and legis- 
latures not having dcHie th^ir duty) not having the 
fear of God before their eyes, bujt being moved and 
seduced i:>y the instigation, of the devil, on the 25th 
day of December, 1 790, with force of tongues set 
on fire of hell at the parish aforesaid, in the county 
aforesaid, in and upon one A. M. a sincere louer 
in the peace of God, and of the said kii>gdom, 
then and there being, feloniously, wilfully, and of 
their malice aforethought, did mske an assault; 
and they, the said Tom Talkative and Goose Gab- 
ble^ with both the tongues of them, the said TaUt« 
ative aad Gabble^ the sai^ A* M» sinceie loyer^ ia 
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ati^ ttpoa the family, character, and religion, (as* 
two assassins would do upon the head, back, fiice^ 
stomach, sides, and breast) of him^ the said sincere 
lover, then and there wilfully, and of their nialice 
afctfethought, did wound and bruise, by tongues 
and pens, secrcdy giving to the said sincere lover 
by the slanderous beating and wounding of him, 
the said sincere lover, as aforesaid, several mortal 
wounds and calumniating bruises ; and also that 
the said Tom Talkative and Goose Gabble drove, 
by their malicious invectives, the said sincere lover, 
into such disappointment, grief, and desperation, 
that sinking at last under a heavy load of vexation 
and ttidancholy, he, the said true lover, kilted his 
beloved and th«> dispatched himself; and thus 
they, the sakl Talkative and Gabble, by slandering 
the said sincere lover, did then and there felonious* 
ly, wUfiiUy, and of their malice aforethought, did 
tie and make fast the said beloved Mary Ann, with 
the cGFd aft»esaid, unto a branch of the length of 
six feet, and of the thickness of four inches, and of 
the height often feet, of a certain weeping willow 
then and there growing, feloniously and wilfully, 
md of their malice aforethought, did tie, make fast^ 
suspend and hang, at the i^ight of two feet above 
the «rth ; and the said innocent, dove- like Mary 
Ann, by the suspension and hanging then and 
there feloniously, wilfully, and of their malice 
aforethought, by the e&ct of whispering, didstrs^i- 
gle and suffocate, and the neck of her and him, the 
said Mary innocent and sincere lover, did break 
and dislocate, of which bruises, strangling, and 
breaking of the the necks of them, the said true lo- 
ver wd Mary innocent, they, the said true lovers, 
then and theie instantly died. And so the jurors 
wkmmA^ upon their oathaforesend, do say that the 
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« 

sftid Tom Talkative and Goose Gabble, the s^ 
innocent lovers, in manner pnd form aforesaid, felo- 
niously, wilfully, and of their malice aforethought, 
did kill and murder against the peace ami di^Uy 
of the aforesaid kingdom of Great Britain, and 
against the peace and dignity of the Lord our 
righteousness, his crown and kingdom^ 

" The cause of a cause is the cause.of itj^^ffects." 
As, for instance, to throw a shovel full of hot bum- 
ing co^s upon a heap of any exploding or fulmi- 
nating substance, as a magazine of powder, mixed 
with destructive engines of war, makes us justly, 
chargeable with the consequences of the explosion, 
whatever they inay be. 

Man, in his corrupt composition, contains a ho- 
rific mass of combustibles^ such as envy, -hatred, 
revenge, hy pochondriac^ melancholy madness, &c i 
whenever, therefore, the tongue which is set on 
fire of hell is let loose, its destructive power is siich 
that, like a match, although it cannot load, yet it 
discharges the combustibk materials of which en» 
vy, hatred, love, and revenge are composed, ^nd 
upon whomsoever it may drop, it is as destructive 
in general as an earthquake tearing a country, un- 
less we are much upon our guard, wliich oftei;) \ve 
cannot be. If it fall upon the great they may out- 
ride the storm, and ruin their maligners who, in tak- 
ing revenge, give themselves up to a habit of malev- 
olence, lay a foundation for another injury, and trea- 
sure up wrath against the day of wrath for assUm^ 
ing the prerogative of God ;* but kt this calumny 
descend like the vertical lightning upon the head of 
a poor, friendless stranger^ or orphan, or, as our 
indictment implies, a man whose disappcHntment 
of his love is to him as the shadow of death, he now 
has lost his almost possessed delight, ,but, liif.^ a 
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tttaf^ ttriio htf$, CMT'iitlagines he has, fost his last vo« 
iition to buffet the waves, after having long strug* 
gled against the gaping singe, he instantly medi* 
tates the damnable de^, and first, through disap^ 
pomted^ mad love, envy, and ambition, he blights 
the former fiower of his joy s, and then kills himself 
through wild chaotic pity^ malicious insanity, and 
etert^d revenge ! Whose fault ? No doubt that of 
the malicious slanderer. Great God ! what will 
not men do when driven on by the fierce passions 
of disappointment and despair? The cunning 
supi^nter may repent : but what can weeping do ? 
Can it restore ruined confidence^ innocence, and 
happiness ? No. Can it raise the dead, or redeem 
the souls which it has damned) back again to saiva.- 
tion ? No, tio, no ! ! 

Indictmeirt for murder, by tongue lasluiig a 
stranger. 
MaryUmiy to wit : 

The jurors lor the commonwealth of Maryland, 
upon their oath, pi«ent — That Peep Chatter and 
Tea cups, of the c6unty of Still cap, Lucifer's ped- 
lersi not having the fear of God before their eyes, 
but being moved and seduced by the mstigation of 
the devil, on the 17th of March, in the year of our 
Lord 1788, with tongue lashing force and backbit-^* 
ing arms, in the county aforesaid, in and upon one 
patriotic stranger and fordgner in the peace of God, 
and of the said commonwealth, then and there be- 
ing, did make an ill-natured, sly, oral, and written 
assault f artd that the said Peep Chatter and Tea 
cups <^^(|p9 with a certain axe called ** put the in- 
nocent wfon their guard,*' and punish the wicked 
under pretence of glorifying God and producing 
public good, which axe they^ the said Peep Chat- 
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ter. Poll Kot, San Slander, and Tea Topnot, in all 
their slandering niight, with hands, hearts, ai^eyes 
hypocritically lifted up to heaven, groaning, grunt- 
ing, jiraying, weeping, and pitying the poor stran- 
ger for whom they were mixing up the poison oi 
asps, in the presence of two white eyed, stiff look- 
ing preachers now and then smiling and throwing 
up their eyes like dying calves, in and out of the 
pulpit, which slandering axe, I say they, the said 
suspicious, jealous, riy, cunning, railing and revil- 
ing babblers, then and there held, in and upon the 
he;id of him, the said stranger, by raising up ene- 
mies; they, the said devil V pedlers, whining, 
weeping, peeping, and, like foxes, creeping, did 
then and there feloniously, wilfully, and of their 
malice aforethought, privately and slar^erously 
strike and wound the reputation, giving to him, 
the said patriotic stranger of nice sensibility, ten 
thousand mortal, scandalous wounds and blows, se- 
cretly and publicly timed and placed through envy, 
covetousness, pride, infidelity, and religious ambi- 
tion, some of which were inflicted at the pulpit, of 
which said mortal wounds and blows be, ^e said 
innocent, patriotic stranger ahd foreigner, slowly, 
politically, religiously, naturally, and eternally died. 
And so the jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths, afore- 
maidj do say that the said sly, civil, and religious 
badibiters, the aforesaid stranger, in manner and 
form Hforesaid, feloniously, wilfully, and of their 
malice aforetliought, did kill and murder, against 
the peace and dignity of the commonwealth of 
Maryland. . • 

^^ Lastly, (saith Blackstone) the killing must be 
eommttted witb malice af^ethought to make it the 
crime of murder. And this is malice prepense, 
not so properly spite or malevQlence to tte deccas- 
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ed in particuldr» as any evil design in gmeral, the 
dictate of a wicked^ depraved, and malignant heart ; 
and it may be either express or implied in law. Ex- 
jH^ess malice is when one with a sedate, deliberate 
muid and formed design doth kill another, which 
formed design is evidenced by external circuin. 
stances discovering that inward intention, as lyitij 
in wait) antecedent mienaces, former grudges, an< 
concerted schemes to do him some bodily harm* 
Also, if even upon a sudden provocation, one beats 
another in a cruel and unusual manner, so that he 
dies, though he did not intend his death, yet he is 
guilty of murder by express malice ; that is, by an 
express^ evil design, the genuine sense of malitia.^^ 
4^ Blackstone^ \9^y \99. 

, Consequently, by the application of these two 
principles of express and implied malice to tte 
slandering murderer; he is equally an assassin. 
He intends, he designs, he compasses the deaths 
he lies in wait to slay with the tongue ; he or she, 
and both poison the public miiKl and the minds of 
the members of the church ; he or she by their 
tongues, form ambushes, make, load, and sharpen 
guns, poinards, baycmets, knives, and razors; 
shoot, stab, wound, and kill by creating reports and 
jealousies, publicly and privately, by accusing 
strangers of treasons, felonies, insurrections, anA^ 
other high crimes and misdemeanors. He that 
hateth hu brother is a murderer. 1 John iii. 15* 

" And it is no excuse at the bar of conscience" 
to say I only said this or thus, upon a sudden pro. 
vocation, for this is (saith Blackstone) " murder 
by express malice, that is, by an express evil de- 
sign, tli^ genuine sense of mc^litia.^^ Ildrse stealing 
is virtue and honesty compared with it. 
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Why then do iiotle^slatiii^simpri^on ai^ ha^ 
the slanaering murderer as well as olher assassins, 
it being ihe same principle f as it is immaterial to 
poor, feeble strangers, whether they are killed by 
th^ sJow jaw'd maligner or the sharp shooter, oiilf 
that the former is most malignant and destructive / 

Indictment for passii^fd^d Gospel notes. 
fetmsifhaniaytewit:^ 

Xhe jurors for the commoawealth of Permsylva'^ 
nia, upon their oath, piesei^-<>-That Bill Bribeall, 
and Sacerdotal Being bribed, late of the parish of 
religious swindling, in the county of Gospel gos- 
sipping, church brokers, unlawfully and unjustly 
contriving and intending one poor, moneyless, 
alighted orphan to aggrieve and impoverish m ct^- 
racter, on the SOth day of July, iu the year of our 
Loord 1815, and with force and arms ol a bought 
group of ptettermOngerii^ whisperers, ccmvenient- 
ly brought over by me^s, drinks, cMhes, compti- 
ments, honors, favors, &c. ^ the.parish of xeligfous 
swindling and county of Go^l gossapping sdbre- 
said, of the wicked mind, xfitenti<»i, and imagina- 
tion of them the said chur<ch brokers, one certain 
forged and counterfeit Gospel receipt^ pardy print- 
ed, partly written on paper, psotly signified fa^ signs^ 
HKUch as tossing up the head, sss<^tting by a wild 
duck nod, a shrug of reserved at^orrence, a toss 
of the nose, a frown of the eyet^rows, a grimmace, 
a groan, a high look of justice, all purporting to be 
true receipts, subscribed by patnarchs and pro- 
phets, Jesus Christ and the apostles, to wit : C. & 
J. th<?y , the said T. C. ami J. J. being inspectors of 
church government (as inspec^»B of tobacco are 
upon JamesVriver> in the house of God, mciendy 
pa the river of Gospel discifdipe^ all the time of 
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thek inercHUl and just mintstiy, that is t^ saj^, the 
said €^iut>h notes of the first fruits of the spirit 
having the following marks, to wit: Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself, heo. xix. 18. All 
things whatsoever ye would that men should do 
\mto you, do ye eyen so unto them. Matt. vii. 12. 
Love worketh no ill to his neighboui*. Rom. xiii. 
10. If thy brother trespass, tell biiri of his fault 
between thee and htm alone. Matt, xviii. 15. If 
Ay brother trespass seven times a day, and repent, 
thou shalt forgive him. Luke xvii. 4. If any be 
overtaken in a fault, ye who are spiritual, restore 
such a one in the spirit of meekness, considering 
thyself, lest thou ^so be tempted. Gal. vi. 1. I 
charge thee before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the elect angefs, that thou observe these things 
witho&t prefering one (or without prejudice, mar- 
gin) before anodier, do nothing by partiality. 1 
Tim* Vi 21. And also having the following num- 
bers, to wit : Charity suffereth long and is kind ; 
chai^ity envicth not ; charity vaunteth not itself, (or 
is not rash, margin) is not puffed up, is iiot pro- 
voked ; seeketh not her own ; thinketh no evil ; 
beareth all things ; hopetb all things, where faith in 
a brother fails; endureth all tlnngs, even the faults 
of a Peter. And also having the following weights : 
Charity covereth a multitude of sins. 1 Peter iv. &. 
Love covereth all sins. Pruv. x. 12. He that lov- 
eth another hath fulfilled the law. Rom. xiii. 8. 
And being of the species of religion scripturally 
called fervent charity ^ (as we say, ^Weet scented 
kaf,) And the said forged and counterfeited re- 
cei{^ also purporting that the said management of 
church government was to be delivered by. them, 
tlie said prophets, Jesus, and apostles, to the said 
k)lt headed juggkr, lord over God's heritage, and 
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Mating btoker, for exportation fi-om one slandering 
conclave to another when demanded, feloniousljr 
did pass in payment to tte deepy , barking, greedy, 
partial, slandering shepherd, the sly lord over God's 
heritage, the said devil's pedler, on the said 13th 
day cf July, in the year aforesaid, at the parish 
aforesaid, in the county aforesaid, and especially at 
the times and places of so passing the said coun- 
terfeit receipts erf hearsay evidence, by sly letters, 
whispers, shrugs, groans, hypocritiad tears, addit^ 
aggravated and enviow motives^ emulations, &c. 
in payment of Go^l discipline to the said organi- 
zed church of God^ knowing the same to have been 
forged and counterfeited, from their own sensibility 
of not being willii^ to have the like villainies prac- 
tised upon themselves, to-&e evil example of all 
others in like cases, offsndmg against the law of 
love and form of sound doctrine, as contained in 
the Old and New Testaments, in such case made 
smd provided, against the p^ce and dignity of the 
eommonweakh of Israel, and these United States. 
When ministers of tl^ aanctutfy ktve been 
brought up honestly and politely in dieir Other's 
houses, before their induction into the priei^y of- 
fice, what a blessing is it to the (x»igregations 
among whom they labor ! And when superadded 
thereunto they have had a rel^ious education^ like 
Timothy, whose grandmother Lois, and w^ose 
mother Eunice had, and no doubt taught him, un* 
feigned faith, ^ Tim. \. 5, the oufit is doubly btess^ 
ed. And we ought not to forget, that to be brou^t 
up and nursed in the lap, and to tnhate the sincere 
milk ofequal liberty, is to have another and very- 
shining qualification for the pulpit. Subjoined to 
these, a general knowledge of history would be 
very necess^ to enlighten bis umlersbiadiDg witit 
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biograpli^^ clHXHidlogy, geography, and heraldry ; 
his mind thus oilarged, would indignantly look 
down upon little church whispering as an eagle 
upon a grasshopper, or poisonous creeping reptile. 
But. on the contrary, if a man has been born of 
low-bredj cunning patentee, that is, a covetous, 
malicious, envious, revengeful, double minded, 
partial, slandering breed ; O house of God, death 
is in the pot^-^for what he sees he circulates ; if he 
goes into a liouse he gazes, listens, and reports ; 
when he beholds a poor brother or sister overtaken 
in a fault, instead of restoring such a one in the spi^ 
rit of meekness, considcrir^ himself lest he also be 
thua tempted and pvercome, Gui. vi. 1^ he either 
thunders and lightens upon them, and to justify his 
austerity, quotes some raspish scripture, with a 
snap, a stamp, and a frown, answerable to his 
.liaughty^ lordly mind, or informs, witnesses, tries, 
overrules, condemns, reviles, and expels, as one of 
his compeers onpe did, ^x'ho said — *^ Go out and 
take the sound of damnation with you ;" and strut* 
ting triumphantly off Jie boasts, " Til be bound that 
I, pronoun I, myself, will exercise church disci- 
ple ;" or he frequents the table of corrupters, who$e 
every ho^ntality has for its object an unlawful 
usurpation in the church, an undue influence over 
its teachers, overseers, rulers, 8ic. Mark him up- 
on almost all occasions, either openly or slyly, (how- 
ever he may profess to the contrary) sitting, talk«» 
ing, counselling, walking with, caressing, or re- 
ceiving bribes and unlawful influences from some 
pcMHt of Satan's partial compass, to wit, from let- 
lers^ sweet meats, fine clothes, elegant lodgings, 
.where the furniture has more antinpmianism en* 
tagacd upon it than ten thousand gdd rings upon 
nice, affected fingers, or four or five ruffles or tuck- 
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crs from the stiff chin to the humped shouldel's, 
projecting over the head, like the male pheasant of 
the wild woods. 

Instead of fo^iving ^ven times a day, Luke 
xvii. 4, '^ What (say they) always sinning and al- 
ways repenting ;'^ thus manifestly making an at- 
tempt to corrupt, to counterfeit the word of God, 
as a man would to counterfeit or forge a sweet 
scented tobacco note, by imposing in its stead a 
hogshead full of decaying vegetables of the most 
{poisonous species. Like Peter, talking and med- 
dling, instead of telling your brother between thecr 
and him alone. Matt. xviiL 15, they tell the rulers, 
er without J and contrary to all Just ruh^ hurl and 
force them out by hearsay y partial^ envious^ malu 
eiouSf revengeful^ or ambitious evidence I Instead 
of our Lord's seventy times seven, verse 22, their 
patience, their rule of church discipline amounts to 
only seven times. In the place of our Redeemer's 
ten thousand talents, seven hundred and fifty oun- 
ces of silver, or as Whitby hath it, ** eight hun- 
dred and seventy-five thousand pounds sterling," 
these selfish, religious misers and swindlers have 
only one hundred pence, or about three pound two 
shillings and sixpence English, or chcdce moiiey> 
they imprisoning like liim, verse 30, in tlie jail of 
private and public disgrace, sin, and defamation ! 

An indictment for an assault, with intent to mur- 
-der the character. 
Virginia^ to wit : 

The jurors for the commonwealth of Virginia, 
and for the body of the district composed ^ the 
counties of Henrico, Hanover, Chesterfield, Goocb- 
fand, and Powhattan> upon their oath,- present—- 
That EvU J£mnousj Mad Malevolent, mdi High- 



ep^d Jlatighi^yhLte oi ih^ fmvAk ^ Ftfie Ihg in 0k 
jManger/mtl^ coi3^nty of Impktcabiiity^ supplanterSf 
<m the 1st day of May ^ in the year 1807, with force 
of arms, that is to say, of t^gues, pens, money^ 
meats, drinks, washings, lodgings, and friendsi 
t3f ibes, Sec. at the parish of Cup Evidence^ with se* 
veral aiders in whispering, wjiich they^ the said 
£vil Enmous and Mad Malevolent^ in their influ- 
ence then and there had and held, in and upon one 
poCH*, helpless female beauty, in the peace of Go^ 
and the commonwealth, then and there being, did 
make an assault with an intent her the said Femab^ 
Feeble then thet^/ftloniously and of their malice 
a&H?6thought, to kill and murder, by black hints ^f 
seci^et intngiies between hei* the said nymjA and 
certain married men, whose wires were of suspi? 
Clous and revengeful families^ and other wrongs 
<sS the tike nature to the said dove-like, weqpii^ 
Mary^ then and there did, to the greal damage (^ 
the said broigen hearted and ah^eady emaiQiated iat- 
lux^ent, and against the peace and dignity of thf 
commonweahh of Virginia. And the jurors afoie^ 
said, for the body of th^ distrkt afc^resaid, composr 
ed of the counties aforesaid, do further upon thek* 
oath present^— Th^ the said Emmusy Malevolent, 
and Mgheyed Haughty y kte d[ the parish of Pah 
JDog in a Manger^ in the county of Sleepless Hatred 
anaiUwUl^ioressidf supplanters^on the Ist day of 
Msiy, in the year 1807, and the year of slander 5811» 
with force and arms of Satan's j^^/^« and pMrtd- 
jere in obloquy, at lht parish afbresaidv m the county 
albfrsaid, in and upon one Female Feeble, in the 
peace of God and the common wealth, th^n and 
4faefe beir^, did beat, Wound, «id ill treat, by whis- 
pers, letters, and.reirilings, so that her life was 
greatly despaired of^ betug intended murder, and 
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other wrongs, such as leaving her brooding over 
thenii which hastened and completed her dissolu- 
tion, tliat is to say, to the said nymph then and there 
did, to the great damage of the said helpless girl, 
in time and eternity, against the peace and dignity 
of the commonwealth of Virginia, and the royal 
law of love. 

** In many cases Where no malice is expreissed, 
the law will imply it ; as where a man- wilfully poi- 
sons another, in such a deliberate act the law pre- 
sumes malice, though no particular enmity can be 
proved. And if a man kills another Suddenly, 
without any, or witJiout a considerable provoca- 
tion, the law implies malice ; for no person, unless 
of an abandoned heart, would be guih}'' of such an 
act, upon a slight or no appsarent' cause.''— 4th 
Slackstone, p. 200. 

Ten thousand times ten thousand cases of such 
malice aforethought may be proved against ok} 
maids and bachelors again^ several miirried would* 
be ladies, would-be gentlemen, would-be Chris- 
tians, would-be preachers, and millions of such 
murders are committed of malice aforethought, by 
young unm^Tted would-be genttemen, either be- 
cause of one reason or another ; an^ by young 
nymphs through envy, they not having been ac- 
Counted so neat, so learned, so acceptable compa- 
nions, as the poor ridiculed gir], the object of their 
obloquy ; but yet, moreover, for the most damn- 
ing sin of being, and of having been genendly re-^ 
puted greater beauties dian th^ whiffling, ffiiting, 
cackling^ whispering, and haughty traducers^ who, 
what they fell ^ort of in integrity, wisdom, meek- 
* ness, gentleness, and beauty to her whom they stab- 
bed m the dark, by every cunning and keen arti- 
^^e, they made up by ^ggles^ sly &milies, and other 
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means of supplanting. And no wonder, when St. 
Paul observes that their throat is an open scpuU 
chre ; with their tongues they have used deceit ; 
the poison of asps is under their lips ; their feet are 
swift to shed blood ; destruction and misery are in 
their ways. Horn, iiu 13, 14, IS, 16. They have 
slrarpened their tongues like a serpent ; adder's poi- 
son is under tlleir lips. Pmlm cxl. 3. Their poi- 
son is like tlie pbison of a serpent ; they are like the 
deaf adder that stoppeth her ear. Psatm Iviii. 4. 
And they lay wait for their owa blood ; they lurk 
privily for their own lives. Prtw. i. 18. So that 
they often, by their danders, bring on their own 
ruin not only here, but it is to be lamented that 
they lay a foundation for their future and eterhal 
damnation. We repeat it again and again^ no mat- 
ter how we murder another^ whether by the tongue^ 
kad> steel, or poison, we are equally guilty. 

An indictment for malicious stabbing and shoot- 
ing. 

Abr^A Carolina J to witi 

. The jurors for the commonwealth of NorthXa- 
rolina, and the dbtrict of the counties associated 
with Halifax, upon their oath, present— That Sharp 
iiosed SnipebiU, Glibtongued Hotstill, Drumhead 
IlL-wiU, Thin lipM WhipperwiU, Fat faced Large- 
swill, and Sunkeyed Slowkill, late of the parish of 
loud mouth babble and county of open sepulchre^ 
slanderers ; on the 7th day of March, in the year of 
our Lord 1808, with force and arms at the ssud par- 
ish and county as aforesaid, and witliinthe jurisdic- 
tion of the court holden for the district aforesaid^ 
in and upon one minister of the Gospel named Run 
;to and fro, in the peace of God and the common- 
wealth, then and there being, feloniously, wilfully, 
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the shot «fo«*^»^'>L^ring Runs aforesaid^ 
aforesaid, otot of their s^em^g^ .^iog them 

the said selfish ««1^"^» Jthim we«e pt**^*^ 
after the shot) one or two ^^^'XTsentW P"' 
of his own fold, so, ««^a^o^^J\^o^dy» witfaUy. 

«ali^o^ly. »^ .«^ P^^SSi^'^S^acie^^ *« 
etiate and wound the^*^**Vp.' ~1 -fiacaaid, up- 
talents, the health. .^^^^ the jurors af^s^»^ 

-on their oath aforesaid, do V^^^f^'-^tTlctf. 
pulpit, pieM. cup, glass, ^«^P»?S., ^J*^' P^l£ 

penrs, then and there with a c^tain t^fOJ^JJ ^, 
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hei^ of adaniant/ which said deadly bayonet was 
fixed by implacability to the said slandering gun, 
which they the said lords over God's heritage, up- 
start lady chatter, a few altarscrapers, some cup 
and wine gabblers, with a host of scornful Sabbath 
breakers, oppressors, sliavers, fops, butterflies, 
cranes, bull dogs, and little snarlers, in their riglit 
hand then and there held, in and upon the right 
side of him the said Gospel minister, (they smiling 
and stabbing) then and there feloniously, mali- 
ciously, wilfully, and of slandering purpose, did 
strike and stab, with an intent by the said libellous, 
backbiting, shooting, and stabbing aforesaid, the 
said minister of the Gospel to maim in character, 
disfigure in society, disable to do the wprk of the 
Lord, or kill, ^against the form of the act of the 
general assembly, in such case made and provid- 
ed, and against the peace and dignity of the com- 
monwealth of North Cardina, and the whole church 
of God. 

One faithful runner io and froy is worth three 
who fight negroes^ cheats and shine in domestic 
grandeur. Dan.xii. 4. A minister of the Lord 
who is gentle unto all men, free from selfish* pros- 
elyting, ill t€fmpered zeal, is apt to be persecuted 
by all who envy his character for patience and 
meekness, the overbearing and insultingly bigot- 
ed, hard, selfish stiflf heads of all parties, hold pri- 
vate whispering councils, exparte upon him, and 
according to their usual, double mindedness, smile 
and stab under the partial influence of sectarian 
conclave, now and then riding as the devirs ped- 
lers, postriders, an* letter writers, libelling and 
orally slandering him for the glory of God and the 
good of the church, if you will believe them — 
which being a deviation from that charity whic^ 
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covereth a multitude of sins, I INter iv. 8, wA 
the all therefore of our Lord, Mutt. vii. \% is conse- 
quently a violation of the law and the prophets, and 
amounts to hating our brother, which is accounted 
murder.. 1 John iii. 15, Upon the other hand, 
when he firmly, like a man and a Christia,n, sup- 
ports his own tenets rationally, cooly, steadily, and 
with effect ; the bigots of the opposite opinion lay 
wait for his soul, like the devil, their &ther, they 
are grieved at die force of truths which they wish 
were lies, they mock him as he preaches, slight 
him as he passes, slander him as he travels to and 
firo to spread knowledge, circulate what they hear 
against hinji^ multiply and magnify all the weak- 
nesses they know of him, contrary to Solomon's ad- 
vice. Love covereth all sins, Prcfv. x. 12 ; and St. 
Paul, Speak evil of no man. Tittts iii. 2. In short, 
slander, malice, and murder aforethought, are the 
genuine offspring of the monopolizing zeal of reli- 
gious bigots, and none more ready to lead the van 
than a. thin headed, stamping, staring^ rocking, 
clapping, thumping, white eyed babbler, who, 
what be wants in ministerial qualifications, . he 
makes up in peeps, puns, sarcasms, grins, turning 
up the white of his eyes, sly letters, calling his an- 
tagonists Pharisees, if a Calvinistic tbunderer \ 
Antinomians, if a loud Armenian bawler ; beritics, 
if a Catholic ; and Popish idolators^ if a rigid Pro- 
testant. Great God, save qs from the appalling, 
murdering, secret inquisitions, and public detrac- 
tions of an innumerable groupe of religious assas-* 
Ains, whose souls are inflated with storms and hur- 
ricanes, raised by the intemptrate zones of the de- 
vil's two poles, religious frigidity and hell fire 
zeal, producing the cold plague of the frozen zone 
of the north, blowing from the rough boreas of ba- 
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tred, paved and pointed with the icy gangrene of 
implacability, and the vertical rajs of their all des- 
troying fire of discord) turning over our fruitful 
Eden into a desolate wilderness, cursed with ste- 
rility, like the mountains of Gilboa and the miry 
and marshy places of Ezekiel, which are given up 
to salt* Ezekn xlvii. 11. .But we can exi>ect no 
quarters from a host of haughty^ highflying, scof- 
fing infidels, walking after their own lusts, 3 Peter 
iii. 3, 4, called mockers, Jude xviii ; men who stu- 
dy and teach the doctrines of Voltaire, Volney, 
\Veishaup, D'Alembert, Diddero, Godwin, Gib- 
.bon, and Hume ; when these, we say, are read and 
taught by those modern imitators, we are come to 
St. Paul's last days, 2 Tim. iii. wherein perilous 
times should come, when men should be heady, 
high minded, and deny the power of Godliness, op- 
posing and persecuting, publicly and privately, 
any, and every religion not answerable to their un- 
believing opinions, who, playing off one religious 
society against another, turn every man's sword 
against his fellow, Or set all other societies who are 
under their influence, against highway and hedge 
meetings. 

Indictment for robbery. 
Virginia, to vnt : 

The jurors for the commonwealth of Virgi nia^ 
and for the church of God^ composed of honest 
men^ weighing crimes according to their evil in- 
tentions and e&cts, upon their oath, present — That 
John Hellfire, late of the pari^ of selfishness and 
injustice, in the county of Manstealing, whisperer ; 
on the spur of every favorable opportunity, with 
force and arms of defamation, at the parish afore- 
said, in tte said county of MimsteaKng, in the cha^ 
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facter of evary individual thet^ situate, within the 
fangs of his consuming tongue, and within the ju- 
risdiction of this commonwealth, Holden for the 
punishment of crimes (according to their magni- 
tude) in and upon the said every character within 
his defamatory reach, in the peace of God and tiie 
said commonwealth, then and there being, feloni-, 
ously did make an assault by the tongue to rob the 
character of her, one of the said number, in bodily 
fear and danger of her life, in the said dwelling 
house, her character having been robbed by said 
slanderer, who did then and there feloniously put, 
and one person whose good name contained more 
value tlian twenty chests dt gold, of the stuff named 
in indictments, called goods and chattels, of the 
said invaluable good name from the person, and 
against the will of the said invaluable character in 
the soul of the aforesaid, then and there violently, 
silently, slyly^ and feloniously did steal, take, and 
carry away the character, more valuable than twen- 
ty horses, against the form of the eighth command- 
ment of the commonwealth of the kingdom of hea- 
ven, in such case made and provided^ and against 
the peace and dignity of the commonwealth of 
Virginia and the royri law of God. 

" In proportion to the importance of. the crimi- 
nal law, (saith Judge Blackstone) ought also to be 
the care and attention of the legislature in properly 
forming and enforcing it. It should be founded 
upon principles that are permanent, uniform, and 
universal^ and always conformable to the dictates 
of truth and justice, the feelings of humanity, and 
the inde^ble rights of mankind*" — 4th Btacksttme^ 
p. 2, 3. 

Give the application of these permanent, unu 
firm^ universal true^ just^ feelings humofie^and 
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indetiMeprmeiplesiix&a.ixA force^and the charac^ 
ter breaker will be found guiliy of ten fold more 
punishment than a house breaker— m the propor- 
tion as a man thief inflicts more [^'ivate injury up- 
oh an individual young widow^ than a bouse thief. 

** A crime, or misdemeanor, is an act commit- 
ted or omitted in violationof public law, either for* 
bidding 05 commanding it. Crime is made to denote 
such offences as are of a deeper and more atrocious 
dye ; while smaller faults and . omissions, of less 
consequenpe, are comprised under the gentler name 
of * misdemeanors only.' In all cases^ the crime 
includes a|i injury : every public offence is also a 
private wrong; it affects the individual, anditiike- 
wise affects the community. Thus murder is an 
injury to the life of an individual ; but the law of 
society considers principally the loss which the 
state, sustains by be hig deprived of a member, and 
the pernicious example tjiereby set for others to 
do the like. Robbery niay be considered in the 
same view — it is an injury to private proj^erty ; 
but were that all, a civil siitisfaction lor damagea 
might atone for it ; iht^ public mischief is the thing, 
for the prevention of which our laws have made it 
^ capital offence. . In these gross and atrocious in- 
juriesr, the private wrong is swallowed up in the 
public." — 4ti\i. Blackstone J p. 5, 6. 

-Here we may note iour things-r-First, crimes-, 
second, misdemeanors; thirdly, private injuries; 
and fourthly, public. First, crimes of the d«ep 
atrocious dye, of secret spleen, envy, hatred, ma- 
lice, guile, and revenge, letting looile tongues and 
pens set on fire of hell, feloniously, wilfully, and of 
malice aforethought, are styled murder by St. 
John; horse. stealing, house breakmg, and house 
burning ace but misijlemeanar&j^, when put tn com? 

R 
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petition therewith — especially wfaeo ptacti^ed iip(»i 
^ poor, handsome, young widow, c«'an old, straight 
upright, well-lx^, delicate, pr friendless old maid. 
The injuries accruing in such cases are lo^ of so- 
ciety, €^ a husl^nd, happiness, fortune, appetite, 
life, and, we have no doubt, the loss of life eternal 
in many instances ; and, as a public offence, it is 
styled treason by Blackstone. '^ In all c^es, (saith 
lie) the crime includes an injury ; Thus treason, 
in imagining the king's death, (here we say the 
death of the clluef magistrate^ involves in it con- 
spiracy against an individual^ which is also a civil 
injury ; but as this species of treason .in its conse- 
quences priocipally tends to tl^ idissplution of go- 
vernment, and the destruction thereby of the order 
imd peace of society ; this denominates it a crime 
of the highest magnitude* — e4th Blackstoney p« 5, 6. 
And all (his viUainy may be perpetrated by, a 
L-Q-r-d p-i.t-y t-h-e-m, (every word three feet 
kmg) they are the worst foes to themselves, turning 
up their devout, slandering eyes to fifty d^^rees 
above blood heat, and below frozen cold, like a 
garrison firing a salute in honor of ^ razee or an old 
irst rate coming into port from their las]t cruise, 
and putting in a fifty four between wind and wa- 
ter, Rickasha fi^ion. 

What a legal and physical blessing is it to soci- 
ety that lawyers and doctors are not backbiters. 
And what a shame, blame^ and curse is it when 
mififisters^ magtstcates^ or politicians are slanderers. 

Indictment iac murder, committed by shooting, 
JTirgmia^ to i»k : 

The jurcMTS for the commonwealth of Virginia, 
and for the district compc^sed of the counties oi O, 
Sec. Upon iteir oath pr»seiit^<-<-That MoU Malevo- 
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lent and Pdrsepropd Pratter, late of the parish of 
Hue and cry, in the county of report and we will 
also report it again, murderers ; not having the fear 
of God before their eyes, but being moved and se- 
duced by die instigation of the devil, the fether of 
lies, malice^ envy, and revc^nge, on the 16th day of 
April, in the year of our Lord 1803, with force of 
tongues and pens, at the parish of Hue and cry 
and county of report arid we will repcwt it again 
aforesaid, (and within the jurisdiction of this court 
holden for the district aforesaid) in and u^n one 
peaceable, public spirit, in the peace of God, and 
of the said commonwealth, then and there being, 
feloniously, wilfully, deliberately, premeditat<edly, 
and of their malice aforethought^ did make an as- 
sault ; and that they the said Moll Malevolent and 
Purseproud Pratter, a certain gun of the value of 
indefinite and irreparable ruin, then and there load* 
ed and charged with sus^i^ion, slander, calumny, 
defamation, malice, envy, hs^ed, finger,^ cunning, 
and obloquy, and a destructive kind of langrage, 
double headed round shot and grape^ called gen- 
tiemen and ladies' news, preceded by a hellfire 
volley of rockets, called it is true, I tell you the 
truth, I have it from a source to be reUed upon, 
write, print, publish the rascal, said they; which 
gun they the said Moll Malevolent and Purseproud 
Pratter in their right hands, then and there and 
every where had and held to, against, and upon the 
said peaceable public spirit, ruining his character, 
a jewel which he almost starved himself to ob^in 
and preserve, then and there fjeloniously, wilfiiUy, 
delibemtely, and 6( their malice aforethought, xlid 
shoot, discharge, and stnd forth a destructive load 
of rancor; and that tl>e said Moll Malevolent and 
Punse|»roud Pratter, with slanderii^ lead of ma- 
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lice and backbiting as afore3aid, the aforesaid 
peaceable public spirit, in and upon the person, pro- 
perty, character, life, and soul of him the said in- 
nocent man (as though they had shot him fn ^hc 
neck) then and there, and every where, with the 
worse than leaden shot of destructive and all de- 
vouring slander, out of the whispering gun falsely- 
called truth as aforesaid, by the said slanderers in and 
out of the sanctuary, shot off, dbcharged, and sent 
forth feloniously, wilfully, deliberately, premedi- 
tatedly, and of their malice aforethought, did strike 
with pens and tongues, penetrate and wound the ' 
character, giving to the said stranger, fatherless, or 
widow, then, there, and every where with the lead- 
eti shot of sly, cunningly devised slander aforesaid, 
so as aforesaid calumniating, shot, discharged, and 
sent forth out of the slandering guns aforesaid, by 
the said would-be called ladies, gentlemen, honest 
ladies, gentlemen, christians, &c. in and upon 
thousands of persons who have received such inor- 
tar wounds that some have ihistantly died, others 
were put to death privately or publicly; fis the ef- 
fects of evil reports could operate in the commu- 
nities of which they \yere members ; some were 
shot publicly, others banged for treason, murder, 
&c. all being ihirocent ; others dwindled away with 
grief, sorrow, and loss of appetite ; many were dri- 
ven into lunacies, others to the rope, to the pistol, 
to the pond, the ratsbane, the laudanum, and all 
died, slowly or instantly ; matches were broken tip, 
wife and husband -parted, and mercliants broke. 
And so the jurors aforesaid, upon their oathlafore- 
said, do say, in the true language of justitCj-that 
the said slanderers, theni the s^iid in manner and 
form aforesaid, feloniously, wilfully, deliberately, 
premeditatedly, and of their malice aforethought, 
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did kill and mqrder against tlie form of the sj^irit 
of the^ct of the general government of equal jus* 
tice, in such cases to be made and provided by yet 
future legislatures^ when slanderers shall be tried 
as murderers, manthi^ves, &c. Sec, ^s offending 
equally against the peace and dignity of the con^- 
monwealth of Virginia, as murderers, manstealers, 
aixl lordly novices. ^ 

Many prophets and wise mi^n have been ruined 
by the hellish artillery of public and private skn^ 
der, through envy and gain ; and also thousands of 
brave patriots. 

" *4gisj one of the kings of Sparta,^ who was 
not twenty years old, who reigned jointly with 
Leonidas, wishing to restore the laws of Lycurgus, 
was seized by the ephori, by slanderous informers, 
condemned and executed. Theramenes suffered 
death by the juice of the hemlock, by means of 
slander, for^ opposing the tyranny established by 
Lysander, of the thirty tyrants of Athens. Arehi- 
lochiis^ who was born in the island of Paros, about 
tiie 29th olympiad, to whom the invention of Iam- 
bic verse is, though very unjustly, attributed, it 
being of a much more ancient date. Ltfcambes 
having refused to give hi'm his daughter in mar- 
riage, according to liis. promise, ArchiJochus wrote 
such keen and bitter invectives against him, that 
both the father and daughter hung themselves by* 
the ei&cis of calumny. Cleomenes, who possess- 
ed great spirit and abilities^ who conquered the 
Archasns, who were very strong and powerftil, and 
who carried their victorious arms over the Pelo- 
ponnesus, was suspected by Philopater, the reign- 
ing king of Egyi^t, and taken into cusftddy, by 
means of slander ; escaping from this confinement, 
amd wandering up and down m Alexandria, he, in 

b2 
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despair, slew himself in tlie third ytst of his escape 
from the battle of Selasia. When the great Epa- 
tninondasy who was a descendant of the kings of 
BcKtia, was about to be put to death by the eavy 
of his enemies, (who were blown up by slanders 
into a flame) although he deserved crowns for his 
services, before his death he said*—". Permit ijfic to 
make one prayer. Let posterity, in learning my 
punishment, learn also the cause. I die for havmg 
successfully conducted you into Laconia, where 
no enemy had power to penetrate iiefore. I die for 
having carried into their cities and countries that 
desolation which your amay only then first kneur 
how to spread. I die for having re-csjablished the 
Messinians, re-united the Arcadians, and ruined 
the Lacedemonians. 1 die, in a word, for yoiir 
victories, for your conquestsj and for Having in- 
creased your power and extended ydur dominion. 
]3ehold the crimes for which I am condemned. I 
regret not the loss of life, provitied you leave me 
only the glory of my actions, by consecrating to 
posterity a monument that shall acknpwledg^e these 
deeds were done by me without your permission. 
All his judges remained silent and confused, as 
cowardly railers, while Epamimnd&s went from 
this tribune, as he was accustomed to go. from 
combat, covered with glory and universal ap- 
^plause. Socrates fell a sacrifice to envy and slto- 
der, having more virtue, candor, ami honesty than 
Athens could bear." But, like other imprudent, 
sISndering, pulpit, press, wine, and tea mansteal- 
ers and murderers of property, person, character, 
and soul, in time and in eternity, they repented 
too late! I — 

Indictment for.stealing the character of *wo lev- 
ers, which felony was worse than that of five thou- 
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aand sheep thieves. How like sheep-killing do^ 
they look, with wool and blood upoD their mouths. 
Ftrgintay fourth judicial circuity Henrico county^ 
-to wit: 

The jurors for the commonwealth of Virginia, 
duly summoned to attend the superior court of 
law directed to be bolden for the said county of 
Henrico, being one of the counties composing the 
fouirtb judicial circuit aforesaid, upon their oaths 
present— "That Laughing Twitterer and Slowjawed 
Glutton, late of the parish of Talking families, in 
the county of Secret spleen, slanderers, on the 17th 
day of November, in the year of our Lord 1808, 
with force and tongues at the parish aforesaid, in 
the county afore^id, {^nd within the jurisdiction 
of this court, holden in the said county and said 
circuit for the county aforesaid] two beautiful and 
mtsuspf cting, true hearted, juvenile lovers, named 
Torn Trueheart aiKl Priscilla Pureheart, of the 
^oods and chattels of Freeborn Faithful, Rc^becCa 
KeligiouS} Is^ac Industrious, and Catharine Con- 
tentment, all of whom were united ; and that the 
saidrslanderers, thjen and there found, feloniously 
did steal, take, and eairry away the characters of 
the ^id newly. to-be-married couple, producing 
thereby a general load of distress to all parties, but 
especially to the said juvenile disappointed lovers, 
by breaking up tlie match and all confidence io 
each other for ever, against the form of ^the act of 
the general assembly, and the **all therefore" of 
our Lord's royal law of working no ill to.our 
neighbour, in such case made and provided, and 
against the peace ^nd dignity of the commonwealth 
of Virginia, and of Israel. 

What have you got to answer to the aforesaid 
in^ctment ? A woman once told her husband af- 
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ter marriage, that a preacher of another society va- 
hemently pressed and poisoned her mind against 
him before marriage ; for which, the husband, be- 
ing also a preacher, returned to the aforesaid de- 
vil's pedler, the most unwavering kindness, atuj 
coiiquered him .by love. Thousands and millions 
of unhappy lovers are at this moment wringing 
their hands;, and tearing their hair through grief, 
and worn down by lamentation, weeping, and 
great mourning, dying under the poisonous coa- 
sequences of meddling parents and relations, coa- 
nections and neighbours, hypocritical friehdsj pri- 
vate and public foes, and by the introduction of 
the devil's nest egg of slander, hatched by his 
whispering cup bearers andswillers. . 

Indictment for aiding and abetting whisperer^, 
in stealing the affections of man and wife from ea^h 
other*^ — a thing too common, say you. 
Virginia^ fourth juiReial district^ H.. county^ to wit : 

The jurors for the commonwealth of Virginia, 
duly summoned to attend the superior court of 
law, directed to be holden for the said county of 
H. being one of the counties composing thefourtli, 
judicial district aforesaid, upon their oath present 
— That Mr. Movinghogshead Hardheart, old Miss- 
cs Quiver Slingdart, Misses Thinlip'd Ljooktart, 
youi^ Mr. Looksmart, and Miss Rainbow co- 
qutte Doubleheart, late of the parish of Skijiping, 
sipping, brawling, and whipping, and in the county 
of Press and cackling, devil's pedlers, qrithe i7th 
day of November, 1808, with whispering, laugh- 
ing, and backbiting force and arms^ at the parish 
aforesaid, in the county of Dres^ and cackling 
aforesaid, ^and within the jurisdicticm of this courts 
huldca ia the said county and said circuit for the 
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county aforesaid) a man and his wife, named Union 
For lifcj both of the goods and chattels of each 
other, then and there found by said slanderers, who 
feloniously did steal their hearts by whispering and 
obloquy, take and carry away all their conjugal 
conr>forts, cteating gall, wwmwood, and death 
among their children and "all their connections, and 
all this under the devilish pretence of church dis- 
cipline, and telling the truth for God's sake, al- 
though a barefaced lie against divine truth, which 
commands us to cover a rtiultitude of sins, and to 
be peace makers, which said conduct is against the 
form of the act of the general assembly, which for- 
bids man and wife to be brought in evidence 
against each other, in such cases made and provid- 
ed, against the whde tenor of scripture, and against 
the peace and dignity of the commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia, and all well regulated governments. And 
the jurors aforesaid, upon their oath aforesaid, do 
further present — That several skipping, brawling, 
tart, smart, gluttonous, wine drinking, tea cack- 
ling, and religious calumniators, late of the parish 
aforesaid, in the said county of whispering and de- 
-viPs pedling, on the said 17th of November, 1808, 
at the parish aforesaid, iiv the said county of hell- 
fire defamation, (and within the jurisdiction of this 
court holden as aforesaid) feloniously were pre- 
sent, aiding by whispers, and abetting by approv- 
ing smiles, forbidding frowns, sly, insinuating, and 
insidious artifices, and assisting the said first mov. 
ers of family divisions, in and out of the churches 
in feloniously stealing and carrving away the lov- 
ing couple's affections from each othet", against the 
form and spirit of all well regulated governments, 
but especially the general assembly, in such cases 
made and provided, and against the peace and dig- 
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xuty of the commonwealth of Virginia, and of the 
church of God. ' 

Immediately after the happy consummation of a 
marriage, a brother-in-law told the bride, '< now 
had you married a fanner, how much better would 
you have been off;'' thus begimiing early under 
the hypocritical guise of pity. An empty meddler, 
who had fncreased his fortune by marriage and ex- 
tortion, informed an old, selfish, slandering lady 
that she had injured her reputation by hiding her 
husband's faults ; of which saying the wife, through 
triumphant revenge, told her husband, (being off 
her guard) ; thus laying a foundation for perpetual 
enmity. The husband had to stoops and by stoop- 
ing conquered himself and bis enemies. A thought- 
less young woman being much abused by a mar- 
ried lady of low, high, hot blood, took revenge by 
telling her, in the presence of her husband, you 
walked privately through the old field pines with 
■ ■ ; to which the husband giving ear, im- 

mediately produced a quarrel. Such girls have no 
tide to a husband, but rather to a workhouse. An 
old Jezebel, who had a daughter married to a man 
of afBuence, persuaded her not to make his clothes ; 
of which, when he cotnplained, she, tlie arch da- 
mon, advised her daughter to elope fix>m her hus- 
band and sue for a separate maintainance, which 
advice she followed ; but the husband having van- 
quished her in the law suit, she not being able to 
obtain her revenue, came home again to him, who 
received her kindly-^he being convinced of ^e 
unlawful interference of the old sly lady. There 
was a witch of Endor plot ! A young gentleman 
just wedded to a pure girl, took a long voyage to 
sea, leaving her to board with a lady who kept a 
public house, with an injunction to watch her, (he 
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being of a jealmis disposition ;) in less tiian n year 
he returned, met, caressed, and kissed his dear 
wife and little son ; then stepping into a rpom with 
the landlady to inquire of the manners of his wife 
during his absence, she told him that she had kept 
much noise and company in her bouse since he 
had beea gone. The moment he received the 
contenfes of her abominable budget, he departed in 
silent, disappointed distraction ; and being a man 
of pity, education, family, and fortune, <letcrmined 
"not to make his wife a public example.*' ''The 
poor slandered, forsaken innocent sunk under the 
load? and (like many others) fell into a consump** 
tion, communicated it to her infant, |irst bom to 
sorrow ; when she found her soul and the soul of 
her child passing the rubicon into the shades of 
eternity, she wrote to her jealous, disappointed, 
credulous, flying, heart broken husband, at his fa- 
therms, (who also excited his jealousy) to come and 
receive, from her innocent, e^^piring blue lips, the 
last seal of her purity y he came, poor fellow, (for 
be yet had remaining a spark of hope, pity, affec- 
tion, and forgiveness) but they were both gone 
from him forever ! He upbraided himself, took 
sick, went home, and died of grief; thus confirm- 
ing our assertion, that slanderers are murderers ! 
O yes, we must all see and feel it. How long ? 
We answer, until the legislature wakes up to equal 
Justice. ^ ; 

Indictment for felony, by robbing a merchant by 
the thousand hands of slander. 
State of Maryland^ ta wit, ail the states^ to vnt, 
and the whole earthi to wit : - 

Tlic jurors tor die commonwealth of Maryland, 
composed ^ the counties associated with Balti- 
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more^ upon their oath present — Tliat S^n Sl^- 
lifter, Lil Liar, Low Lackey boy, Lion Ho yes, ai^ 
Sly Stab and kiss, late of the parish of Spitefal 
Envious, in the county of Collusive Desolation and 
ward of Love Money, devil's postriders^ on the 
every month in the year 1807, 8, 9, 10, 11,. 12, 
&c. with force of slander and malicious represent- 
ation, at the parish and county aforesaid, the store 
house of Messrs. T. T. and J. B, trading uiider 
the firm of T. & B. as merchants, joint auction- 
eers, and partners, there situate^ did felohiously 
break, by detraction and calumny, in giving infor- 
mation of their scarcity of mon^y , at a ti me when they 
were in the act of a negotiation which would have 
effectually reinstated their original capital, and also 
which would have enabled them to pay oflf with ho- 
nor all their just creditors ; and moreover that the 
aforesaid slanderers did then and tliere fcloniQUsly 
take, by the aforesaid defamations, from tlie afore- 
said merchants two hundred thousand dollars in 
shipments ftom EuropCj fifty thousand dollars 
from the VVest^Indies, together with a loss oa 
goods upon hand, sold at auction, to the amount 
of ten thousand dollars, to wit : upon corduroys, 
five hundred dollars; broadcloths, five hundred 
dollars; salt, one thousand dollars ; iron and steely 
one thousand dollars ; and upon Wcst-Intfia pro- 
duce, seven thousand dollars,^ all of the goods and 
chattels, wares and merchandize of the said T: & 
B. then and there found; and moreover, that all 
thisu horrid slander was perpetrated under the poor, 
pityful, lying excuse of putting the innocent upon 
their guard, and against the law of lovie, and the 
form of the act of the general assembly cf the com- 
mon wealth of Maryland, in such case made and 
provided, and against the peace and dignity of the 
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" All, therefore, whatsoever ye would that men 
should do unto you, do ye even so unto them,'^ 
against the law and the prophets, the Old and New 
Testament, and the interest of the whole earth. 

Millions of instances might be produced where- 
irt sinking merchants have been set afloat by the 
loan of a few thousand or hundred dollars; of con- 
sequence, millions more might have been preserv- 
ed and retrieved had it not been for a host of mur- 
derers, liars, and flatterers, who, under the pretence 
of producing public and private ^ood, do evil, that 
is to say, actually break thousands to preserve 
others from being taken in, if you may believe 
them ; whereas, if the truth were known, they were 
moved by malignity, hatred, envy, ambition, and 
interest. Listen to the language^ view the 'motion, 
and see the features of such maligners ; well, say 
they, with an air of tossing nosed victory, have you 
heard the news? What ! what? So you have not 
heard ? No, not a word. Why such and such 
are protested in bank. Whew ! hegh ! hem, broke 
then, of course. I am glad, haw ! haw ! haw ! I 
always suspected him, him, and him. They are 
rascals, said another, sriapphig his face. On they 
go to spread the slandering news, meeting now and 
then with a silent, plodding shaver, all of whom 
arc determined to avail tliemselves of all such mis- 
fortunes, to overwhelm the unfortunate mercliants, 
and make their jack, as they say. The sinking 
sufferers apply for the loan of a little money, they 
are. smiled at and stabbed with a dying calf-eyed 
shrug, their property is exposed to sale, and sacri- 
ficed to shaving, relentless, poisonous spiders, and 
that too by men who owe their elevation to the for- 
mer benevolence of these sufferers; precipitated thus 
from the pinnacle of commerce/ which they had 

S 
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used as a trading stock for God, the poor and 
their familieSy they lingered, languished, and died ; 
and thus their fortune, happiness, appetite^ and 
0iren life itself (for thousands sink under it) were 
all forfeited to that ^* universal cannibal,^' the spirit 
and practice of de&mation. '' The wicked boast- 
eth of his hearts desire ; his mouth is full of curs- 
ing, and deceit, and fraud ; under his tongue is mis- 
chief and vanity ; he sitteth in the lurking places 
of the villages, in the secret places doth he'murder 
the innocent i his» eyes are privily set against the 
poor ; he lieth in wait secredy as a lion in his den ; 
he lieth in wait to catch the poor ; he doth catch 
the poor, when he draweth him into hisi^net ; he 
croucheth and humbleth himself, that the pooi^ 
may fait by bis strong ones.'' Psakn x. Thus 
Coricdanus, the tHravest defender of the senate and 
people of Rome, was banished two hundred and 
sixty years from the foundation of the city, through 
the ambition and slander of the tribunes, he being 
forced to leave his all and take refuge with Tullus 
Attius, a man of great power amonig the Volcians^ 
who took him under his protection, and e^x)used 
his quarrel. Coriolanus ravaged the Roman terri^ 
tories through revenge, and at length invested the 
city ; and when in this great exigence, lieither the 
ambassadors, pontiffs, priests, nor augurs could 
make peace for Rome, wlien they began to give up 
the commonwealth as lost, and the temples were 
filled with women and children, who, prostrate be^ 
lore the altars, put up thcjr prayers for the preser- 
vation of the country, his mother Veturia alone 
prevailed upon him to save the city. So evident 
it is, and often yet shall be, that those whom we 
sink -by our slander are our merciful saviours* in 
'^htress* - 
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"Indictment for a trespass. 
Virginia^ to wit : ^ ' 

The jurors for the counties of H, H, C, 
G, & P, upon their oath, present — That a certain 
brawler, known by the name of Puff Porpoise, late 
of the county erf Eat and Drink, for to-moirow we 
di^, being an evil disposed person, on the 2d day 
of April, in the year 1 790, about the hour of 12 
o'clock, of the dark and black night of slander, un- 
lawfully and violently, without authority, with force 
and arms of brawling, backbiting, and whisperings 
in the county aforesaid, unlawfully, violently, and 
without any legal warrant, either from God or man, 
whatever, broke into the character erf' one M. A. 
W. then and there situate, did, by violence and 
force of slander, break and enter into safid charac- 
ter as a house breaker into a house, with mtention 
to disturb his peace, and the peace of the com>- 
monwealth ; and the ' said Puff Porpoise so being 
in the ^aid character (as a house rot^r breaking 
through a house in the night to kill and to steal) 
of the said M, A. W. did, th^n and there, unlaw- 
fiilly,'wilfully, injuriously, and x)bstinately remain 
for a long'space of time, that is to say, for the space 
of twenty years, and more, without license from 
God or mail, and against the will of the said M. 
A. W, and^tber wrongs and injuries, such as cir- 
culating vexatious and malicious reports on the 
lightning rod of public slandf r, cunningly and gen- 
erally, to the great and lasting damage of the said 
M. A. W. then and there did, laying a sure future 
foundation for tl>e present and eternal destruction 
of the said M. A. W. of consequence murdering 
and damning him, to the evil e;xample of all others 
in like cases^ offending against mercy, justice, pity, 
patience, meekness^ gentleness, truth and love, and 
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against tbe peace and digni^ ot the conni&oiwr^abh 
of Virginia, and the United States. 

As nothing is more dear to many than their 
reputation, (of which some ma(:e too much of au 
idol, naming it before God,) so also, in proportioa 
as we value it, ought the legislature, instructed by 
the people, to punish those who malignantly and 
wantonly break into it, and keep in it, with tlieir 
malevolent associates, as a house breaker, who 
breaks into, makes room for, and keeps in a hou&e 
a gang of robbers, until all within is plundered^ 
and the house set on fire and consumed. 

As certainly as the community of Virginia, and 
all the states, would not be content that it should 
be left to a jury without statute law, whether a 
bouse breaker and burner should pay one buor 
dredth part of the damage, or nothing ^t all, nor be 
punish^ or not in the penitentiary ; so. also are we, 
or at least ought to be,.TestIes5 and importunate in 
our petitions to an enlightened peo{>le, and an in- 
structed legislature, until in proportion. as reputa* 
tion, happiness, appetite, friends, and .heaven, of 
which Slander deprives us, are more valuable tham 
houses ; and slander bre^iking in upon aiul con- 
suming reputation infinitely more criminal .than 
house robbers breaking apd burning houses ; so, 
also, should tbe slanderer be. sentenced to a pro- 
portionable continuance in the penitentiary at bard 
labor ; for you may calculate the loss of goods and 
chattels, but not of reputation, which is incalcu- 
lable, which is eternal ! We only plead for an 
equal distribution of justice, which, as a mill stom^ 
grinds Jevei^ square^ undfirw^ from tlip. principal 
4ind centre, to the periphery* ** In prpportion to 
the criminal law, ought also to be the care and at^ 
tention of the legislature in properly forming and 
-forcing it." Can there be said to be a •'pro- 
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poition in Ac crimmal few," (as we Imvc quoted 
from Blackstone) whea a sod wall house contain- 
ing only a pot, a poor bed, a Ixishd of patatoes, 
8cc. being robbed, demands the penitentiary for 
years, when the breaking in upon .the only " one 
ewe /amd" of dear earned "good narae,^' may be 
tmjustly decided by a half drunken, half informed^ 
and paeked jury, resulting to the poor, helpless 
giri, stranger, fatheriess, or weak widow, in an ac- 
cumulated distress ? Justice should be " unijbrm 
and universal ;^^ (saith Bladkstont) in the name of 
uni/brmitt/iind universiil justice^ why are house 
breakers punished in the penitentiary for the value- 
of a hundred dollars; when breakers in upon repu- 
tation to the amount of the loss of happiness, name^ 
^p^tite, life, and heaveny ate promoted to officer 
of profit, trusty and hcoior ? 

lodiotment for an assault by the hell fire dT 
tongues and pens.. 

Virginia^ to wit, cdl th^ states^ the churchy and the 
' wholeworld^ to wit : 

The Jurors for the district composed for the 
peace and safety of civil and religious society, all 
over the four continents, upon their oath present^— ^ 
That a hostt^f rattle scuU'd, rattlesnake revilers, 
lato of the parish^ of Tossing nosed impudence, in 
the C6umy of Clitier clatter and Hot cup water 
babble^ on every lawless opportunity, that is to 
say, at all times and places, widi fcMrce and arms of 
every kind of slander,- writteii, oral, and caricature, 
at tt^ parish and county aforesaid, and within the ju- 
risdiction of those legislators and church governors^ 
who have not taken cogniasance of such villainies, 
in and upon millions of persons and characters, of 
all sizes, ages, and occupations, in the peace of God 
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aud ^ civil and religiods cooimiimties .^for^did;^ 
then andtbece being, did make backbking and 
railing ass^uifts^, and tliem, the said millions ofpoor, 
rich, bond and free, the si»d every body did then 
and there beat, i/^^ound, and ill treat, wii^ tongues, 
pens, shrugi^, nods, winks, and slandemng .prayers, 
so that men, women, boys, and girls, being' sthred 
tip against those who were is)andered, did M$ay-lay 
and shdot, kick and thtuap? swkch and cow hide, 
Utah and poison, in such a manner, that thdr lives 
were greatly despaired of, and o£ whioh miUioiis 
lost thekr precious lives, and other wrongs to the 
smd sufferers, such as the loss of friends, appetite, 
fortune, and business, producing starvation to them 
and families, then and there did, to liie great and 
eternal dafaiage of the sotils, (todies, and reputa- 
tions of the said every person within the fang;s of 
their slandering reach, and against the .peace and 
dignity of church and state, throughout Asia, Af- 
rica, Europe, and America. 

In proof of this indiQtment, mainy historicat and 
biographical sketches might be adduced. *^* The 
great CamiUus, who, without intrigue or any soli- 
citation, had raised himself to the first eminence in 
the state, had been naade one^of the censors some 
time l>efore, and was considered as the head of 4hat 
jQffice, was military tribune/and had, in his post, 
gained several advantages over the country ^ #as 
called, by bis courage and abilities, to fill thoae 
office9; who took that^ aec^id Tro}% the city of 
Veii, ^and enriched the conqiierorsl; also routed tte 
JFalisei» and took their capitol city Falerii. Yet by 
:die slanders raised against 4)im by the turbtileiit 
tribunes, (he was exiled) sueh as of being ah op- 
poser of their intended ^nigration fi^om Rome to 
Vciii, and of having concealed a part of tl^rplimi- 
der of that city, particularly two biazen gates for 
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W^'own tislJ. Camillus tietesting their ingrati*. 
tudcv took. leave of his ^i^ife^d children ; he bad 
already passed as far as one of the gates, unattend.- 
ed on hLs way, and unlamented. There he could 
suppress his indignation no longer, hut turning his 
face to the capitoi, and lifting up his hands tohea- 
veq, intreated all the Gods that his country might 
one day he sensible of their injustice and ingrati- 
tilde, and so saying he passed forward to take re- 
fuge at Ardea. The tribunes were not a little 
%|>lea^d with tljeir triumph overthis great man ; 
4)iit they soon had reason to repent of their injus- 
jUce and wish liis return, for now a more terrible 
and redoubtable, enemy began to tnake its app^r- 
ance than the Romaic had ever yet ejQeouotered." 
Bat yet, afi^ all their slanders and ingratitude, 
-when the Gauls, from beyond the Alps, com^ 
Handed by ^Brennus, their king, had taken Romct, 
attbut the citadel, for the ransom of Ivhich they 
were weigMg^g a thousand pbunds weight of gold, 
the Gauls fraudulently attempting to kick the beam, 
jpf which, wlien the Romans complained, Brennus 
cast his sword and belt into the scale, crying out 
that *' the only p6rtioh of the vanquished was to 
suffer.'* At that nF^oment the heroic and forgiving 
Camillus. entered with an army, ** upon which a 
battle ensued, wherein the Gauls were cut to pie- 
.ccs. '^ Thus acted Camillus— proving tq^ Rome, 
imd the world, the murderipg consequences of 
slander; it being probable, that if Camillus had 
tiot been banished, the thousands dT Uves^ perhaps 
Slot less than two hundred and fifty tbotijBaBd, 
snight have been saved, who wi!fe lost by that in^ 
stance of dander-^^^and so on throughout the world. 
" Why boastest thou thyself m miscJhief, O 
onighty man ? The-goodncss of God endureth con- 
tinually ; thy tongue deviseth mischief like a razor, 
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working deceitfully ; thou lovest evil more than 
good, and lying rather than to speak righttousness ; 
thou lovest all devouring words, O thou deceitful 
tongue, [or, and the deceitful tongue, margin.] 
God shall likewise destroy thee forever, [or, He- 
brew, beat thee down, m^^in] ; he shall takethec 
away, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling place, 
and root thee out of the land of the living.** Psabn 
lii. " When thou sawest a (man) thief, then thoti 
consentedst with him ; thou gavest thy mouth to 
evil, and thy tongue frameA deceit ; thou sittest 
and speakest against thy brother, thou sfainderest 
thine own mother's son. TTiesc things hast thou 
done, and I kept silence ; thou thoughtest that I 
was altogether such a one as thyself." Psabn \. 
That is, thou thoughtest when thou wast so veiy, 
loud and censorious any where, and every where 
against vicious persons, that slander was encoura* 
ged even by the Deity, for the detection and pun- 
ishment of sinners ; " but I will repijwe thce,-and 
set them in order before thine eyes. To him that 
ordereth his conversation aright, will I shew the 
salvation of God.'* ' 

Shmder is murder in disguise. " Thus died 
Caius Gracchus, (saith Goldsmith). He is usually 
impeached by historians as guilty of sedition ; but 
from what we see of his character, the disturbance 
of tranquility was rather owing to his opposers than 
to him ; so that instead of c^ling the tumXilts at 
that time the sedition of the Gracchi, we shoiild 
ratJier call them the sedition of the senate against 
the Gracchi, since the efforts of the latter were 
made in vindication t)f a law to which the Senate 
had assented. Certain it is, from what appears, 
that all justice was on the side of the Gracchi, and 
all injury on that of the senate.'* The slanders 
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which were caised against uch-inm^ were murder 
taforethought* 

Three Irishmen were said to have been • em- 
ployed in cubing up Hiatal, lately in England, by 
two persons, who immediately went and informed 
upon them that they might get the reward ofiered 
by government to infprmers against coiners, (mur- 
derous offerings* to spies.) The Irishmen were 
taken and condemned ; but it having appeared, to 
the satisfection of the Lord Mayor, that they were 
innocent, and as they did not know but that they 
were employed legally, tliey were liberated and re- 
warded for their sufferings by the English, and 
their persecutors put in their places to suffer for 
the douUe crime of coining and murder by slan- 
der, of malice aforethou|^t. Which leads up to 
the -SMpirit of this subject j namely : WhaJ does it 
matter how murder of miiklice afomthought is com- 
mitted, whether by lead, -fire, hemp, c*" steely or by 
slander^ uttered by wcHrds, letters, -signs, or pic- 
tures, .producing enemies tp fin individual, stimu- 
lating them to harriiss persons to kill themselves^ 
or otherwise exciting the community to shoot, 
•stab, poison, burn, or prosecute ifor crimes xsf 
wtxich the accused are not guilty ? This was the 
jnanner in which/the enemies of God^nd religion 
always stirred -persecution against Christianity.; 
and, as a proof oF it, tlie worjd priestciaft, with a 
contufndiQus voiQe, and a sarcastically pinched up 
face^ is the stalking, braying jack ass of every un- 
believer, from the first year of the reign of Abad- 
don, to the iron, dark, vengeful, age of Voltair^, 
D ' Alembert, Weishaup, Diddero, and Paine. 

Indictment for receiving stolen goods, that is, 
stolen reputations. 
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Firginiaf to rwf?, and tvery Hate to wit : 

The jurors for the cbmmonweatth of Israel ^nd 
the United States, upon their oath preseitt-r-That 
Lowbred Cunning, Lovemoney Partiality, Please- 
lady Chit chat, Coquette Pittepat, and Stiff $elf. 
important, late of the parish of Corrupt communi- 
cation, in the county of Religious ^ossipping, and 
Gospel swindling, being persons of evil name and 
&me, on account - of whispering, and dkhonest 
backbiting conversation, and common buyers and 
receivers of stolen characters, upon all occasions 
where it is their interest, in the night and day of 
the same every favorable opportunity, with force 
and arms of cacklera, punners, whisperers, letter 
writers, cup noddy's, devil's pedlers, &c. at the 
said every place, and within the jurisdiction of the 
church and state where such things ought not to 
be in any wise suffered, fifty thousand good names 
of the goods and chattels of every person of which 
they could lay holdj by cer^n evil disposed per- 
sons, to the juggling joforsaforissaid, yet connived 
at, and always known, then, lately before felcMii- 
ously stolen of the same evil disposed persons, un- 
lawfully, unjustly, unscripturally, and for wicked 
gain of money, clothes, meats, driiiks, selfishness, 
ignorance, religious ambition, and revenge, dki re- 
ceive^and have, (they, th^ Said puckerers, in con- 
clave, well knowing the said characters to have 
been stolen, contrary to the prophets, the Gospel, 
and the aposde$) to the great, present, and eternal 
damage of naittions of strangers and foreigners, fa- 
therless and widows, talents and virtues, and 
agaii)st the whole tenor of reyelatii3n, against the 
forms of all scripturaL systems of church disci- 
pline, and against the peace and dignity of rfl well 
regulated governments, and especially against the 
commonwealth of Israel^ and these United States. 
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And the jurcars aforesaid, upon their oath aSdres^, 
do further pffeserit-—That Lazy Listener, Gauntlet 
Gabbler, Eyedrop Evil, Winkeyed Watcher, 
Slowjaw'd Sapper, Gauzeback Giggler, ShufBe- 
board Sunflower, Weeping hypocrite Halfsoulp 
Telltale Tareall, B^nd X^st and Loud Squall, 
Walloper Whalebone, Dry Drowsy, Grunt Groan, 
with a host of liars,, swearers, drunkards, oppres- 
sors^ gluttons, shavers, fop*^ whifflers, termagtints, 
rainbows, churls, old bachelors, &g* Jate of the 
parish of Swill Tub, Tea Cup, Feathery Foppery, 
Churchy Gossipping, Pulpit Slander, Press Libel^ 
&c. ip the county of Tongue lash aforesaid, slan- 
der|rs ; before the said felony, and sly backbiting 
murder was cpmmitted in forrn aforesaid, to wit : 
on all occasions, and against every person earen 
their ^^.(mn mather^s sonsj^ in they^ears,^ months, 
weeks, days, hours, minutes^ and seconids, afore- 
saidi did feloniously and maliciously incite, move, 
procure, aid, and abet, by all kinds of slander, the 
said Listener^ Gabbler, livedropper. Watcher, 
SlowjawM Sapper^ Giggler, Shuffler, ^Butterfly, 
Hypocrite Halfsoul, TelHale, Loud Squall, &c. to 
do and commit the ^aid felony, treason, and mur- 
der, in maiuier and form aforesaid, against the 
peace of the Lord our righteousness, his crown and 
dignity. * 

* * Titus took particular care (saith Gddsmith) 
to punish all informers, false witnesses, and pro- 
moters of dissention. Those wretches^ who had 
their rise in the licentiousness ^nd impurity of for- 
mer neigns, were now become so numerous that 
their crimes called loudly for punishment. Of 
these, therefore, he daily made public examples, 
condemning them to be scourged in the public 
streets, next to, be draped through all the theatres, 
and then to be bashed into the ijninhabited parts 
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*« He that winketh with his eyes causeth sorrow, 
but a prating fool shall fall. It is as sport to a fool 
to do mischief; he that utteretb a slander is a fool. 
jRrav* Xk 18, 23. A hypocrite with his mouth 
destroyeth his neighbour. Frcv. xi. 9; ' There is 
that speaketh like the piercings of a sword. Prav. 
an. 18. The simple belie veth every word; he 
that despisetk his neighbour sinneth. Proz^. xiv. 
15, 21. An ungodly mandiggeth up evil : and in 
his lips tliere is a burning fire. A froward man 
soweth strife, and a whisperer sepatafeth chief 
friends* Prav. xvi* 27 28. A wicked doer ^veth 
heed to false lips, apd a liar giveth ear to a naugpity 
tongue. Prcru., xvii; 4. The words of a talet>^er 
are as wounds, (or whisperer, margin) Prcm. xviii. 
8. Death and life are in the power of the tongue. 
verse 21. Every fool will be^ meddling. Priw. 
XX. 3. Cast out the scomer, and contention 
shall go out ; yea, strife and reproach sh^ll cease. 
Pr(w. xxii. 10. . The froward tongue shall be cut 
out.'* Prov. X. 31. 

Indictment for a libel. 
Commonwealth of Israel^ arid all the states^to^jt^it : 

AU-who have been injured complain of the de- 
vil's letter writers, defeildaiits in custody of con- 
science, the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit, the Church 
of God, and the constituted - autli'orities for the 
state; for that, whereas the said plaintiffs now are 
good, true, honest, faithful and credible citizens .of 
the commonwealth of the church and the state, of 
and from the time of their birth hitherto have been, 
and behaved themselves as good* true, honest, 
faithful, and credible men, and have been account- 
ed, esteemed, and respected aniongst good^ hpoest, 
and prudent men, as ^cU their neighbours, as 
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Others, citizens of the said commonwealth, to be 
of a good name, character, honest and upright be* 
haviour^ and credible conversation, and have all 
their life timejiitherto lived and continued un- 
touched and mRUspected of the atrocious crimes 
of which they are accused by the aforesaid devil's 
letter writers '; and moreover, allowing them even 
to be guilty, men are not to be suffered to revenge 
themselves by the unjust, unscriptural, and illegal 
course of libelling or otherwise ; nevertheless, the 
said defendants, well knowing the premises, from 
their not being willing to have the like villainous 
and murderous severities practised among them- 
selves, but of their mere malice had against the 
plaintifis, contriving and maliciously intending not 
only to injure and detract the plaintiffs in their good 
name, character, and reputation, (Mr otherwise to 
sink the already almost broken hearted and repent- 
ing unfortunates, and to bring them into infamy 
and disgrace, but also to subject them to undergo 
the penalties and punishments that are provided 
by the laws of the said commonwealth for persons 
guilty of perjury, insurrection, theft, murder, trea- 
son, &c, on every favourable opportunity, in the 
parish and county aforesaid, devised^ composed, 
made, wrote, and published, or by private letters, 
and afterwards, to wit : . January 1st, February, 
March^ April, May, June, July, August, Septem- 
ber, October, November, December, of and con,, 
cerning the plaintiffs certain, false, scandalous^ and 
malicious libels, containing these false, probable, 
or true, scandalous, malicious, and libellous words 
following, that is to say — To the editors, &c. to 
Mr. and Misses, &C. to brother and sister, &c. to 
rev. father, elder, deacon, rev. bishop, &c» by rea- 
son of whtch^ said devising, composing, making, 

T 
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%vriting, and putjishing of the said false, prdffaobte 
or true, scandalous libels^ containing the said febe 
or true, scandalous, malicious, and libellous wofdi 
aforesaid, of and concerning the idaiutifTs, they, the 
said plaintiffs, are not only greatlj4kirt and dam^* 
ged in their good name, fame reputation, lawful 
business, &c. but also in their persons, jm^poty', 
and souls. In time and eternity^ so itreparatAe are 
the hori'ific results of libelling. Therefore, tite 
said plainti& say they are injured^ and have s^)^ 
tained damage to the valuf of more than ^1 the 
fortunes of Uiick clay contained in the bowels of 
Mexico and Peru, nwMPe than life itself, even' Ac 
loss of life eternal 1 And, therefore, bring suit for 
character, fortune, liberty, happiness, life, and etcr« 
nal gloiy. Propliets, and apostles, John Doe, and 
Ricbard^^oe pledge to prosecute. 
. The universaf assent and applause with which 
ihose wor3&\of a great poet have been received, 
aaihely : ;\ 

** Good name, ki man or woman, 

Is the immediate jewel of their souls : 

Who steals my ptirse steals trash. 

'Tis something, nothing, 

'Twas mine, 'tis his, and has been slave to. 

thousaiuis; 
But he that filches from me my good imm^, 
Robs me of diat which not enriches him, 
And makes me poor indeed.'' 

We repeat, that the universal acceptance of the 
iibove words, proves that man is ripe here for the 
criminal punishment of slanderers, by a fixed, im^ 
jproved^ defined and limited code, which, in its first 
grade, would bring the vile slanderer uisder the 
purview cjF the statute, punishing with dbrth those 
tvfao kill of malice aforethought i the second to the 
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penjtokdarjr, andl^ (Hi down to the lowest grade, 
% a ptopoittonal ratio. The necessity of some- 
thing like this would seem to be requisite to curb 
th^ baleful brenth of the moutib of this Otcus, be- 
gott^i to hell ; not that we would prevent the can* 
"Vj^ilig of ^* the conduct and cFmracter of our pub- 
Be agents^*' who are declared to be the " guar^ 
dians and trustees of the people ;^' but, as judge 
^Kxkstone $arth, *' It requires such a degree of 
passive valour to^combat tlie dread of undeserved 
-cotiti^mpt, arising from the false notion^ of honour 
too generally received, that the strongest prohibi- 
tions ^nd penalties of the law will never be entire- 
ly effectual to eradicate this unhappy custom (of 
duelling) till a method be found out of compelling 
tbe origii^l aggressor to make some other satisfac- 
tion to the anironted party, which the world shall 
eirteem equally reputable as that which is now gi- 
ven at the hazard of &e life and fortune,^' — 4th 
Blackstone^ 199. 

Now what satisfaction, .first, does the ** affronted 
party*' require? Certainly a just one, namely — 
That in proportion as he intended to injure me, or 
had injured me, so he should be punished \ which, 
to calculate tiie eternal effects of slander, Would not 
be compensated by as much servitude in the peni- 
tentiary as a man would have to suffet for bouse 
burning, it being evident that yoU may calculate 
the loss of a house, horse, purse, or ship, but not 
of reputetiouy (for it is at risk in the circte of per- 
petual motion) though it was almost gone, when it 
* t^i^iA be retrieved again, like that of Mary Magr 
d^ene, to.whom our Lord first appeared after his 
i^urvection. Don^t reply by observing, that the 
great obloquy of the penitentiary would be too ex- 
. cepsiv? for the^l-devouring slanderer, who has al- 
urady sunk whole families in irreparable contumely, 



and whose copper bead aodtoii^e distil lin^a^^^f 
poisonous verdigris, enpu^ tOjgao^nea world' I 
SecondJy, what would ^^ the world esteem eqmUy 
reputable ?" Atunvtr. Not rjevcnge ; which always 
is ^Lcessive in its penalties, always is an^chy Qnd 
rebeUioo against God, who isaitn '^ vengean^ is 
mine," I will repay ! How, then, may he repay ? 
Certainly by the constituted authorities, .by the 
people, their representatives, their triers, ju^;^» 
&c by enacting a climax of statute laws, .with their 
penalties and puni^ments, adequate lo tbe^m^es 
and crioitnal intentions of the original slaoderer, 
and his or her coadjutors, which, upon tlte prtnei«- 
ple;s of distributive, remunerative justice, would be 
also according to the perfection of rational, \m^^ 
tial, political justice, ^curing the constitution^ 
witlK>ut licei^ingthe tongue and peci in n^aljb& 
and murder, against private individuals. As £^- 
public authorities, we may^^ according to the de^ 
clared opinion of the general court held in Rieh-^ 
mond, 1811, libel them; but yet, only so iisthe^ 
any libellous matter which gon^ ta prove -any 
thing but the incapability of officers to fiU.a«d fui- 
fil their places and duties, '^ cannot be justi&ed be- 
cause it is true." And we may add, that as '* i|U 
punishments (as Blackstonie saith) inflicted by tem- 
poral laws, may be classed under three heads, ^uch 
as tend to the amendment of the offender himseli^ 
or to deprive him of any power to do future i^is- 
chief, or to deter others by his example; all of 
which conduce to one and the same end, of pre- 
venting future crimes, whether that be afibcted by 
amendment, disability, or ea^ample."- VV^ «ey 
that as all human punishmeiits have these eads^ m 
view, would it not be adviseable thi^t preventive 
Justice, which " consists in obliging those pers^^ns. 
whom there is a certain and probable ground to 
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ftiispett bf fttttare slmideriiig inisbebaviour> tosttp-^ 
ulate with^ and to give full assurance ta the public 
(^ Blftcki^iie saith of offences in general) that 
such offbhce as is apprehended shall not happen,' 
by findiilg pledges or securities for keeping five 
pe«5e,-6r for their good behaviour." This ** re-- 
cfiiisition of sureties/* binding the slanderer's 
toiilfue, \vfeich \* is set on fire of hell," would be as' 
nc^nessaryand just, as binding the hands, pistols,- 
pidij^itords, arid baltars rf other assassins, with this 
d^i^r^nce, natnely, that as water, fire, and steam 
arc to machines, §o is slander to other criimes ; it 
is often their father and tnbther's cause, and ought 
abo to be restrained by preventive justice. It be- 
iag worse than fire, water, and air, which elements 
are' sometimes apparently dormant, but slander is 
the perpetual motion of implacability, envy^ hatred, 
atoid revei^ge, •' invective, assault, ruin, and death," 
ev€^<leath eternal 1 Slailder, slavery, and shaving, 
are tlie devil's three universal roasting hooks ; they 
are the three strands of his sordid, avaricious ca- 
bk^ ditched with adamant, and moored in hell to 
his sheet anchor, pride, unbelief, lies, and murder, 
with a drew of Heathens, Mahometans, Jews, and 
Ghnstians, pontiffs, priests, Levites, bishops, dea- 
cons, elders, &c. with sjwingsupon their cables, 
colours flying, trumpets sounding, psalms and 
byfnns singing, Christ crueified preaching. Mosaic, 
Heaven, Christian and political institutions plead- 
iiig, as Lucifer^s artillery playing upon the poor. 

Indictment for felouy, in hiring or persuading 
Mother tb bum a charaetei* as a house* 
Chmmohwealth oflstdd^ to vHt / 

The; jurors for the commonwealth of all flesh, 
updti thar oath present — That Combustible Am- 
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biiious. Tight purac Avaricious, Slow jgw'^^Mb* 
licious, and Spit fire Vicious, late, of the pwdsh of 
Malice and revenge, in the county of a World oi 
hell fire, incendiaries ; not having i^ fear of God 
before their eyes, but being moved and seduced by 
the instigation of the devil, the father ctf lies^ and 
all scandals to be rash, harsh and uncharu»bfe.an' 
Uieir judgments^ either thinking evil where no evS 
seemst and speaking of it accordingly, or adding 
evil motives to undesigning actions, oppressing 
the Strang, fatherless^ orphan, and widow, who, 
haying gone astray, are already sinking under a 
load of guilt and infamy, but, like the poor stran- 
ger, who fell among thieves, who have wounded, 
stripped^ ^d maimed him, who is waiting for a 
good, still tongued Saraaratin to bind up Ms 
wounds, when a hard hearted priest^ and an insen- 
ttble Levite, andagroupe of double distilled cack^ 
lers, have passed him by ; we say, that, while the 
aforesaid innocent, or repenting and returning sxms 
and daughters of distress were struggling agimsC 
wind and tide to make the land of holiness, to the 
Lord, and good to society, they, the aforesaid inb» 
I^acable and unmerciful, sly, peeping, whispering, 
bribing, and being bribed slanderers^ did, upon 
every favourable opportunity, in the dark and bUick 
aigl^ of supplanting, hatred, eavy, evil spcsdiiogy 
and revenge, with the force of money, m^^ata, 
drinks^ clothes, honors, &c. (as we 6ay in the orw 
dinary form <^ a legal indictment, ** whh force and 
arms") in the parish and county aforesaid^ fidkxii- 
ously^ maliciously, unlawfully, and williBgly, did 
counsel, hire, and command all their negro skives, 
and ever person, poor or rich, who could be 
brought into the vortex of their all-devouring fire 
of de&mation, and persons too, baptised either in. 
in&ncy or adult age, in the nsune of tb£ Hofy 
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Tmily, of dcmse^uencef, pledged to love their. 
net^hjSoQr as^ theii^$etves« Moreover, they were 
afco boni agaki upon the moiiatains of division j and 
rc-baptised in the whters of strife ; and they were 
always kaoitvn by the names of Sawney Slanderer, 
Ail%ator AUbrilae, Bespatter Browbeat, Calumni- 
atCH- Cup cackle, pavid Dollar, Ear Listener, Fa^ 
thcf Fiwrbraud, George Gabble, Henry Harsh- 
tajftgue^ kaac Idle, Catharine Kettledrum^ Luey 
laar, Mary Meddle^ Nelson Noteall, Oliver Oho ! 
Parspn Pompous Pumpall, Questionasking Quilts. 
or, Robert Raspish,: Sally Sipskip, Thomas Tale- 
bearer, . Uriah Unruly , Vjiin Vagnmt, W iley^ 
Wsrtfiher, Xenophon Xanthqs, (Harpy Blabberer,) 
Yawning Yelper, Zantippe Zigzag, &c* all of the 
parish and county of Gombustibte hell fire, and- a 
wodd of iniquity, twenty thousand good, better 
sind best characters, the property of the owners 
thereof; such as prophets, priests, 7apostles, Jesus 
Christ, and all good men iiv.and out of the church, 
Moses afid Aaroo, the Fathers^ such as Polycarp, 
][^;«iatiu8^ TertuUian,^ Justin Martyr,; Origcn, Gre- 
gory Nazianzen; &c. gopd Catholics and reform- 
ers, Thomas a Kempis, Gregory Lopez,, the Wes- 
teys, Whitefield, and their followers ; fethers, pa- 
tariols, and friends of mankind, such as Washing. 
tcp, Jelferson, Adams, Madison, and Monroe, in^ 
iQceeat girls, boys, an4 children, affectionately 
uoited, happily mairied couples, stranger$, preach- 
09, fatherkss, widows, and orphans ; also an host 
of fising, reforming, and repentinj^ fentiales, males^ 
^cc» in the parish and county ot a world of hot^ 
bumiiig slander, where they, the said backbiters 
s».afi^efiaid) feloniously, maUciousIy and unlaw- 
fully did counsel, hire, and command all, both 
bend and free, male and female, small and great, 
within their influence to set fire to the char^lers 



as afixesakl, (as you would say in an lodifetmeAt fa 
a jail, a courthouse,' a bani, a stable, and twenty 
dwelling houses) and the same thous^s of repu- 
tations then and there, by such defamatory firmg, 
as aforesaid, feloniously, maliciously, inconaiikr- 
ately, unlawfully, and unscriptunilly to burn and 
consume with fire brought from hell, intended for 
the destruction of mankind, circulated at the in^t-» 
^tion of corrupters, by preachers, statesmen, nrksr- 
chants, law}'ers, mechanics, would-be caUed la- 
dies and gentlemen, fine, well bred ladies andgen- 
tlemen, would-be called Christians, and would-be 
dftlled moralists, by wjuspers, letters, bribes^ and 
honors, in the pulpit and out of it, in and out of 
the temple of justice, and the aric of state^ by nods; 
winks^ and shrugs, by puffing, blowkig, grinning, 
tossing up the face, turning up the \vhite of tliHe 
ejres, praying ^ Lord pity ttem, I wish them- well,^ 
yet they stab them under the fifth rib. And all 
these villainies were jxattised under the lying and 
malicious excuses of church, pubUc, and privs^e 
good; against the whcde tenor of Scripture, Jbut 
especially the law of love. 

When king David asked Ziba, the servant of 
Mephibosheth, Where is Uiy master's son? 2 Sam, 
xvi. 3, 4, and Ziba said unto the king, behold he 
abideth at Jerusalem ; for he said, to day shall die 
house of Israel rest(»:e me the kingilom qf my fe- 
then Tlien said the king (rashly) to Ziba; behold 
thine are all that pertainedi to Mephibosheth. Zifa«i, 
(like a slandering sycophant, replied) I bumbly be- 
seech thee that I mayfind grace in thy sight, my lord, 
O king ;" just as our modem state and church lick- 
plates do. But when David asked Mephiboshedii 
<' Wheref(M« wentest thou not with me ;" he an- 
swered (trembHng) *" My Lord, O king, my ser-' 
vant deceived me ; fbr thy servant said, I wiUsad* 
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dl$ muie ass, that I m^y rid[e^ thereon^ and go to 
tHe-kifig, because thy servant is lame. And he 
hath slandered thy servant unto my lord the king.'* 
2 Sam. x,ix, 25, 26, 27* Thus will all flatterers 
supplant, and thus are they, thus h^ they been, 
and thttft shall they be, until checkeij, iii full proof 
of my position, that slanderers are \nurderers of 
malice prepense, intending the death of the objects 
of their malevolence. Here was a case of slander 
going to^die confiscation of all the possessions that 
belonged to Mephiboslietb, of the outlawing and 
death of that righteous man, were it not for the 
justicet^and generosity of king David. Doeg, the 
EdcHDite, by telling the truth to Saul upon Abirn* 
qlech, the priest, was the cause of the death of four 
sccM^. and five persons that did wear a linen ephod. 
1 ^m. xxii ; and also the destruction of Nob, the 
city of the priests, wherein men, women, children, 
and suckUngs, oxen, and asses, and sheep, were 
all .cut <^ by Saul with the edge of the sword. 
Thifr was occasioned by an 6ki grudge between . 
I>Q^*s ancestors and those of Jacob, for Doeg was 
descended of Esau, and glad of any excuse to ex.. 
t4*rininate a Jew, and this very national prejudice 
is ^ill amongst us a bone of calumny, and an ar- 
row of death. 

,. S^ul also being ambitious and envious, could in 
no wise bear that the son of Jesse should wrest the 
psdmof victory, the songs of the women, and pro- 
bably the kiiigdom, from bis family by mere merit, 
altlKHigb Saul himself was not descended of any 
bet^r stock than David, yet he tauntingly called 
hio) **the son of Jesse, the Bethelemite,'' like 
mainy.of our aristocratical, high toned citizens of 
all ages» of the well bom stock of upstarts, soipe 
of whom, and of whose posterity can boast of fallen 
fortunes, rich ancestors, stiff necks^ proud hear^^ 
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foil l»easts, empty stomachs, faHen Itouses, a few 
relics of gardens, mouldering cfaimnies, starved 
luHises and negroes, and double distilled pride, in 
poverty and rags, but not of true public spirit, 
' Abasuerus, who reigned from India to Etbk^ia, 
over one hundred and twenty-seven provisoes, 
made a drunken feast for seven days; in the palace 
of Sbushan, to which, contrary to the delicacy 67 
the queen, and of the usage of Persia, he cotn« 
manded hi^ seven chamberiains, Mehuman, Bez<* 
tha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagiha, Zetbar, and Car- 
cas, to bring Vashti before him, the princes, and 
the peo|>]e, to shew them her beauty, which, when 
she refused, the king called Carshena, Shethar, 
Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marseha, and Memu- 
can, the seven princes of Persia atid Media, and 
said. What shall we do unto tlte qpieen Vashti ? 
And Memucan answered. Let the king giv^.her 
royal estate to another. Esther u Thousands ^f 
such advices arc given, taken, and acted upon by 
the great of every nation, between man 9^d wife, 
in which cases hardly one in a thousand is suffi* 
ciently redressed for the wrongs hereby received x 
which proves that the power to injure by the 
tongue and pen being too great for the re^aiilt and 
punishment of the slanderer, they are heieby a li- 
censed set of murderers, man stealers, and swiod- 
lers, with this difference, that when a man sues for 
his character, the backbiter may now and thenAnd 
hira guilty of having stolen a hog, horse, or sheep, 
though, in otlier respects, he may have been a good 
man ; while the slanderer, who ideals and murders 
men, comes off wHh flying colors, the iury ool 
considermg that malice, and not public spirit, ttet 
covetousness, envjf, ambition, and revenge, W 
not justice, mercy, or reformation, is the oljeet of 
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him, who^ {dthottgh accuser^ tdtliough justified and 
honored in his slandering luid malicious prosecu* 
ti<M), is aa much mc»re guil^ than the man he ac- 
cuses, as a ton is heavier than a scruple ! ! 

*^ And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed 
not^ nor did him reverence, then was Haman full 
of wrath ; »id Haman said unto king Ahasuerus^ 
There is a certain people scattered abroad and dis* 
pesrsed among the people m all the provinces of thy 
kingdom, and their laws are diverse firom aU peo^ 
pie, neither keep they the king's laws ; therefore, it 
is not for the king's profit to sufier them. And the 
king said, do with them asr it seemeth good to 
thee." Esther in. (See how a court deputy can 
use a foreigner — take care ther^.) The consequence 
was that an unalterable decree, according to the 
laws of the Medes and Persians, issued from Aha* 
suerus, for the utter extermination of the whole 
race of the Jews, What will not men do, when 
having obtained power, they^are stirred up against 
those who will not bow to them ? But God, who 
hath s^d good measure will men give into your 
bosom, caused the hurricane to change its quarter, 
for the king gave orders to the governors of the 
provinces, trom India to Ethiopia^ being a hundred 
and twenty seven provinces, and to the Jews, the 
result of which was, that the enemies of the Jews 
were slain upon that very thirteenth of the month 
Adar, the day whereon Haman (who was also slain) 
was to have massacred the Hebrews. (Take care 
how you abuse black and white foreigners. ) Now, 
as all this blood was shed in' consequence of slan- 
der, it is another instance in full proof of all we 
oontend for, namely — That as slanderers are often 
murderers ; such of them as are guilty of those 
high d^;cces thoreofi as to intend and produce 
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thereby the murder of their bretlm» by slander, 
of malice aforethought, they certainly ought to be 
hanged, as well as those who stab, shoot, or poison 
to death, or otherwise kill of malice prepense ; and 
as this cannot be done by a jury without a statute 
law, of which the jury and court are to judge, so 
as to bring the culprit under its purview, if guilty. 
An improvement in the judiciary, by a law to such 
a purpose, would be considered as necessary, that 
the slandering man thief and murderer might not 
be suffered to go on in making our country an acel- 
dema — nevertheless, so as not to a&ct the trial by 
jury, nor to abridge the freedom of speech or of 
the press, but leaving both open to give the people 
information of the character and conduct of their 
public agentsj the guardians and trustees of their 
constituents. 



^% 



vj'UN S - 1943 




